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INTRODUCTION

. Operations cf the 8Ist Infantry "Wildcat" Division
(Reinforced) in the Stalemate II operations in the Western
Carolinas have been divided into three general phases, for
the purpose of recording results, as follows:

Phase I Capture of Angaur
Phase 11 - Operations on Peleliu
Phase III' - Seizure of Ulithi and other Islands.

Thie*reportcovers Phase I, the amphibious operation of
landing on Angdur IOland, Palau Group, Western Carolines, and ,
the seizure, occupation, and initial development of that island.,

The following is a chronology of principal events in the
history of these operations:

phase I- Capture of 'Anpaur

11 June -8 July Division troops arrive in Oahu during period.
6 July Division Headquartel4s established in Oahu.

6 July -6 Aug Planning and loading phase for Stalemate 11.
6 Aug - 12 Aug Division enroute for Guadalcanal.
25 Aug - 8 Sept At Guadalcanal Rehearsal Area.
8 Sept . 15 Sept Enroute for Palaus.
0830 - 17 Sept Landing on Angaur with Division lesp.RCT 323.
1034 - 20 Sept Island declared secure.

20 Sept Airbase development begun.
21 Sept RCT 323 departs for Ulithi operation.
22 Sept ROT 321 embarks for Peleliu, attached to

lot Ibzine Division.
24 Sept Unloading of cargoes of assault shipping

completed.
1 Oct Ceremony symbolizing acquisition of Angaur

for Government of the United States of
America.

14 Oct Assault phase of operation declared
complete and administration and devel.,
Opmont of base turned over by Angaur
Landing Force Commander (CG 815t Infantry
Division) to Island Commander Angaur.

22 Oct RCT 322 completod defeat of Japanese defense
force when last cave area was entered, and
cleared of the enemy, including the senior
commander, Major Goto.
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, Phase II 6rations of ,Peieliu.

ROT 321 arrived. on Peleliu, attached to 1st
letTarin6 -.Division -

23 jep‘t a. 29 SeiA ROT 321 adVancod' along west .bdast bia Peleliu
and .seized hi01.,ground genter of island'.

- 29 Sept 30 Sept RCT 321 relieved 5tli Mariries on 'Ntsepe-bus and
"Kongduru

OCt 34 „seized Garakayo Island.
14 Oct --15 Oct- ROT 321 reinforced by 1st -13ri 323 Inf'bega.n

offenaive action .to destroy large enemy,' '
force in: hill 'mass in south center of

„
20 Oct dornancling G6-floral81st Irif Div assunes command

of all capbat, troops on Peleliu and Ingaur,
relieving lig III, P,14bCorps,and Hq 1st Marine

, -
26 Oct ROT-,323,ireturpea_from Mita and relieved ROT

321 (lesi3 3rd. Bn) in combat area on Peleliu.
11 Nov - 81st Cavalry 'Ilpeonnaib-smace Troop (Reinforced).

seized Gdrokottan Island. '
,15 Nov 1st ' Caircdri Reponnp.issance, Troop (Reinforced)

seized Ngeragong,Island. '•
27 Nov ROT 323, 'reinforcad' Vy t3d:Bri 321st Inf, completed

defeat of.Japanese deran's°  force- on' Peleliu when
'last _cave area was Ontared- and cleared of the
enemy 'inaluding the ,two senior officers Maj or
General Affu.rai; ancl.' Colonel Nakagawa,

23 Sept

Phase II a. ha Seizure of Ulithi and Other Islandp

21 'Sept RCT 323 departs from Parau area under n'ava1 task
group command-; ROT .cenducts, reconnaissance of
-Ulithi

23 Sept ROT 323 occupies Ulithl: Atoll.
15 Oct - 16' Oct Elements of ROT 323' seize Ngulu Atoll.
18 Oct - 20 Oct ROT 323 enropte from Ulithi to Pdleliu.

4 Nov Reconnaissance mad.o 6-f Pill°  Anna Island
20 Nov Vet 52 Engr (C) Bn (Reinf), occupies Pao Anna.

30 Nov 1 Dec 81st Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop (Reinf) seizes
Kayangel

41.
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Sunmarsr_p_tlimal .n Operation
_

• The 81st Infantry Division had boon organized for two years and
three ,months before landing on Angaur Island. -During this -period -
it had• participated in extensive maneuvers in Jaabama and Tennessee
and in the California and Arizona deserts. Its amphibious training
under-the Amphibious Training• Command, Pacific Fleet, in California,
'was thoroligh and complete. After the rehearsals of the ,4nding/in-
Oahu and in Guadalcan6a, all personnel of the Division, was adcquate-
ly familiar with the amphibious requirements of the problem.

• In preparation for the Stalemate ,II operation considerable
assistance ,was - giyen the DivisiOn, in Oahu b Hethquaiters XXIV -
Corps, Major Gcneral John R. Hodge, particularly in planning its
supply. For a_brief period In Oahu.',- he D1,..v16-ion, was a part of
the command ,of the ),Cray Atiphibious- Corps, Major General Julian R.
Smith. • Upon arrival- in Guadalcanal the Division, passed tO corps,- '
control of the III Amphibious Corps, 'Major General Roy Geiger, under
which it operated until 20 October 3.944.`, While, afloat the Division
was under Naval control cif,-the, An&tur,Attack Force, Rear .141miral,
W. H. P. Bland.y.4

. The assault landing was favored by a reZatively caiii sea
and weak initial resistance by the enemy. .donsecitiently tlao*
troops and assault equiptent and supplies vier6 landed with

• precision approaching that of a training, exercise. The enemy
resistance was not serious because hp', concentrated ' his main
strength in the 'vicinity 'of beaches, in the opposite , end of the
island. He had relied considerably on the narrowness of the
beaches which we -used for our landing and on the naturally
difficult features of the terrain for, the defense of the north
part of the island._ ThOse conditions' werb disadvantageous to
the assault battalions but theirbeachheadth. were 's'ecur'ed.-
promptly, and though jungle growth over the rough broken coral
formation handicapped the advance inland, -progress was nada 4
about as had been anticipated. • Valuable- assistance was rendered

I to the Infantry by bulldozers, of the combat engineers., ,These
machines were operated close behind the forward lines to enable

; supplies; particularly ammtmition, and water, to be furnished as
recr4red, and to permit , rapid evacuation of -the wounded'.

4

The Naval Force Commander required that. the landing of

supplies and equipment be rushed so that the transports could'
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be dispatched edi,ly on another mission. .Ccnsequently unloading
of cargo' was'placed on a twenty-four ;hour basis. This; together .
with the .development of unfav'orable .surf conditions, 6,nd the
difficult physical features of the beach ancl' the 6upply dump axial,
restated in less orderly handling - of" supplies during this period
than :was' desirable. The shore and ,beach'units labored indefatigably
and their aocomplishments under these conditions were most' creditable.
In ,seven dayp, all ti-ocps in assault shipping; 'approximately 21,000
troops, and the, cargo of' 15 transports:. 2 ISDs, -and 13 LSTs had been
unloaded and placecLin clumps in an area. that had, been dense ,jungle a
few days before..

The, original 'plan of the ,ground ilaneuver, envisaged early- seizure
of the high 1-.ound in the northwest, part' of Aitaur.. This idea was
abandoned. when 'reconnaissance, 41d:14a-bed that the 'terrain was much
rougher than conceived during ,,the:planiithg and that the- area could
' not be taken .rpadily., southern part of the 'island was quickly -

^ 'overrun and the, enemy rOmaiñixig was isolated in two 'areas that pouid
be.',iedu.ced deliberately. without interferring- with the development of
the island as an air -babe.'

4.rtaur Island was decidrdd secure after the enemy had been driiien'
into these areas. This was t7eoorded in 'a mesaage, sent to higher head-
quarters at 1034420 Septembei.. The enemy fdrce remaining' in the pill
'box system covering the Green Beaches was practically cleared out by
ROT 321 by 21.,:September. This .regimental combat '‘team was 'released
to the First, Marine Division on, this &to and on 22 September landed
on -Peleliu.' Its op'erations.' 'are covered as part -of Phase II 'of the
operations dr the 81st Infantry

I• The .Garrison Force Cohnander with elements of his staff went -
ashore with Division.troops,ahd,bn 20' September, the fourth day
after the landing;:had. completad the initial rdconnaisbanae for ,the

'airfield with 'resu3.ts more favorable' than had been anticipated. The
engineer units which were to construct- this installation' *ore landed

-Carly. and work was begun:mid carried through without- interferenua
from the. enemy. The road communication plan for supply ,.during combat
conforthed generally with .the roads of the base development plan,, and ,
as a result the engineers of the Division practically completed the
island, road not within two week h after the initial. landing.

The 322nd Infantry remained to complete final destruction of the
enemy in the- natural. defensive area in the northwest tip of Angaur
Island. The Japanese defense, force Oommancler had retreated to this
area with a large part of his original force. The strong =tics on
Paloms (Lighthouae) Hill were reduced by the 322nd infantry as the



  

 

first step in the ca,eani;,up. Nprieroi4b'arH.11.ers, pieces, nearly -
all emplaced to deliver, fire, on the southern ,half of the island,
wer'o„capturdcl. Friany, large caves containing 'personnel and sup.
plies were destroyed in hand-to-haild ,action. -,the'etiemy; having
the advantage of ,,poncealiient in the rough terrain and of the
sectitrity'availtible in the hundreds .o'f - n6tural-plid artificial
Caves), was 'able -to contest, strongly' the seizure the, area.
North of 'the light4ousa àa a, bowirshaided area vAth
ridges surrounding -a lake,: near the center. , Those ridges.'were
honeycombed with' caves from 'which 'mutually supporting 'firesi
were delivered-on our troops as they'attacked in the aroa
:Only one entrance, a n'arrow defile., tla's aVailable for, vehicles
to move into ,the bowl.''.

The endthy was detie*lined. to hold to thp .end 'and 'to ejcact .
,the highest possible toll' from our troops. No' generdi
'suicide march was attemiyted.,' Enetiy-;esristance remained 'under *
centralized ,control and was wefl. organized practically to the
end. His ,derenie included -carefully concealed snii)ers-thp
hold camouflaged Positions on, the coral. pinndcies, in the jurigle,-
grouth, -and in small caves, from which ,:they fired' with ,deadly -
acouracy at close i.ange.. The location of the source "of:the fire'
could not f be 'determinod as the' 'flash was invisiblo ,and
the snipers 'well concbilled. We fired large quantities of
artillery and moit'ar_ shells, airplane bombs' and napalm, into
the area, and by these effort6 the e4emyts*nunbers wero. ----
gradually reduced. ',tanks were moved through -the defile:” towaid,
the center of the' ,They rendered 'some' assistance to the
infantry, but the terrain was generally tOo rough'. for tank
action. Bulldozers of the engineers, aided by' demolitions,
Cleared trails forward tá the front lines through hbovy coral
rock formations. Gradually, the combat infantrymen, :by steady'
pressure, clearing the defensive works 'and eave'as he pr
grossed,' by the use of small-arms fire, mortars, grenades,
rockets,' explosives, and flame throwers, seized and held' the
bowl area.

The enemy's surviving force was now compressed into.' a'
smaller area of the 'rougheA terrain on the' island. Here"
a a mass' of pinnacles of varying heights and crazy pattern, with
vertical walls forming deep crevices, all composed of jagged
coral rock with an ocaasional tree trunk, still standing, and
debris cluttering up the whole. In the crevices wcre caves
whose entrances could not be effectively reduced by fire
of any type except at grenade throwing range. 'Those caves
furnished a relatively safe retreat for the enemy and he
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protected these caves by hidden machine gunners and riflemen on -
the peaks coVering all routes of approach to the area.

The undaunted Combat Infantrymen of the Wildcat Division,
matching their cunning with that of_ a desperate foe, day by day
cut down the enenyt s numbers, until finally on. 22 October 1944,
the vise closed as the leading elements of the battalions of the
322nd Infantry met in crevices which were the last headquarters

., of the Angaur' defenders. The Japanese Major, comm,an.ding, had
been killed trio days previously by our riflemen. The remainder
of his force was killed or surrendered. Thus Angaur Island was
c?..eare,d of the Japanese.

- The final chapter of the conquest of Angaur Island was
written on 2. November 1944 when the 81st -Infantry Division'
Cemetery and the Division Memorial' Chapel were dedicated in
the presence of more than WOO of the troops who had parti-
cipated in the operation. -

/ i ,........4.."....x.,..-LP.."--4.-..A.-1,.....4...„..? 74,1

PAUL J. MUELLER,
Major General, U. S. A.,

Commanding.
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SECTION I - PLANNING PHASE

A - PRELIMINARY

1. Upon arrival of the 81st Infantry Division at Oahu, T. H.,
it was attached to the XXIV Corps (*), in view of the contemplated
employment of the Division as Corps Reserve for Stalemate r. Prep-'
aration for this operation was initiated by the forward echelon of.
Division Headquarters which arrived at Oahu the early part of -June
1944. These included:

a. A study of the plan for Stalemate I.

b. Plans for the type and amount of equipment to be taken.

c. Tentative plans for the loading of LSTs.

d.- Pallet4ati.on of all classes of supply.

2. On 6 July the Division Commander arrived in Oahu' and estab-
lished Division Headquarters at Schofield Barracks, and on the following
day he was orally informed by the Commander Of Task Force 31 that
•Stalemate II was to be substituted for Stalemate I with the target
date 15 September 1944. This wax confirmed in writing on 12 1Tu1y in
a communication from XXIV Corps . Tentative plans c4,1ed for the
Division to be embarked by 12 August.

3. , The original concept of the Stalemate Operation envisioned
the employment of the 81st Infantry Division as follows:

a. Phase 2E: Operations by the Provisional Amphibious Corps
in which the let Marine Divibion was to capture Peleliu and pne ROT
of the 81st Infantry Division was to capture Angaur, with the remaind-
er of the Division in floating res-erve for the Corps.

b. Phase II: Operations by the XXIV Army Corps in which the
Corps was to capture the Yap Island Group and one ROT of the 81st
Infantry Division was to capture laithi, with the remainder of the
Division in floating reserve for the Corps. The use of the entire'
Division in Phase II was predicated on the assumption that operations
in Phase I had been completed. In event they were not complete, only
those elements of the Division not required in the Peleliu-Angaur area
would constitute the floating reserve for the Corps. In the latter
case, at least one ROT of the 81st Infantry Division was expected to
be used for independent action against Uli:thi under Navy control.

am or sa• --------------------------------

(*) FO 214, Hq USAFICPA, 17 June 1944.

(.**) Top Secret Ltr, XXIV Corps, 12 July 1944, Serial 000211.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

c. Following the successful conclusion of the Stalemate
Operatign, it was planned:to eventually, dispose o1 the Division as
follows:

Ulithi
Peleliu
Angaur
Yap

- I- T.p.f En
- 1 ROT, less 1
- 1 BOT -
• 8ist inf Div,

13CT'

lesa units designated above.

4. In accordance with the above provisional it was tentativel3i.
planned to employ ROT 322 in the attack oi Angaur and ROT 321 in the
attack on MAIL

r

5. The, XXIV ,Corps i„nform0. the Division that the tacticaland
logistical planning, for Stalemate IL was to be made ,under the s4er-,
vision .of the.Coimanding Generals, ,PrOvision,ai_Amphibious Corps who
was ,also Commancler,Task Forcp36,pditibiar3r Troops.

6. On 19 July the Divisior was detached from XXIV Corps and. r
leased for operational control to Commander Task Force 36 (4(-).

-7. At the ,beginning of the .planning phase for the capture ,of
'Angaur only meager information of, the'tbrr0,...tn and the enemy was',
available. A - 11,prough,, study of the: photographs ‘taken during the '31 -
I:larch, carrier strike against the _Palau' Islands revealed- the, suit-
ability of certain beaches: for an ar,:,..ohalm:fs assault ,landing.
Defenses were:assumed to ,be located,where they could best opposd a

,landing. With this ,as a basis, several tactical, plans - were considered
which provided' for a simultaneous' landing- on two beaches. ,In:\this re-
spect, the plans conformed closely with those finally adopted for, tihe
actual, assault on'Angaur. The -preferred plan- invo,lved-a ,landing on- --
Beaches :Red and Blue to 'seiz'e the northern half of the island, initially;
the 'alternate to land on ,Beaches Green III 'and II to seize the southern
half of thth island initially. As additional information became avail-
able, the feasibility of the preferred plan became more and more appar-
ent, since the main Japanese defenses were -being constructed to oppose
a landing on the southern beaches of the island. The plans were '
approved in principle by Ground :and Naval Commanders con'p6rned and
they formed the basis upon which further tactical and logistical
planning was conducted.

B

1. On 22 July the Division received important ir,iformation-, _
relatj,ve, to the strength, of the garrison force on Angaur. Documents
captured on Saipan indicated that t1-4..e d6lancl.,was.,defended by a re-

, inforced regiment, lees posbibly one battalion, instead of 300 troops
as estimated originally. As a result the Division Commander revised

0•001 .1 OM 0000 001r 100 000- 000 000 Ir. . go! Ime • em, 4, ow ..•

p(*)- FO 236; Hq USPATICFA, 19 July 1924.

00 00 00 00 wit owl ip 00 00 0001 001 ie.. apil
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,c,•,
his. plans to .providQ for ,a -oi.iultaneous landing ,by two regimental •
combat:teams,,,supportecl. by the. 'remaining- elements of the 'Division.,
On 26 July he submitted a plan and two• alternative plant to 'the Com-
manding General,;Provisional Amphibious Corps, for consideration.
Plan.;34 .the recommended.iplaif3;,..andlan, 2, the first alternative', were
similar to plans' ridde previcjusly. for a landing by'one RCT, ip.sofar,as
the beaches selected for the assault -landing remained the same. Plan
3 provided; for the 3.andingof two RCTs*:on three beaches Details of
the plans :were .

-Plan I:

a. landing with two regimental combat teams abrdast
on Beaches Red (RCT 322) 323.)'; one ROT (3,2)' in' Division
Reserve afloat.

b. ,Leading battalions'.to land in INTs; sub'sequent , echelons ,to
land by most expeditious means available until entire .RCTs are ashore.

4.4

" c. Naval gunfire and airplane. bombing and of maximum
intensity and duration,' to be ,according • to latest cloctrinds.''_
Artillery pre"paration_'firds by 155mm gun :units from Positions ashore
on Peleliu to be protided if. bat poSsible, attention of all,
supporting, fires tci be' given to .shOulders. óri. end 'of each beach and toach
line immediately 'prior to,. 1.anding„ thid prOable- assembly' areas of.mobile,
reserves near be-aches immediately 'after leading waves have landed.

d. Plan of maneuver ashore as shown in Map A...

Plan 2:

a. Assault landing with two RCTs;abreast -on. Beaches Green
(thr 322) and II (ROT 321); one 'RCT (323) in Div:Ulan Reserve afloat.

b."Other elements of the plan as per Plan 1...'
4 •

c. ln of' maneuver as shown in Map B.

Plan 3: 

a. Assault landings Fith t1To RCTs 'abreast on Beaches.' Blue
(ROT 322) and Green =and II (RCT 321). One RCT (323) in Division
Reserve -afloat

, b. Plan *to be used' only in event of availabi.34.tr of an in..
6reds,ed number of INts suZI:,icient 'for la'nding' three BLTs instead of -
two for which, such craft wat'e, then, available. -

c. ;Other. elements of the plan as :per Plan 1.,

d. Plan .of maneuver _ashore as,shown-in Map Q.
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2. An plans were to include. a demonstration on a beach not -
utilized for actual landings in order to ,reduce the strength of the
counterattacking forces anticipated during the early local phase of
the operation. L

3. It was recommended that priority be given the plans in the
order proposed and that further planning be based thereon.

4. On 28 July the three plans were presented by. the Division
Commander at a conference attended by Commanders Joint Dcpeditionary
Force, Expeditionary. Troops, Angaur Attack Force, and 81st Infantry
Division. The decisions reached were that Plans I and 2 would be
dedignated the Preferred and Alternate Plans respectively, and that
Plan 3 would not be further considered; that the strength of the
force to be, employed in either of the two accepted plans would be the
Division less one ROT, the latter to be designated Reserve for the
1st Marine Division.'

5. The revised estimate of the enemy strength on Angaur and
Peleliu raised the possibility, that all of the 81st Infantry Division
would not be available for employment in Phase-IL In such event, it ,
was expected that one ROT would be used for independent action against
Ulithi under Navy control according to the original concept- of Stale-
mate II. ,On 1 Augu'St.instructions from XXIV Corps (*) directed the
Division to develop the detailed plans for the Ulithi operation in
conjunction with Commander Angaur Attack Force, without further
reference to XXIV Corps.

6. A change in the operational control for Phase I occurred on
17 August as the III PhibCorps replaced the Prov.4.sional Amphibious
Corps(**).

7. On' 22 August the 8Ist Infantry Division was relieved of par-
ticipation in Phase II and the Ulithi operation, and its place taken
by the 77th Infantry Division (*(K-). This plan called for the prompt
unloading on Angaur Island of the entire Division and all its supplies.

8. On 26 August the Division was advised that RCT 323 was to be
Corps Reserve instead of reserve for the let Marine Division. A re-
quest made for the release of the 906 FA En from RCT 323 to reinforce
the 81st Division Artillery was 'granted, but the designation of a BLT
of RCT 323 as Division Reserve was not favorably considered.

9. A further development in the Stalemate II Flan occurred on J.6
September when the Division was advised that ROT 323, then in Corps
reserve and afloat, was designated the landing force to capture Ulithi
under Navy control.

.11, OS es se es se Se es se se el. Se ee Se Se Se es se Se le. se ee Se Se en .... -
"Top Secret Ltr, Hq XXIV Corps, 1 August 1944, Serial 000294.
Errata No. 2, Operation Plan 1-44, Hq. TF 36, 17 August 1944.
Errata No. 3, Operation Plan 14.41 Hq TF 36, 22 August 1944.
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C TASK ORGANIZATION

1. The task force organized for Stalemate 11 was as.follors

I CINCP0A
j,

THIRD FLEET

ExPEDITIONARY
TROOPS

Ti? 36.1
WESTERN
LL.NDING
FORCE

(iii PH1BCORPS)

Ti? 36.2
EASTERN
LANDING
FORCE

)0.:IV CORPS)

Ti? 31
III PRIB FORCE 1--

JOINT EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

TG 36.1.1
PELELIU
LANDING
FORCE
. (1st rARDIV)

tTG 36.1.2 1

LANDING -
IANGAUR
' 

- 1

—IFORdE I

1(81st INFDIV)i

TG 32.1
PELELIU
ATTACK
FORCE:
- (NAVY),

ANGAUR
ATTACK L.
FORCE I
(NAVY)

.11110. 

PHASE I

PHASE II

.9.

32
WESTERN
ATMCK
FORCE
(NAVY)

TF .33
EASTERN
ATTACK
FORCE
(NAVY)



 

 

2. The Angaux Landing Force consisted of the 81st Infantry
Division (Reinforced), loss RCT 323, organized into regimental
combat teams and Division troops as 'follows':

a..RCT 32l:

321 Inf
316 FA Bn
Co A 306 Engr (C) Bn plus Dot MS Co
Co A plus Co D (less 2d Plat) and Hq 306 Mod En less det)
Det 781 Ord Co
Det Traf Sqd 81 1.111) Plat
Det 81 QM Co
154 Engr (C) Bn plus Det Hq and Hq Co 1138 Engr (C) Gp
Det 592 JAS Co
Det 481 Aiph *Truck Co
Co A 726 Amph Tractor Bn phis Dot H;e:S Co
-?3- Co D 776 Amph Tank Bn
'Go A 710 Tank En
Dot Prov QM Gr Rog Co
Dot Transictor-Intpr Team A Hq Co CPA

b. RCT 322:

322 inf
317 FA EX).

-•Co B 306 Engr (C) En plus Dot HO Co
Co B 306 Med Bn
Dot 781 Ord (1E) Co
Dot Traf Sqd 81' IlP s Plat -
52 Engr (C) _En pltth Det Hq and Hq Co 1138 Engr (C) Gp
Det 592 AS, Co
Co B 710 Tank En
Co D 88 bra Wpnb En
726 Amph Tractor I3:1 (loss .Co A and Er- ot H&S Co)
Co D 776 Amph Tak 1311 Co)
Dot 481 Amph Truck Co '

• Dot Translator-Intpr•' Team A Ho Co CPA
17 Field Hosp (loss 1 Plat) -
Det Prey Gr Rog Co

c. ROT 323:

323 Inf
906 FA En (**)
Co C 306 Engr (C) Bn Rius Dot' H&3 06
Co C plus 2d P16,:t Co D and D4 Hq 306 Mod En
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c. ROT 3 Cont

Dot 781 Ord (1!IVI) Co.
Dot Traf SO 81 1,1P Plat
Dot 81 QM Co
Dot 481 Amph Truck Co
Dot 592 JAS Co
155 Engr (C)• En plus Bet Hq & Hq Co 1138 Engr C), Gp
Dot .Prov,Gr Reg Cç
Dot Translator-Intpr Team A Hq -Co CPA

Ali

d. Division 111(2232223.

Oil Mb IOW sink my

81 Div Hq
Hq. Sp Ti's 1Div

lig CO 81 Div:
81 CIC Det
1 Photo' Asgmt Unit 3116 Sig Sy Bn
Trz.-In6lator-Intpr Team A Hq Co CPA less 3 Deis)

81 la),Plat '(less 3 Dots)
81 Div Band
781 Ord (LE) Co .(less 3 Dets)

104 Bomb Disposal Sqd • (-9
81 QM Co (less 2 Dets)

2d Plat' 3259 Q111, Serv, Co (*)
3d Plat 247 QM Dep9t Co (*).

81 Sig Co,
481 Amph Truck Co (less 3 'Dets)
592 JAS Co (loss 3 Dets)
405 Ord Med Main-6 Co (.1t-)'
1st Plat Prey QM Gr Reg.Co (less 3 Dots)

81 Div Arty (less 3 light Bns)
906 FA Bn
81'Cav Ron Ti'
306 Engr (C) Br. ,(loss 3 Cos ,and Dots HEt.S,Co)
306 Med Bn (lees 4 Cos and Hq Dots)'
41 Portable Surg Hosp -
Hq Hq Co 1138 Engr (C) (less'Dets)

290 Port Co (*)' 55

3d Depot Plat 722 Dip. 'Depot Co (*)
710 Tank Br., (less '2 Cos)
483 AAA Bn
7 AAA Bn (11.farine) (.;-) (*)

-- . ;ID .111 .11/1 Oa 410

(*) Garrison Force, Angaur.
(**) Landed t Angaur 17 Sept; reembarked 19 Sept.
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CO 726 Amph Tractor 13n
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CO 592 JAS Co 0000* 400**
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CO Co D 88 Cmi Vipns Bn .......
CO Co D 776 Amph Tank. Bn.
CO 1st Plat Prov QM Gr Reg Co.
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•••••••

**01000
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0'0000
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4,000100*,
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*004101641

Lt Col Newell E. Via:bts;
Lt Col Eskil M. J. Alenius
Lt Col Eugene F. Dielaville

ft Col Charles R. Dampn
Lt Col Harold 'Tabor
Lt Col Alan E. Gee
It Col John P. McWhorter
Lt Col -Arthur Roth
lit Col William N. Rodgers'
a Col Henry-C. Switzer
Lj Colc Rol?ert B. Bell
Maj David S. Ascher
Maj William S. Houston
Capt Arthur W. Van Husen
Capt Edward L. Lockman, Jr.
Capt Boo.p. Mopes
2q Lt Stanley_ J. Lewis

SECTION II --MINING PHASE

Approximately four' weeks were available to the Division at Oahu
for training and other preparations for the operation. Much of the
training was a repetni.oa Of: that previously given a.ncl‘ was in the nature
of a refresher course prior to battle. Training was bonducted in the
following:

a. Jungle Training: An intensive six-day course conducted
by HCPA. Practically all personnel in the Division attended and re-
ceived instruction in how to live and fight hill the jungle.

• b. Amphibious Training:, Training was, conducted by Kits in
transfer of ti-oops from_sICIT.Ps ,to tVirs, use of DUKUs -for artillery -and
Laffs for tracked, vehicles. •_ Each ELT participated in one, exercise 'in
which the technique of a3LT -.landing was 'stressed.

c. Small Unit Problems: squads: and platoons 'conducted
problems to improve 'technique in small-unit exercises - involving recon-
nalsiance and combat patrols, mop-up, .perimet.pr defense,- and infantry-
tank-artillpry 'coordination. .

d. Weapons Training:. Consisted, of familiarization 4fIng
with as many individual weapons as, possible, firing ,of Japanese -
weapons, 6einrice practice for all gun crews, f and calibration firing
for all new weapons.

e. Special Training: Units conducted such of the following
special training as was applicable to them in preparing for operations
in densely wooded and swampy terrain: high angle fire, sound adjustment



 

 

 

 

of fire, fire on moving ground -target's', sniper fire, sanitation and
evacuation, prevpntion and treatment of diseases, care of materiel,
transportation, laying and maintenance of fie;.d-lines, road con-
struction,- and water purification.

f. Schools: Selected personnel attended schools for oper-
ation-of all types of heavy engineer ecrt.435ment

•
'312CTICIN RtrEA.P.gilLS

Rehearsals for the -captitzre, o Angaur were conducted et Maui,
T . H., and ,Gape' Esperance, Guadalcanal. the .election and' desig-
nation of beached and, establishment of boi,uadaries and phase lines,
were made to conform as closely as possible to those of the Pre-
ferred' lqari for the operation.

REHE:A.RSAL

1. First Exercise - 31 Ju The entire day was devoted to
debarkation drills without beach landings, '#formation of boat waves,
and tr:ansfer of Lou? boat teams to INTs.

2. Second Exercise - 1 Au: :ROT 323 landed with one BM on
Beach Red and another on Beach Blue. The third BM of RCT 323 aid not
participate in the rehearsal due to lack -ofssufficiel:it shipping. LITfis
were- employed to lapc1 assault and supporting troops, the latter trwas-
ferring from LCVPs. Artillery was landed in DMis. ROT 323 (-) re-
mained ashore to act as enemy force to oppose the final landings of
the other two RCTs. The 81 Cav Ren Tr was attached.-to ROT 323 for
the landing and subsequent maneuver, against ReTs 321 . and 322.

3. : Ras 322 and 321 each landed
with two 1312s abreast on Beaches Red and Blue respectively. Mfrs
landed in columns of companies. Troops advanced inland and then
returned to the beaches for reembarkation. In this exercise all
LVIs were made available to' ROT 321, and transfer of supporting
troops from LOVPs to INTs was effected insofar as there was time
to complete reembarkation of INTs on ISTs prior to clark. ROT 322
landed in LOPs. During the day, ROT 323 prepared to defend the
beaches against the landings of RCTs 321 and 322 to take place in
the followip.j exercise.

4. _ Fourth Faerci,§e ROTS 321 and' 322 landed as:
in the previous exercise, except.- that—all L1/Ts_ were Iliad°  available
-to ROT ,322. Tro'ops,adv6,nced inland .,to the' Oi!.1' line, and prepared

-• defenses for the - hie*, . The attack the '0.-2 line continued the
next clay.' Throughout this exercise ROT 323- harrassed the remainder
of the Division with counterattacks and infiltration.



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

B GUADALCANAL REHEARSAL

-1, First 'Exerci29:: JO'Aumst;::RCITs. 322 and ,321 each-
landed with two 131.11s abreast on Beaches Red and Blue respective-
ly., :.Troops advanced to the 04 line and established early con-
tabt letween RCTs On, Division order RCM' advanced to, the Of-2
line. The Division. Reserve -321-3),' was landed on Beach
Red and occupied an assembly area _located approximately where
it would be in the actual operation: in event' it were ,landed on
Beach Red. ROT 323 on BLT and 906 906,-FA En) was landed' on
Beach Blue as an additional part of Divieion Reserve and re
embarked Immediately. The, 81 Cav Rcn Tr :and- adv.anee echelop.
of 'Division Headquarters wore lan4d on, peach -Red., 'Artillery
and tanks were not landed, although redannaissaric6 , elements:
of the artillery and. one LOT per LSD were moved to the, beach
and returned immediately for reembarkation. and
air air siwort were in aceo,rdance with the plan 'for the operation,
except that ammunition, was not fired.

2. econd Dcerci.se - 1 ipmbirer: ReTs 322 and 321, were
landed as in the:previous exercise aild, followed the same, plan
of maneuver ashore. ,The Diliisien',ReperVe (ELT 321-3)-wad- -

landed on Beach Blue and.. occupied an assembly area looatea
approximately where - it would: be in the actual operation in
event it war' e _landed on 'Beach- Blue;, _ The 316 PA En, support
of. ROT 3214_ landed on Beach Red. The 9p6,PA 13n,replaced 'the '-
317.,,FA Bn, which was "unable to 'participate 'clue to' daniage' to
its LST, -and landed on Beach Blue, in support' of ROT
•RCT ,323 (less one 'BLT and' 906 FA. En) approached to within' "

yards of Beach Blue to simulate-a' landing and returned
transports; one BLT _ROT 323 did likewise' off -Beaqh' Red.

The 81' Cox Rcn Tr and Division Headquarters were landed on

Beach :Red. Naval gunfire and air support wereactual_.and

according to plan,' except that 'preitnina' ry gtirifire , vaw.
of two hours t duration instead Of three,. - Fire _supPort

and direct supiport planes, completed several call - missions,

from ground troops. The unloading of equipments was limited *

to 10 vehicles, 6 medium 'ta' nks,, 4 'engineer MK:Ns' loaded- with

demolitions' and artillery ,DUELis. Limitin'g, the nthnber of,

- vehicleswas nedessary 4ue, to the .difficulty in /obtaining

rewaiterproofing materials.

- . Third. Exercise -3 SeDteinber- - "This 'exercise involved

a landing by RCT 323 (less. 906 FA En), with two B,LTs-, abreast on

Beach Red. The landing was -conducted in accordaa?ce_ with ;the 'Pre-

'ferred Plan for ROT 322: Wavai gunfire' and al.r support ,were sim-
ulat ed.
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SECTION IV thiroilt AND ttA:RICA.TION'

I. The 81st Infantry was embarked on 3 trans-
port divisions and-, 13 ISTs.- Based on _the adrainistiative 'orders .of
higher headquarters, /the following 'supplies were loaded: ',30 days
rations;.5 units of _ fire for all weapons except 105m. howitz ers and
57mn guns ,for which there were 7. and -10 units' respectively; 10 .,dallons
Of water per individual; 'and '20 days each-of _Classes II and III.

2. Two transport divisions were loaded at Honolulu and one at
Pearl Harbor. The loading of cargo was, done in; two phases, as
follows:

a. Pha$e From 26-28 July, inclusive. Approximately
60% of the cargo was loaded at this time, loefore the ships departed
for the Maui ,rehearsal exercises. Due to the fact that loading was
taking place prior to the deadline date for procurement which Theater
Headquarters ,had set for the 162.sind supply services, much difficulty
was experienced in effecting the mo4rement ,of supplies from the depots
to the piers at the desired time.

b. Phase 2: From 6-12 August, inclusive. Ships returned
from Maui on 5 August. The next two ,days were devoted to' the read-
justment of cargo to conform with the final plan of the operation.
During the period 8.-11 August the loading, of cargo was completed. ,It
was impossible to combat_ load entirely, inasmuch as issues of organiza-
tional equipment were received up to the day of departure from Oahu.
Certain low priority equipment had to be loaded on top of high priority'
equipment, as there was no time' for readjustment,of loads. Troops were
embarked on 10-11 August, and the Division departed from Oahu 12 August.

3. Troops of the first six 'waves, who were' to assault the 'beach
in 'Ws, were all embarked at Oahu in their respective battalion APAs
until the Division reached Guadalcanal. Upon completion of the -
Guadalcanal rehearsal exercises, 300 assault troops were' transferred
to each thir, carrying MT's. This, number vas tap roximum that IST.st
could carry. At the objective area„ on Fox minus two, an additional
150 assault troops were transferred to 1.49Ts to complete the Lilt assault
waves'. —

4.. The loa. ding s of cargo was pia- mod. to pro4ide for a balanced
flow of combat' supplies to the beaches. Ammunition,- rations, and
Class III were- stowed by' type in vertical .blocks which were arranged
radially around the hatch opening. This method made them available
for simultaneous unloading. The plan iworked very' satisfaotorily.
all but two cases necessary supplies were in the dumps .ashore 'before
troops had need of them. The exceptions were salt tablets and fuzes
for 155rmi howitzer ammunition.' future loadings; salt tablets win
be loaded witii.medi.cal supplies to insilibe delivery, of this
important item.
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5. The 41 Portable 'Surgical Hospital.,and'17.'Field ,Hospital
were embarked at Guadalcanal. Six vehicles were preloaded for them
at Oahu; however, no definite' - information, could be obtainbc1,- con,
corning the total space requirOmehts Of these ,Upon arrival
at Guadalcanal-, it was found that Aheir Trequ' irements had: been under.
estimated by several thousand cubic feet. By rearranging loads of
two ships most of their equipment was embarked. However, this was
done at the sacrifice of some unloading

6.. One of the greatest ,'difficulties encountered in the 'entire
loading process was the -lack of, information which' unit coninanders
had relative to the amount of organizational equipment that was-to
be taken. The -Division had arrived in the 'staging area with rani-
= essential, equipment, as 'prescribed in Pr 443-, TOM.. The re-
quirements for this operation ,were far in 'excess 'of' 'theseminimum
essentials. The lack of- information as to what additional items.
'could be taken- preVented the preparation of accurate_ ,Cargo: Manifest
Sheets and Unit -Personnel .and, Tonnage Tables. Many revisions were
necessary which resulted in the loss of considerable tine and,
effort.

7. In general, many of the difficulties encountered in the
combat loading of equipment and supplies were eliminated when
Phase II of the operation was cancelled. Complete unloading
brought some low priority supplies into- the beaches too/ early,
but combat supplies were available when, needed.

SECTION V - MOVEMENT TO OBJECTIVE AREA

1. The Division departed from Oahu in two echelons. The first
consisting of ',Ks leaving on 8 August; the second consisting ,of
transports on 12 August. Transports arrived at Guadalcanal on 24
August l; ‘LSTs on 26 August.

2. The period at sea was devoted to Work on 'the plans for' the
assault on Angaut.', defense_ of the beachhead 'for- the night of the
firs't day, continuation of the, attack on the second day, 'drid de-
fense of the island against amphibious counthrattack. Plans were
also -prepared in conjunction with the Island Commander, who was
_aboard the USS Fremont with the Division Commander, for locating
roads, ,bivouac areas, and installations. The problem of locating
the entire Division on Ang,aux in addition to the airfield 'and '-
garrison troops was difficult of solution in view of :the' limited
acreage of the island.

3. /Several coranand' post exercises were held for the joint.
army and navy staffs. The situation assumed was based on the
Preferred Plan as well as the Alternate- Plans for thE, captu:re of
Angaux Island 'and the Guadalcanal rehearsal exercises. These
proved extremely valuable in giving each staff an understanding -

-17-



 

  

 

   

  

 

  

 

SCHEMATIC Dimakm 
• 

. ANGAUR ATTACK FORCE 

R.O.T. 321 — BEACH BLUE ROT 322 — BEACH RED 

LYE OF. DEPARTURE 1 2)lINE OF DEPARTURE C' 
•LCC ,/\ LCC LCC LCC 

39054 60141 39055 39056 

PC 1178 PC 1?51 
TU 32.6.3 

Tu 36.6.12 TU 3 
131? 
FA 

LST 556- LST 660, 
LST 736 LST 555 LST 990 LST 559 

906 
FA -

LST 557 LST 558LST 552 

/\\ /\
APD Rcia 

S 

APA c•2 APA 
E-4 I 13 Tr Ei 1 

52 ia 1-1 r-t 35(F) APA c\11- 1.4 C\Z APA 
GA C\I cv al c\i s SANDS - 50 , n cr\ 90 

- SUMTER CALLAWAY —:PEPCi JAIES OTHARA 
• 

\<,. AFL DIV 
› w ES' APA 44(F)jms E-1 

AK 0 r;-1 • AKA c\I APA
C\ico , FRONT43 cc'At 48 - (n 1 12(F 

Juftf..4a LEON WT,CTRA LEONARD WOOD 

•LST t?,F LST 
1015 610 

LSD ti), AP LST 908 AP m LSD 
77 171 102 

(Pi 10LST 13.31T4 •OAKIIILL STORLIKING LAS4LE WHITEMSH 
991 

GUEST CLEVELAND TENNESSEE 

HALFORD DENVER 

MINNEAPOLIS FULLA1 • --PENNSUITANIA. 

HUDSON COLUMBIA' 



 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
••••

of the others problemq. Procedures were developed which assisted

material)y- in making the joint staffs function smoothly during the

actual assault.

4. During the stay at Guadal3anal,, several' conferences were
held with commanders and staffs of III PhibCor-ps-, and subordinate

stinits in which all details of the i'actical and logistical plans
of the operation were reviewed.-

, 5. Troops were landed at Guadalaanal for *conditioning marches

and recreatidn during the period ini.ri.ea rehearsal exercises were not .

being conducted.

6. The first echelon departed from,Guada.lcanal on 4 September;
the second on 8 September. Immediately after departure, troops wore

informed of the mission and plan of .operation;

*.

SECTION ARtit.T.111, DI.clITECTIVE AREA

L The Division arrived ill., the Palau area at 0515,- 15 September

east longitude time. During the period, 0700-0900 additional assault

troops were transferred to :Ms. Beginning at 1200 transports moved

northward of the eastern shores of Palau Islands to -vicinity of liamai

Bay, Babelthuap for demonstration in assault ,landing

On Peleliu ‘by 1s- Marine Division. No landing craft.-were launched;

but destroyers of the naval escort fired_ into the village' and. beach at
1.110..eld'ok Pt. Transports continued to move within sight of the northern

Palau Islands throughout daylight hours. , -•

2., On 16 September the USS Fremont (F) cruised in :the vicinity
of .Aingaur4and_ cond,ucted, close off-shore reconnaissance Of the land-.

ing beaches. -Battleships, cruisers, destroyers and naval planes

subjected Angaur to a heavy bombardment throughout the day. At 1450

orders- were received from Commander Angall,:t? Attack Force to the effect

that the Division would assault Angaur a 0830, 17 September, under

provisions of the,,Prefex'rea Flan.

PETION -•
'AIR AND NAVAL PREPARLT ION FOR 14.10)TaLf1

10 At 0530, 17 September 2.944, flre support ships began a slow and

deliberate bombardment of area targets well inland- of the beaches. All

parts of; the island were sul?jocted to,these fires.

OM 4. ow 4. ow es eito on 44•• ais gee ow 01. sis 4,10 .M. 61.1 so sir sr ea Mil am es• gier

For detailed report ace Operational Featrams.
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2. Naval gunfire was scheduled to lift during the period
0735-0750 to allow for air bombardment by fast carrier planes.
However, planes were late in reporting on station, and at 0740
only 6 of an originally planned flight of 44 planos began their
attack. In Tim of this delay, the Commander Angaur Attack Force
ordered the continuation of law-angle naval gunfire during the
i-emainder of the period scheduled for air attack. At 0748 a pre
landing strike was made by 16 VFs, 16 VBs, and 8 VTs. .They were
directed Itr GSA to bomb and strafe targets inland of the beaches
to avoid interference with naval gunfire. Air bombardment ceased
10 minutes later than scheduled.

3. At 0804 intensive naval gunfire was directed on the land-
ing beaches. This continued ,until 0822, at which time heavy caliber
guns ceased fire in order to avoid interference with landing craft
moving towards the shore. Fire from 511 and 60 guns shifted to the
flanks of the beaches and the area between the beaches to a flepth
of 1500-2000 yards. These fires continued until 0830.

4. LCIs opened'intensive fires on the beaches at 0815; employ-
ing: 4.211 chemical mortars and 40ram and 20ram guns,. They continued
this fire during the approach to the 'beaches. LCIs added rocket
fire to this barrage as they approached to within 1200-1000 yards
of the shore. Mortar and rocket fire ceased on red flare signal
to allow for strafing attack by NE planes. Signal flares ,were
fired off Beach Blue at 0825; off Beach Rod at 0828. Fire from
20mm and 40mm guns continued against the flanks of the beaches until
masked by friendly troops.'

5. The pre-landing strafing attack was scheduled to begin
when first waves wore 1000 yards off shore, and ,to continue until
first waves were landed. Twelve VIPs strafed Beach Blue from 0825
until 0830; a similar number strafed Beach Rod from 0828 until
0836.

6. Additional pre-landin6 air support wae furnished-by
direct air support planes on station. Pilots were directed to
attack targets of opportunity 'before returning to base. ,Three
such attacks were made at 0740, CNB, and 0815 on pillboxes and
machine gun positions.

7. Beginning at 0830 and continuing until 0900, 5" and 6"
naval guns were fired along a general north-south line 1200-2000
yards inland to prevent the movement of enemy reserves into the '
areas of the landing beaches.

*
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17 SEPTEMBER 1944
(FOX DAY)

The assault on Angaur ,began at 0530, 17 September '1944, as fire
support ,ships and carrier llanes subjected the island to a heavy bomb-
a.rdment. Under cover, of this fire, troops began to 'debark from.,,trans-
ports and LSTs; and by 0730, all organized waves of assault and
supporting troops were boated. At 0750 the ,first waves of LVTs ,were
at the lines' of departure, 3000 yards offshore Beaches , Red and Blue. --

The approach to thedbeache,s began at '0810. Las:preced.ed the
first waves' by 390 yards, covering the movement with fire from 40rrun
and 20mm gun's, mortars, and rocket guns.. As Las ariproached to
within 1000 yards of the shore', theS7- moved to the flanks to allow
tha passage of LVTs through them. -- Strafing ,attacks by ,carrier •
planes protected troops during the last 1006 yards of approach -..to
the beaches.

The first wave of LITTs of ROT 321 landed on B6ach Blue at 0830,
as scheduled. The first wave of LVTs of RCT 322 landed on Beach Red,
at 0836, six minutes behind schedule, the delay being due to a slight
current running south off -Beach Red. Enemy resistanc'e to the landing
on both beaches was limited to sporadic mortar and siall-arms fire
which were -directed against LVTs approaching the beach. -

-The advance of troops inland from the beaches was slow due, in
part, to the difficulties of the . terrain. At 0845 the locations of
'advance elements on both fronts were approldmately 50 yards inland.
ROT 321 had been forced to cut its way through defensive wire and a
wall just inland' of Beach Blue to effect a penetration.

The favorable sea conditions in the early morning of Fox Day
enabled landing craft to approach the beaches with comparative ease.
The six waves of LVTs land,c at the scheduled intervals. By 0900
all assault troops were discharged, with damage to only two LVTs on
Beach Blue. Supporting troops were landed in LCVPs as rapidly as
the capacity of each beach would permit.

Congestion on the beaches .developed about 0915, due largely to
the embankments immediately in rear of each beach which required -
bulldozers to develop roads leading off the beach. There was also
considerable debris caused by the preparation' fires which made
passage of all types vehicles most difficult. The flow of traffic
to Beach Red was further impeded-by the failure of 3 LoVPs to retract
promptly from th 3 deep sand. On Beach Blue it became necessary to
remove underwater obstacles to widen the water approach.
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The transport divisicn carrying RCT 323 made'a-demonstration off
,the western shore of the island shortly after 0830.

By 0900 the advance was progressing more ,rapidly..' Some troops
began to emerge from the dense jungle growth which lined the,east
coast of the island. ; In the ROT 322 zone of action; the Mbst rapid
progress was made in'the direction of cape _Gallatin, an -immediate
objective of BLT 322-1. On the left, the progress of BLit 322-3 was,
impeded by heavy undergrowth,. enemy mortai., fire' falling, consisteritly-
into the area just south of Beach Red, and,small_arm6 fire, from
behind the ridge in TA 115 H,N, By 1000 the 2aTjladtpenetrated to an,
average depth of 200 yards.

Evidence of, strengthening enemyresistance'oc,durred in the zone
of BLT 32-2. After advancing 150 yards inland,, it was subjected to
mortar and small \arms fire from Pillboxes in, TA Ill B.P aga:thst hi 'h.
a strong air attack was directed. By 1000 the BLT had penetrated to
a depth of 200 yards, inland and 100 yards northward along- the ,cpa:st,
demolishing several pillboxes in the course of' the advance On the
left of the ROT 321 zone, movement by BLT 321-1 was impeded' by enemy*
mines sawn about 50 yards inland from: Beach Blue and extending south.
By 0940 the BLT advanced approximately '200 yards to the west_and,14as
reported 75 yards short of the 0-1 line, Its progress along the coast-,
south of each Blue was held up by fire from enemy pillbbxes in TA
El J and entrenchments in TA 107 T.

Co A:710 Tank Be', was landed on Beach Blue ,at 0944 and moved
inland through a breach in the defensive wall and AT ditch guarding
Beach Blue. At 0958 Co B1 710 Tank Bn, began landing on'Beach Red and
moved inland to join infantry troops. '

At 0845-planes laid a smOke screen-over the high ground in the
northwest cornet of the island to prevent enemy observation of
friendly ,troops. _The smoke, screen was laid too high and proved
ineffective. -

At 0930 orders were issued to boat- the infantry elemepts of the
Division reserve (ELT 321-3) Eiad for it to remain in the transport
area until needd.

The expansion of the beachhead became, rapid in_the nofth, as .
BLT 322-1, adv&Icing on Cape Gallatin, occupied it at 1120. - Turning
west, the ELT reached the 0-1 line along the coast and prepared a
temporary fiefensive position while, awaiting orders to'6ontinue the
-advance to the 0-2 line. On the left, ELT 322-3 continued to be
harrassed by ene4 mortar fire falling on the "south edge of Beach
Red and anal] arms fire 'from the ridge in TA 11514N. With the,
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elimination of, the latter, tank-infantry teams moved rapidly to the
southwest rlong the Pacific RR, creating a bulge approximately 150
yards beyond the 0-1 line.

, At Beach Blue the advance was slower, due to enemy mortar,
machine gun, and sniper Are. Several pillboxes in TA 112 K,I,N: were
bypassed in an effort to effect an early junction with ROT 322 on the
north. Mopping up was left to units in the rear.. Fire from enemy
pillboxes continued to be directed on Our troops, and our air support
bombed and strafed these enemy positioris'at 1137. Elements on the
left of BLT 321-2 pushed on in the face, of light resistance and
occupied the 0-1 lines Heavy Inotar, machine gun, and sniper fire on
the left flank of Beach Blue made it difficult for BLT 321-1 to ad-
vance to the south. Several enemy pillboxes remained 'active in 'spite
of repeated rocket attacks by friendly planes.

At 1140,the command post of ROT 321 was establishcd in TA 112 P2
and CO ROT 321 assumed concand of troops ashore.

Beginning at 1000 boat traffic toward both beaches was accelerate-d,
At 1132 Beach Rcd was ready to receive remaining elements of the 710
Tank Bn. At 1137 Beach Blue was reported to be sufficiently clear to
receive all supplies, except general cargo.

• At 1020 fire support ships placed an effective stoke screen on
the high ground in the northwest corner of the island.

At 1135 the reconnaissance party of the 906 FA Bn was ordered to,
Beach Red, with the remainder of the battalion to stand by 'until
called for "At 1145 the Division Raserve BLT was ordered to land on
Beach Bluc, move to an-assembly area in TA 112 GI 'establish comintini-
cation with 00 ROT 321, and await further orders from Division Head-
quarters The*BLT was further ordered to release its shore party to
CO ROT 321.

Enemy resistance in the ROT 322 zone of action continued to be
light. By 1400 BLT 322-1 completed occupation of the 0-1 line with-
out opposition. On the left; BLT 322-3 reached the 0-1 line in the '
vicinity of TA 115 L and had patrols Operating 800 yards to the west,
without making contact with the enemy. Resistance continued on' the
south flank with mortar and sniper fire preventing an advance to the
RCT boundary.

At 1230 the command post of ROT 322 was established in TA 116 C,
and CO ROT 322 assumed command of troops ashore.

In the Buach Blue area, considerable resistance from enemy
pillboxes and snipers continued to impede the advance of troops
inland and to the flanks. At 1250 BrT.321.-2 reduced pillboxes
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in TA 110 0 and 112 K,L,M which it had bypassed during the early 
advance. By 1400 the ELT had moved-to within 350 yards of the RCT 
boundary on the north. On the left, ELT 321-1 reached the 0-1 line 
in the vicinity of TA 111 X and sent patrols to the west and southwest. 
Heavy rifle'and automatic fire prevented any. appreciable gains on the 
south flank. , 

In view of the delay encount;ered by RCTs in establishing physical 
contact and the strong enemy resistance opposing BLT 321-2, CO RCT 322 
was directed, at 1250, to push the attack vigorously on his left flank 
and gain contact with ROT 321, 

At 1205 Co O, 710 Tank En, was ordered to land on Beach Red, move 
to an assembly area in'vicinity of TA 115 N to await further orders, 
and establish liaison with ROT 322. 

At 1415 CO ROT 322 was ordered to advance his right flank to the 
0-2 line, north of., Aztec to the sea. BLT 322-1 advanced without 
opposition and by 1600 occupied the 0-2 line and the ground approxi-
mately 300 yards beyond it along the north coast. BLT 322-3 advanced 
south and southwest in an effort to occupy the entire 0-1 line within 
its zone of action and make contact with ROT 321; but progress was . 
slow, due to the difficult terrain and sniper fire which continued to 
come from the wooded area in TA 116, At 1555 CO ROT 322'was ordered 
to advance his left flank to the 0-2 line south of Aztec, and to con-
tinue to make effort to establish contact with RCT -321. 

In the ROT 321 zone, BLT 321-2 continued to move north in the face 
of heavy fire from a pillbox in TA -115:M. All attempts to advance to 
the ROT boundary were.unsuccessful. In the south, BLT 321-1 destroyed 
a blockhouse located in 107 E which was manned by 30 Japanese, and 
continued to assault another pillbox and en-trenchments in the same area. 

At 1545 CO ROT 321 was ordered to advance as far as possible in the 
dection ofthe 0-2 line, secure ground favorable 'for the night'sir 
defense, and make ever# effort to contact RCT,322. 

At 1410 the 906 FA En was ordei.ed to land on Beach Red and'occupy 
previously reconnoitered firing positions in the general- vicinity of 

Cape Gallatin. Orders were issued at 1600 for"the 316 FA En to land. 

on Beach Red and occupy firing positions in the vicinity of 74 11511. 

During the remaining hours of daylight of Fox Day, the movement 

of troops was based on the ordere to reach ground favorable for the 

defense and as close as possible to the 0-2 line. Along the north 
coast, the salient created by the advance'of BLT 322-1 was withdrawn 
to shorten the front and troops dug in generally along the 0.2 line. 

• '1 
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On the left, ELT 322-3 continued to advance against enemy sniper 
fire, but failed to contact elements of ,RqT 321. In the center' 
of the RCT 322 front, the salient pointing in the direction of 
Dateland was extended considerably as troops occupied favorable 
terrain about 200 yards'hort of the 0-2 line. 

In the RCT 321 zone, BLT 321-2 found it impossible to advanoe 
against the continaed strong enemy- resistance to its north flank. 
Troops in TA ill I,N were withdrawn'to defensive position's closer 
to the 0-1 line. On the left flank, ELT 321-1 continued its slow 
advance with a flanking movement around enemy defensive'position 
located in the point of land in TA 107 E4. 

Visual contact between patrols sent out by RCT 321 and RCT'322 
was made at 1620 in the vicinity of TA Ill 02; physical contact, 
however, was not established c 

• Co'C., 710 Tank En, in Division Reserve, landed on each Red at 
1615, losing two tanks temporarily by drowning during transit from 
ship to shore. 

By 1625 the 906 FA En had occupied -positions in vicinity of TA 
119 P and commenced registration firing. 

- At 1640 the Commanding General Division Artillery was directed 
to go ashore in order to coordinate artillery defensive fires for 
the night and artillery support for the resumption of the attack 
tentatively set for 0830, 18 September. He was furthet directed to 
coordinate defenses of 316 FA En and Co 0, 710 Tank Bn. 

At 1700 BLT 321-3 was released to CO ROT 321 for the purpose 
of strengthening the defenses of Beach Blue during the -night, the BLT 
to revert to Division control at daylight 18 September. 

During the hours of darkness, the 316 FA Bn and 906 FA Bn fired 
on all known and suspected enemy defensive positions and routes of 
approach to Beaches Red and Blue. Fire support ships covered the -
western half of 5the island with interdictory fires and illuminating 
flares. 

" At 2130 the following order was ra.clioed to RCTs ashore: "FLEET 
AND FLEET AIR ARM CONTINUES TO SUPPORT THE DIVISION. IVISION 
ATTACKS AT'1809001 TO-SEIZE 0-4 LD PRESENT FRONT LINES. 
BOUNDARIES.," NO CHANGL 322 INF (CO,,C1 710 TANK BN ATTACHED) SIZE 
0-4 LINE. 321 INF ,(1ESS ELT,3) SEIZE 0-2 LINE AND CLEAR REAR AREA 

,IN ZONE OF ACTION. BLT 321-3 IN DIVISION RESERVE REMAINS _PRESENT 
LOCATION. DIV ARTY With SUPPORT THE ATTACK AND DELIVER 3 HOUR 
PREPARATION,BEGINNING 06001. END OF PREPARATION NUL BE VINDICATED 
BY WP SMOKE SHELL." 





 

 

 

 

 

Between 2300-2400 orders were issued for the landing of eletents
of Division Headquarters and 81 Cav Ren Troop, beginning at 0630, 18
September.

Enemy activity during the night consisted of infiltration
patrols on the south flank of RCT 321 and intermittent mortar fire in

vicinity of Beach Red.- ,

During the day the command radio net functioned fperfectly. The

Division Commander vas in voice-radio contact with RCT Commanders at

all times.

;8 SEPTEMBER 1944
kFOX Plus One Day)

At 0530 6n enemy counterattack struck the south flank of BLT 321-1

in TA 107 I1,1 Concentrated enemy- mortar fire in TA 107 J2caused

forward elements of Co B to withdraw approximately 50 yards. Immediate

response to request for strafing and rocket attack on enemy troops in

TA 107 J aided materially in dissipating the threat of penetration

into defensive positions, By 0745 the enemy began to withdraw, and
forward positions were reoccupied„ The coanterattack had caused con-

siderable casualties, particularly in Co B, with the result -that..the

company was withdrawn into RCT reserve and replaced by Co G. Enemy

mortar fire which fell into the 1st Bn Hq area caused several casual-
ties, including the wounding of the battalion commander and some of

his staff. ,

At 0645 Co C,306 Engr En was detached from RCT 323 and .released.
to Division by III PhibCorps. At 0750 the company- was ordered to land

on Beach Rod. At 0645the Command Group, 306 Engr En; was directed to

land on Beach Rod.

• 

, At 0705 Co I of the Division Reserve Bn was released to CO ROT

321 as regimental reserve.

Boating of the advance elements of Division Headquarters commenced
at 07Q51 and it was landed on Beach Red at 0755. 81 Cav Rcn Troop

landed on Beach Red at 0755. Additional elements of Division Head-
quarters began boating at 0800. -

••••

From 0600-0900 a heavy artillery concentration was fired by the

316 and 906 FA Ens Along the fronts of the 32l and 322 Inf in prepara-

tion for the attack Scheduled naval gunfire and air bombardment were

directed against enemy- positions in TA 109 D,E1J and TA 110 F:S.

At 0900' the 322 If launched its attack to seize the 0-4 line.
On the north, the 2nd En passed through the 1st En, -which was with-
drawn into regimental reserve. The mission of the 2nd Bn was to

outflank Ramauldo Hill, then move south in order to make a junction

-33-





 

 

 

 

with the 3rd Bn in the Ii-icinity of the 0-4 line. Progress was
difficult due to the heavily- wooded and broken terrain along the
north coast which limited the rate of advance to a maximum Of 150
yards per hour. On the left, infantry-tank team of the 3rd Bn
moved west to occupy the area in the vicinity- of the Phosph'ate
Plant.

the 321 Inf zone the attack towards the 0-2 line was delayed
by ,enemy action, At'0905an enemy counterattack struck the left
flank of the 2nd Bn; and it was repulsed by-1000 with the aid of strong
air attacks on anamy troops in TA 111I,RAT. At 0935 a second -
counterattack struck the 1st Bn in the vicinity of Rocky Point,
forcing a withdrawal of the extreme left:flankjiear the shore to
positions north of the Southern 'Railroad; All available direct air
support plahes on station were ordered tä assist in repulsing the
attaek; and the area TA 107 H,J,I,C .was 'saturated with bombs, rockets,
and .50,caliber machine gun fire. An LCI stan'ang off Beach Blue.
aided in repulsing the attack, by taking Rocky- Point under fire with
its 40n-lm and 20mm guns. The 710 Tank Bn Prov Mortar Platoon fired
a continual barr6.ge until 1030,,at which time the situation had become
stabilized.

At 0942 the Division Advance OP was established in TA 115 02
and communibations established with major units ashore. The Command-
ing General landed on Beach Red at 0925.

Progress by the 2nd. Bn on the north flank of the 322 Ini continued
to be impeded by difficult terrain and heavy woods. .By 1200 it had
advanced 300' yards. On the south, the 3rd Bn received part of the,
attack by friendly planes between 1015 and 1038,, The air strikes
within our own _Tines were. made as a result of erroneous designation ,
of targets by. ground elements which 'called for ,the support, together '
with other seemingly unavoidable circumstances incident'to the combat.

At 1035 the' 321st Inf bean its advance to the 0-2 line after
repulsing counterattacks' on both flanks, The 2nd Bn advanced along'
its entire front, making' its main effort to the north and northwest,
and succeeded In establishing physical contact with elements of the
322nd Inf on its right in TA 111 C, D, and P. 'Enemy snipers, well *
hidden in the heavily wooded area in TA 112, B,C and 116 N, continued
to impede the progress of troops attempting to mop up in this area.
On the left, the 1st Bn could not advance south along the coast doe
to extremely heavy enemy fire from pillboxes and dugouts in 107 ',J.
The battalion moved 100 yards to the west and then South in an
attempt to outflank enemy strong -points along the coast.

- At 1200 the Division CP opened at 115 0 and closed aboard PEA'
44,and the Commanding General, 81st Infantry DiAilsion,officially
advised the Naval Commander that he was in cofilmand of troops ashore
a formality called for by the plan of command.
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Progress in the north sector of the 322 Inf zone continueTto be
slow as troops worked their way through the dense jungle growth. By,
325,00 they reached the 0-3 line. On the left, infantry-tank teams of
the 3rd &I captured the ground in the vicinity of the Phosphate Plant
and headed for the coast.'

-In the 321 Inf zone the 2nd Bn advanceplwest towards the
line, maintaining contact with the 322nd Inf on the right. Enemy
snipers remained active in the pocket in the vicinity of116 W in
spite ,of all efforts to search them out. OA the left, continued
enemy resistance from pillboxes in TA 107 II,' prevented southward
movement by. the 1st Bn along the coast. Enemy AT mines in 107
slowed down infantry-tank teams attempting to outflank this
resistance.

At 1257 a final group of Division Headquarters was ordered to
land on Beach Red.

At 1330 two batteries of 318 FA Bn on APA 102 were ordered to
land on Beach Red to occupy previously reconnoitered positions in
the Cape Gallatin area, and the 317-FA Bn was ordered to land on
Beach Blue to occupy positions in the vicinity of 112 C. '

At 1425 the 81st Cav Rcn Troop was ordered to send a combat
pall to make a thorough reconnaissance of the area in the vicinity
of TA 116 VI and 112 C and destroy- all enemy snipers in the area,

By 1330 one battery, of'the 155.mm Gun Bn.(Marine), emplaced on
the southern tip of Peleliu, had conducted registration firing on
Angaur.

After advancing to TA 117 R and encountering cliff t rising to '
75 feet which effectively blocked movement to the south, the 2nd Bn,
322 Inf withdrew 300 yards to favorable defensive terrain for the
night. On the left, the 3rd Bn mopped up the Phosphate Plant area
and prepared the defense of the 'salient it had created in the direc-
tion of Saipan Town. Infantry-tank patrols reeonnoitered to the edge
of the town in the 6outhwest in anticipation of the resumption of the
attack the next day.

In the 321 Inf zone, the 2nd Bn advanced to within 100 yards of
the 0-2 line. On the left, the ist.Bn advanced 250 yards in its
flanking move around enemy coastal defenses. At 1625 a pillbox in
TA 108 A3, which had been partially destroyed in the first day's
fighting, became active again. At 1655 the pillbaxwas completely
destroyed and buried to prevent its reoccupation by enemy infiltra-,
tion patrols.
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At 1532 orders were issued to the Division Reserve- to remain in

its present location for the night. At 1542 CO 321 Inf was advised
that Co I of the Division Reserve was to remain attached to the 321
Inf for employment in the defense of the regimental sector.

. By the combined - action'of the a Cav Rcn. Troop combat patrol and
mcp-up details of the 2nd En, 323. Inf, the a.rea in vicinity of TA 116
W and 112 BIC was cleared of enemy snipers and it was ,occupied by the

317 FA En.

'At 1715 orders were issued for the continuation of the attack at

07301 19 September..

Throughout the hours of darkness fire support- ships illuminated

the unoccupied part of the island and Division Artillery laid down

heavy concentrations on all known enemy defenses and routes of
approach for counterattack. The battery. Of 155xnm guns emplaced on

Peleliu fired on enemy defenses in TA 102.

A Red Air Alert --was in effect from 1935 o 2205,' but enemy
_ planes failed to, attack Angaur., 0-01er enemy activity during the

night consisted of infiltration' patrols operating against, both ,tegi-

meats and intermittent mortar fir,e in: the vicinity of Beach Red. - -

Btu A, 483 AAA (All) En landed on Beach Red at 2330 and occupied

positions in TA 115,3*.

\ 19 TEPTEMR 1944
(M.F. P1uu-2 Days)

From 0600 to 0700 fire support ships'and planes bombarded
area South 'of the line TA 103 D - 105 J. Begihning. at 0630 Division
Artillery fired a one-hour preparation to precede the attack.

The attack was resumed at ,0730. 'In the' north, the 322 Inf.'

.advanced With three -battalions abi-east, the 2nd En on .the right, the

1st En in the center, and the 3rd En on the left. The plan of the

322. Inf was for the 1st and .2nd Ens to adVance, to the southwest' and
seize- all the ground north 'of the 0-4 line, except Romauldo Hill
which was to - be mopped up by elements of,' the 2nd En after the com-
pletion of its primary mission. ,Furthe'r, 'the 2nd En was to defend
along the north coast to prevent the withdrawal of the enemy eastward
from Romauldo'.Hill. The 3rd En, supported by two companies of medium,

tanks 710 Tank En:was to advance directly through' Saipan Town and

occupy_ the area between the (),-.4 line and 0-5 line.
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By 0830 rapid progress was being made. At that hour the Division

Commander conferred with commanders 321 Inf and 322 Inf at the Phos-

, phate Plant and directed -them to coptinue to advance beyond the 0-5

and 111-6 lines and to complete the seizure of the island within their

respective zones.

In the 321 Inf zone, infantry-tank teams of the '2nd En made swift

progress to seize Middle Village by 0900. Abandoned enemy defense

installations within the area were destroyed to prevent their reOccu-

pation lay small enemy groups which were still active in the area. The

battalioh turned south and advanced 400 yards to reach the edge of the

swamp in TA 106 11,N10.' Tanks on reconnaissance missions moved along

the boundary between regiments nd reconnoitered to viithin 200 yards

of the south tip of the islana. On the left, the 3rd En passed through'

the 1st En; the latter, less one company, reverting to Division Reserve,

Combined infantry-tank 'action by the 3rd En eliminated three enemy

pillboxes, aiong the coast just south of Rocky Point. The battalion

continued to advance in parallel columns, one along the coast and the

other approximately 300 yards ihland,. Heavy, fire from two enemy pill—
boxes in TA: 107-L and caves in TA 107 R pinned down troops advancing
along the coast. The inland column,reathed_ the, edge of the swamp in

TA 106 O'and turned east. Repeated attempts by both columns to con-

verge on the pillboxes in TA 107 L were frtistrated by heavy machine

gun fire and extremely well controlled mortar fire which inflicted

heavy casualties on friendly assault troops.

At 0745 the 81 Cav Ben Troop was ordered to clear, of the enemy

all caves and holes along the coast, southward from a;ach Red.

The capture of Saipan Town was completed as the 3rd En 322 Inf

,reached the.0-6 line.. Mopping up details were employed to search out

individual claps who continued to hide in holes and dugouts along th
e

coast and in the ruins of buildings within the town. The 2nd En-

reinforced by Co E continued in its attempt to take Palomas Hill.

Some troops succeeded in vrorking their way up the rocky slopes,
 but

progress was slow and costly. Elerpesnts of the 2nd,n moved around ,

the base of the hill in order to bypass it and move notthward
 along

the coast to reach Romauldo Hill by way of Beach Black. Other troops

advanced through the railroad cut 'towards TA 113 2, but were 
stopped

by heavy enemy fire from numerous defensive positions a
round Sa1om6

Lake.

In view of-the situation as it exited at 1230, the Division

Reserve (1st En, 321 Inf) was released to CO 321 Inf and CO 32
2 Inf

directed to constitute a regimental reserve. Pursuant to these' .

instructions the 1st En 322 Inf reverted to regimental reserve
 and

occupied an-assembly area in the vicinity of the Phosphate Plant.
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Progress ,by the 321 :MI', continued to be impeded by heavy enemy
resistan*,41ong Beach Green and the swampy terrain to the west of it.
In, order to move, as rapidly as possible towards the ,southern, tip of
the island, ,,the 2nd En on the 1-.,.ght withd±ew froni-th,e, edge of the
.swamp M,N towards Middle Village, and then imbved south on
the firm .gi'otiO,alo,ng the bouhclarr between regime.hts.„ On the past
coast the r3r4•Bn, continued its efforts to reduce`thp,,defenses of -
Beach Green;31thoee„,- and succeeded in destroying two, caves at TA 107 Q.
At 1500 t,h0-0,323: inf comm#tqc1.,1,12.e, ltht En-in the 6.p between the
2nd and 3rct*.Bnb,-'4,nd, a geperal, a4vanc& t95, the south began with three
battalions abreast. The acheme ef, maneuver was to 'advance rapidly
on the right tà seize the -.southeim tip of the ,island and 'reduce at
the same_ tine' the strong enemy, pbsitidris !at Beach, Green Three with
a frontal advance by the 3rd En- 'along the east and a flanking move-
ment by .0.e'Ist En through the qv‘tamiD.

At, 1300 the' 906 FA.- En was reembarked: for, employment- in the
Ulithi oiDeration with RCT 323. At the-same tithe, , Btry C,. 318 FA'
En was landecl.'"cii Beach Red ,and joined the remainder of the
battalion at Cape Gallatin.,

, All attempts of the 322' Trif, to 'capture PalOmas _Hill and' advance
to Romauldo Hill, were met by strong enemy' ,resistance 7 In view, of •
the impossibility of -gaining -_pbsitiohs' favorable 'for the, defense
prior • to darkness, Bn 'was' withdrawn; to the 'vicinity of the
Phosphate Plant. The 1# ',En 'Moved 'to TA:115 where it occupied
d.efensive ipositions -in order to 'protect 'rear installations on Beach
Red from possible enemy •COunterattack. ,The 3rd En established
defensive positions in Saipan 'Town.

The 321 Inf advanced with three battalions abreast. The 2nd
Bn, accompanied by tanks, _advanced 800 yards and reached the north
edge of a cocoanut grove in TA 102 where it was counterattacked at
1735 by 'an enemy force estimated at 200: The attack was repulsed
with heavy losses to the Japanese. The 3rd En, moving along the
coast, destroyed several enemy defensive installations guarding
the northern edge of Beach Green Three, and continued to advance
against many others concentrated within its zone.5 The 1st En
moved through the swamp in TA 106 and into flanking, positions
about 600 yards to the west of the enemy beach defenses.

' At 1730 uneonfirmed reports indicated an enemy attempt to
evacuate by rubber boats from the southern end of the island.
Artillery concentrations were laid down along the water edge in
TA 102 and TA 103 to frustrate any such attempt to escape.

At 1800 orders were issued for the continuation of the attack
at 0730, 20 September.
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At 1930 the three medium. tank companies, ,7I0 Tank -Bn, less one
medium tank platoon, were. 'attached to the 321-:Inf to 'assist in cap-
turing the southern half of ,The Division - Artillery was
directed to .pupport the attack of the 32:. Inf :with caU fires from
all batteries., s

A Red Air Alert Warning was in effect from 1.855 to 1945; but
enemy planes failed to attack Angaur Island. Other enemy activity
during the night consisted of wideSpx.elad infiltration by Japanese

patrols. Conaid.erable harrassing iffire front 6110111 mOrtars located
on Palmas Hill fell into the/2nd En, 322 :Ent: area. An expected,.
'enemy counterattack on the _left flank of the 321:-Inf failed to
materialize.

Divisien Artillery fired approximately 500 rounds on enemy .
defensive installations in TA 102. Due to the proximity of troops
to all objectives, naval gunfire was dispensed with except il-
luminating shells which were fired over the southern and north-
western parts of the island. LCIs kept the waters under surveil-
lance throughout the night to prevent any attempt by the enemy to

escape from the island.

Between midnight and 0200, Btries B and C, 483 AAA (AW) En
were landed on Beach Red and occupied positions in TA 115 E.

20 6EPTEMEFR 1944. s
(FOX Plus 3 Days)

The 322 inf attacked at 0730. The 2nd Bn, supported by the
- Cannon Co and one platoon of me6dum tanks, advanced to'capture
Palmas Hill. - The enemy offer.z16 stubborn res'istance from the many -

, caves and the strongly fortified poaLtions that covered the hill.
At 0900 the battalion seized its objective and captured large stores

of Japanese equipment' and -weapons', i acluding several guns of 75mm
caliber. None of 'the enemy surrendered. The 1st and 3rd Ens re-

mained in the defensive positions which they had occupied cluring,

the previous night.

The attack of the 321 inf was delayed ,ending the arrival of

additional elements' of the 710 Tank Bn which had been attached to

it. .The 2nd En, reinforced by two rifle companies of 1st Bn and
two companies of tanks, began its advance to the south at 0805. •

It quickly over-ran-numerous dugouts, pillboxes, and fire trenches,

forcing disorganized elements of the enemy to flee' to the southern
tip of the island. In 'the vicinity of Beach Ctreen, the 1st ,En,

supported' by one company of tanks, continued to fdrce its way along
the coast, meeting 'considerable resistance from many pillboxe's
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defending the beach. Remaining elements of the 1st En advanced through 
the swamp and approached closer to the rear of the enemy defenses along 
Beach Green. 

At 0700 Btry D, 483 AAA (AVI) Bn landed on 'Beach Blue and occupied 
firing positions to the flanks of the beach. 

After capturing Palomas Hill, ,tcla 2nd En, 322 Inf reorganized 
and began to advance in the,,direction of the high ground in TA 113 
The extremely broken terrain and strong enemy resistance made move-
ment most difficult, Tra1aying vehicles_ could approach the ob-
jective only'through a ve:,-y nar.'.'ow defile along the railroad *track 
in TA 1.13 T. Two 11-Els were disabled as they attempted to negotiate. 
the defile in order to occupy 'firing positions in the open.'ground to -
the north, one suffering a. direct hit from an enemy'AT gun, the,other 
striking a mine. In an effort to outflank the enemy po'ition,'Co _B - • 
was ordered to advance to the high ground from an' assembly area at 
TA 114 Q. At 1100 one platoon of medium tanks was detachecrfrom the 
321 Inf and released to the 322 Inf to assist in the attack. 

4 In the 321'Inf zone, the attack to clear ,the sorithern portion of 
the island progressed swiftly, overrunning pillboxes, dugouts, and 
Lire trenches. At 1000 the few enemy troops who survived the attack 
were driven into TA 101 T and Co C was left to,dispose of them. The 
2nd Bn then turned north and moved in the direction of Beach Green 
Three to effect a junction with elements of the 1st 13n moving to 
flank enemy defenses from the rear. By this maneuver the enemy 
was completely encircled by an overwhelming force which continued 
to compress the area of resistance. At 1100 Co C completed mopping 
up in TA 101 T. The 3rd Bn. moving southward along the coast, made 
steady progress against dote:mined resistance from pillboxes and 
caves. 

With the seizure of the southg..7.n tip of the island, organized 
enemy resistance ceased to.exist, aid Angaur Island was reported 
secure by the Division Commander at 1034. Mopping up was to continue 
until the destruction of the enemy was complete. 

The 2nd Bn,' 322'Inf suffered heavy casualties as it advanced 
towards its objetive. It succeeded'in reathing-the southe'rn edge 
of Salome Lake, btit further progress was impossible in the face of 
the heavy machine gun and rifle fire which came from cavescut into 
the high ground north of the lake. The enemy tad fortified'himself, 
in pasitions which commanded the southern approach to the hill mass. 
Efforts to bring heavy caliber supporting ize,apons into position were 
nullified by thev,rocky-terrain and crevices which permitted only 
movement by foot, ar d. that with difficulty. The envelopment by 
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Co B *as slow as , troops. were Porced to cut,trails through' the dense
jungle growth. At 1500 the battalion iAras withclialyn from its exposed -
_forward positions to allow for artillery iOg4.#:r#ion firing: on :the,,

enemy stronghold during hours ofs:f'd.aylighi ,It 'itia,.planned f•to' direct
heavy preparations against' the entire hill maps throughout- the night
and early, morning. ,, In preparation for this firing, Btry C, 34' FA En
was _moved from Cape Gallatin to firing positions in TA 112 in „order'
to place targets beyond minimum range ' of the battery;,,

In the 321 Inf zone, continued action against the Beach Green
defenses reduced resistance to occasional sniper fire. _ The 2nd En
was removed from the line to an assembly area in TA 106 U and the
task of containing the enemy wasleft to elements of the let and
3rd Ens. Mop-up patrols were active throughout the southern portion
of the island, searching for the enemy in all possible hiding places.

At 1600 a warning order for the defense of the island was issued,
in which areas of responsibility were assigned to regiments. The 321
Inf was ordered to prepare the defense of the island south of the
Southern Railroad a.nd continue to mop-up until ell Japanese were cap-
tured or destroyed. CO 322 Inf was given a similar mission for the
northern half of the island.

At 1800 oral orders were issued to CO 322 Inf-to defend for the
night and continue the attack at 0800, 21 September to clear the
northwestern area; the entire Division' Artillery and Naval Air Arm ,
to be in support of the attack.

' A-Red Air Alert was in effect from 1855 to 1940; but enemy planes
failed to attack Angaur Island. Other enemy activity during the night
consisted of infiltration patrols into the defensive area. óf322 Inf.
No activity occurred in the zone of the 321 Inf.

During the night artillery'fired heavy concentrations of 105mm
and 155ram shells into TA 113 and 117. LC1 gunboats fired 40mm. and
20mm guns into the same area. Other fire support ships covered the
northwestern portion of the island with illuminating flares'.

21 SEPTEMBER 1944
(Fa Plus 4 Days)

An intensive artillery preparation to precede *the attack of
322 Inf began at 0600 and lastecl. until 0700. For the next half
hour naval planes attacked targets with 500 lb bombs, rockets, and

\
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Lire bombs. The artillery preparation was resumed at 0730 and con-,
tinued until 0800.

, The 322 Inf 'committed two battalions in the' assault. The 2r1.:1 Brij
attacking from the south, 'sent one rifle company; reinforced with tanks,
towards the defile in, TA 113 T. In order to advance ,supporting tanks
to the on ground near the Beath edge of Salome Lake, it was first
neces`qary to remove from the defile the, two M-8s disabled during he
previous days fighting. By 1200 tanks were able to advance beyond' the.
cut and inl.neeliately took uncier (fire enemy positions, located in the •
numerous caves _throughout area TA 313 0-. Due to the difficulties .of
terrain, 'which vele broken' everywhere ,by high pinnacles -an-el. deep
crevices', movement was confined to the narrow ,railroad line.. ,Two tanks
attempting to maneuer into firing, positions just off the :railroad line -
were overturned as their , tracks. fell into such crevices. One tank
.burst, • ..rito flames as' it, overturned; ,the Other ,was set bri,fithe by a -
Japanese patrol during the night.. Intense resistanoe continued in
spite of the large number of *enemy strongpoints destroyed by flame
thrower and explosives', Two componies of 'the '2nd Bn advanced north
along the 'coast in san 'attempt- to outflank the high ground from the:
northwest By'. 1400 they, reached the northvest• tip of the island, ,
blasting' numerous caves in the bluff which lines the coast.,Attempts
to .advande in1sd wer'd.wTLithout rosuat.s.' as troops - were 'confronted' by
pinnacles and deep crevices that formed an, impenetrable barrier to
the heights'. - Movement by the 1st tri from TA 114 to Romauldo ,Hill was
beset with similar difficulties of terrain and thick underbrush., Its
advance during the entire day was limited 'to 200' 'yards; during' which'
it met no enemy resistance.

Direct artillery support Of the 322 inf ceased as" of 1030, due to
the close proximity of friendly troops to enemy positions.

In the south, the 321 inf eliminated a small pocket of resistance
on Beach Green. The- area was subdivided into battalion areas of
responsibility in each of which, a systematic mop-up was executed of
all po6sible enemy hiding places.

At' 1500 the 2nd En, 322 Inf began to withdraw to defensive positions
for the night. The ground which they had occupied during the, day Is
operations was u.ntenable„ exposed? as it was, to constant enemy' obser-
vation and fire' of all type's.

At 1625 -a dispatch 'from III PhibCorps requested information as to
whether the 81st Infantry' Division was in a position to furnish- one ,
combat team for immediate movetaent to Peleliu to assist, the 1st Marine
Division to ccmplete seizure of the island,. At 1705 the Commanding
81st Infantry Division advised Headquarters III PhibGorps that RCT 321
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was available for the task immediately upon completion of its resupply,
and RCT 321 was warned to make preparations floi movement to Peleliu..

During the day RCT 323, in Corps Reserve, departed for •Ulithi
with the mission of seizing and occupying Ulithi Atoll.

The 7 AAA Marine Bu, part of the Garrison Force, landed on Beach
Red at 1230 and occupied firing positions in the vicinity of Middle
Village, the Phosphate Plant, and Beach Red.

Enemy activity during the night consisted Of infiltration patrols
into the 2nd Bn„ 322 Inf area.

Throughout the hours of darkness, the Division Artillery fired
extremely heavy concentrations into enemy defenses on ,Romauldo Hill.

• • At, 2000 orders were issued directing the 322 Inf to ,relieve' the'
321' inf of the defense' of the southern half ..611 the island,' effectiire
0,800, 22 Septe#er. Order- directing the ,loading, and movement of
RCT 321 to Peleliu were issued at 2300.

22 SEMI= 1944
(FOX Plus 5, pays)

kt 0730 322 Inf continued its attempt to clear the enemy from
Romauldo Hill. Two ,task forces were organized to advance generally
in accordance',with. the plan of maneuver, of the Previous day. 'The
2nd En, 'reinforced by Co B, '710 Tank Bri, and Co Do -88 Cn1 Wpns ,En
made a frontal assault to destroy the- enemy in his Positions or drive
him toward, the sea. Two rifle companies advanced north along the coast.
to -destroy all enemy attempting to escape before' the assault iof the 2n4
.En. Elements of the 1st En remained in positions Occupied during the
previous night to prevent the viithdrawal of the enemy to the cast. -
Every yard, of advance- by the 2nd En was contested by severe enemy
resistance from caves and crevices 'whose locations were most difficult
to detect. Heavy, caualties were suffered, including the , wolinding of
the Commaridihg Officer, 322 Inf, requiring' his evacuation-from the area,
By midafternoon, the battalion had advanced to TA -113'11,0,I,J, a low'
area surrounded on 'three sides by high ground covered with jagged rocks,
coral cones, pinnacles, and enemy 'snipors;' The force advancing north
along the copst, encountered no resistance, butt destroyed many caves to
prevent their 'occupation by enemy troops.

- Prior to darkness, troops were withdrawn into defensive pipsitions
north of the Phosphate Plant •'and plans made for the resumption of the
attack at 0730, 23 September. One 'medium tank was destroyed in TA 113 T
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as a result of this action.

At 0800 the 322 Inf took over the defense of the entire island.
Four defensive zones were established, each: of which was:garrisoned
by a small defense task group. The northwest corner, of the island
remained a combat zone.

RCT 321, .less the 316 FA Bn, cbmmeenced loading a.6 Beach Rd at
0700. Loading was completed, at 1625 and the RCT departed for Peleliu.

Enemy activity during the night consisted of infiltration patrols,

Division Artillery fired harrassing and interdiction fires through-7
out the hours of darkness. Fire support ships continued to illuminate' -
the entire northwest corner of the island.

23 SEPT-MEER' 1941+
(FOX Plus 6 Days)

At 0730 two task groups of the 322 Inf again attempted to seize
Romauldo Hill by advancing from the south. Three rifle companies,
supported by tanks, moved to the east side of Salome Lake to make a ,
frontal attack. Two rifle eampanies moved north along the ridges -
to the west of the lake in an attempt to envelop enemy positions in
TA 117J1 and X. Difficulties of terrain and strong enemy resistance
again combined to make the advance slow and costly.

By late afternoon troops had progressed to the area just north
of the lake'. Many snipers hiding in caves and crevices were des-
troyed in a methodical mop-up of the area. By darkness forward
elements were withdrawn to the south edge of the lake to permit
artillery interdiction and harrassing fire during the night.

The two batteries of the 318 FA Bn at Cape Gallatin moved, to
the vicinity of TA 102 to occupy positions from which they could fire
at Romauldo Hill. Registration firing was completed prior to dark.

24 SEPTEMBER 1944 
(FOX Plus 7 Days)

- Throughout the morning of 24 'September offensive combat was
suspended during the delivery of a loud speaker broadcast to enemy

(

•••
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troops asking that they surrender. The attempt was fruitful only to
the extent that two Japanese did surrender and volunteered useful
information relative to thE-, nutber of enemy left and the type of
weapons being employed by them.

By noon the 316 FA En moved to positions in the .‘r.cini.ty of

TA •102 C in preparation for the delivery of heavy fire on Romauldo

Hill. ,

During the afternoon concont7:..ations by. three battalions of, ,
artillery were fired into enemy positions. Infantry troops were

shifted in order to relieve the 2nd En 322 Int' .from the L'..ne and
attempt an attack from a new, direction the following morning. One

rifle company of the 3rd En, supported by heavy weapons of the
2nd En, occupied a position in the vicinity of 'Salome Lake. The

remainder of the battalion, reinforced by Co A, 1st En and Co B„

306 Engr En moved to an assembly area in the vicinity' % of TA 118 W-0X

from which it was to advance due west, cutting a road, if necessary,
for supply and evacuation.

• Enemy activity duringa.aithe night was light. Four japs were killed.
trying to infiltrate pos -.- ons in the vicinity of Salome Lake.

Division Artillery fired interdiction and harrassing fire through-

out the hours of darkness.

25 SEPTEMBER 1944
(ROM Plus '8 Days) ,

At 0730 the 3rd En moved west from its assembly area. The advance
was on a very narrow front adjacent to the coast, due to the extreme
difficulty of the terrain inland. Troops had to cut their way through
the dense jungle growth that extended to the water edge.

By midafternoon the battalion reached TA U7 Q111 without encounterr
ing the enemy. Jagged cliffs formed an impenetrable barrier to the
south. Construction of a road was a slow process, and supply and
evacuation had to be effected by water, employing LCVPs. Co I, at
Salome Lake, attempted to draw the enemy's attention Tram the 3rd En's*
movement by feinting an attack on the enemy's positions from the south.

In order to make, still another- Atempt to discp.ver a route of
approach to the enemy- stronghold, the battalion was withdrawn t6 the
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area from which it had departed that morning. In anticipation of
a move to the southwest the following day, artillery liaison pland.
were employed to assist in searching out a route, if such existed.

Division Artillery fired interdiction and harrassing fires
throughout the night into TA 113 and 117.

26 SEPTEMEM 3.944.
(FOX Plus 9 Days)

The attack of the 322 Inf was resumed at 0730. The 3rd Eh
'moved southwest from TA 118 R and' W. Infantry troops were closely
followed by bulldozers cutting a trail through the heavy updergcmth
and coral 

U
formations. The advance was slaw and difficult but -without

enemy opposition. By noon 'the battalion' was in position to break into,
the bawl in TA 113.

'At 1200 an attack was launched to route the enemy from his
fortified positions. Elements U of all battalions began to move'

, towards the bawl. The 3rd En advanced from the east; two companies
of the 2nd En from the southeast; and.' Co B from Palamas Hill to a
position on line with Co I. Tne enemy countered with heavy rifle
and mortar fire, but troops succeeded in breaking into the bowl'
on all fronts. Defensive positions for the night were prepared
on the ground occupied during the day's fighting.

•

At 1830 an enemy counterattack struck elatents of the 3rd En
In the draw at TA 114 F, causing 20 casualties°  Enam, infiltration
patrols were extremely active throughout the entire area occupied

. by the 3rd En..

-A Red. Air Raid. Alert was in effect from 2145 to. 2340. Enemy
'planes dropped four bombs into water off Beach Blue.

27 SEPTEMBER 1944
(FOX Plus 10 Days)

At 0730 the 3rd Bn resumed its advance to the northwest' moving
across the open ground of the bowl in the face of heavy enemy- fire
from TA 117'W and X. By late afternoon it reached a general east-
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west line through TA 113 C,D where it established a perimeter defense
for the night The 2nd En moved west and occupied the ground vacated
by. the 3rd En, extending its line to the north coast to block a
possible escape route for the enemy in that direction. The 1st En
moved north along the ridge in TA 113 R and advanced approximately
200 yards over extremely rough terrain, meeting considerable oppo-
sition from enemy sniper fire, Caaualties -during the day were heavy,
and evacuation was effected through Beach Black.

Enemy action during the night consisted of infiltration into
the positionoccupied by Co G along the north coast)but our
casualties were light.

Fire support ships fired illuminating shells over the northwest
corner of the island throughout the night.

28 SEPT8NEER 1944:
mm Plus 11 Days)

At 0600 heavy enemy machttne gun fire from TA 113 Ni was directed-'
against the position of Co I in TA 113 N. The 2nd Bniwvas ordered to
attack -to the west immediately to relieve the pressure on 'Co I. In
its advance the 2nd En cleared several enemy fortifications and -
destroyed a 75.mm dual purpOse gun in TA 114 F. With the assistance
of the drive by the 2nd En, Co I and Co B began to advance northward
inside of the western rim of the bowl, and by. 1500 reached positions
to the left.of and in line with the 3rd En.

Co G moved north alongthe western coast and by 1100 reached
the northwest tip of the island where it establidhed,a perimeter
defense. Strong combat patrols operated to the east and southeast
searching out enemy defenses. These patrols contacted friendly
troops in TA 113 B and C.

By 1530 friendly troops formed a continuous line' just south of
the main defenses occupied by the enemy. In addition, one rifle
company on each flank of the enemy defentes was in position to
block any attempt by the enemy to escape.

At 1700 heavy concentrations of enemy mortar fire caused Co B
and Co I to withdraw from positions which they later*reoccupied.
There was no enemy activity during hours of darkness,





 

 

 

29 SEPTEMEEP, 1944
(FOX Plus 12 Days)

Beginning at 0700 Division Artillery fired 'a one 'hour'
preparation into enemy- defenses in TA 117 W,v,X. Co C was
*withdrawn from the • northwest tip of the island during the
period to avoid interference with .the firing.: At 0800 troops
along the entire front converged slowly on'enemy positions,
confining resistance to area in TA- 117 17,B,X. The 2nd Bn' cern-
pleteddmopping up the entire' bowl area in Tear of front line
troops, destroying enemy emplacements and capturing a 37.mm• gun„,
'45mm dual purpose gureand a supply dump'. Upon completion of Its
mission thesb-attalion„ less Co E, was concentrated in the iticinity'
of TA 117,T,Y, and Co E reverted tO regimental rep,erve at TA-1I4 A.

30 SEPTEMR 1944
(FOX Plus 13 Days)

At 0800 elements of the 1st 'and 3rd is attacked to the north
and. by 1130 succeeded in occupying the ridge on the north rim of
the bowl. Enemy resistance consisted of heavy machine gun fire and
sniper fire.

Immediately to the north of the captured ridge was a deep
ravine and another ridge in which the enemy had retreated for a
final stand. The 3rd En reorganized and. continued the attack;
but due to the difficulties of terrain and enemy resistance:
progress was slow.

1 OCTOBER 1944
(FOX 'Plus 14 Days)

At 0630 the 1st and 3rd Ens resumed the attack to the north
over the 4most difficult terrain yet encounteted. Enemy resistance
was fierce and, made a• frontal assault costIt. An attempt was, made
to probe around the right flank of the enemy podtion; and a route
was discovered which bypassed it and led to-the sea, without
affording an access to the enemy stronghold itself.

The 2nd. En was sent along the north coast to destroy enemy
troops ,attempting to escape from the attack of the 1st' and 3rd ,Ens.
It-reached the northwest tip of the island where it met stout re-
sistance from enemy troops ontronched on the high ground in TA:
117 P,U. The battalion succe-eded in taking the hill and organized
it for defense:,
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OCTOBER 1944

(Fox Plus, 15 Day's)
•

a, continuing Wort to rout the enemy from' his hiding,'
place ,,and destroy him, the let and ,3rd ,Bris ,ady.aziced to the south
edge edge of TA 47,1111X, The 1st al; On' the' 1eft oiTeri.pii: a strong
enemy •positiOn in TA 117 y„capturing an ,arimunition ,dump and des-
troying eighteen Japanese', defenders.

3-22 ° MEER 1944-
, (FO' Plus 16-35 Days)

After all previous attempts to reach the enemy stronghold had
failed to achieve rapid and decisive results, a plan was devised
wherein the enemy was contained by an overwhelming force and •
harried by small combat patrols and demolition teams. Protective
wire was constructed around the enemyls position to prevent a mass
attempt to escape the trap.' As limited objective6 were seized,
consolidated and reinforced, -the peMmeter closed in to further
restrict the enemy's movement. By 17 October the area of resist-
ance was compressed into an area of about 200 yards square.

Various strategems were used to- entiCO' the enemy from his
'hiding "places. Food ,and water were located where they' /werecovered by friendly sniper and, automatic iAreapon6-fire. * Trails„ •
were wired and booby trapped to: catibh unwary 46,pane e attempting
to infiltrate through our, lines'. * Attackp ,were feinted in 'one
direction to draw the enemy's atbentiori,ainay from real attacks
in another. On one occasion foliiai-d';elernents were' withdrawn'
under cover, of darkness :to 'permit' concentrations as
though 'to initiate an attack. As ground ',troops 'advanced,
Japanese manned‘their weapons and heavy Concentrations of
artillery' were laid down on 'pleii,,positions. Combat patrols_
and demaition teams' attacked caves with grenades,, dynamite,
fuzed 4-.2 shells,' and gasoline. Anti,..77s:Aper teams were active
in combatting enemy snipers.

• Direct artillery fire was employed to blast passageways
through the impenetrable rocky formations which guarded the
approaches to the deep* caves and crevices in which the enemy
had taken refuge. On 6 October a,reinforced concrete structure,
believed to be the enemy command post, was uncovered by such fire
and destroyed. Engineers'constructed roads along the north and
west coast and within _the lxwl which permitted the approach of'
tanks to close assault distance and eased the problem of supply
and evacuation.
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SECTION IX - ESTIMATED RESULTS OF OPERATION

A. - AREA SECURED
.....1.11.11.1.11....11.11...11.0.11.1..01.1..."...m •

1. The capture of Angaur has assisted in eliminating the Palau
Island Group as a base for enemy sea, and air operations against
our forces, in securing our lines, of communications as we 'appraaoh
the main enemyts forces to the -north and west, and in neutralizing
an estimated 25,000 erierry troops *ho .still remain on-the unoccupied
islands of the,Paiau Island Group._ -

2.• The operation of the airbase, on Anga.ur, will ,facilitate the
neutralization and destruction of other Japanese bases which lie
along our route of advance.. It can alo, serve as a staging area
for aviation to our bases further west.

B ENEMY CASUALTIES .

1. An estimated 1338 Japanese. soldiers were killed on Angaur Island
which, with prisoners captured, approximates closely data obtained
from captured documents arid prisoners on the enemy strength prior to
the assault.

2. Fifty-nine military prisonerswere taken, of which 7 were officers.
A few surrendered as a • direct result of propaganda \broadcq.sts by.-the
Division' Language Team., Surrender pleas stressed the futility ,of
further resistance, humane treatment, food and water, and mediroal,
care. Prisoners stated that more ,would have 'surrendeiied-were it not
for interference on the part of their officers. They considered their'
situation hopeless and felt they had nothing to lose by suri‘endering.

3, A total of 190 natl.:ye civilian and 13_Japanese 'prisoner
were taken, into custody. All _but 6 of the natives gave themselves up
as a result of 'propaganda appeals,, after hiding for almost a month in
the caves in the nor thuest corner o lithe island. The Japanese civi
limas were _ta.ken into custody after the JaNnese soldiers had been
driven from the caves and dugouts in which they had been hiding. Na-
tive civilians made one attempt to give themselves up; • but were fired
on by our troops who failed to recognize them as civilians.. All re
turned to their caves, except ene 'family of, 6 who were taken into cus-
tody,. by' friendly troops. A party of soldiers guided by .a female mem-
ber of the family returned for the' remainder, but 'could not approach
the caves due to enew activity. A propaganda leaflet was prepared
by the .Division Language 'Team and signed by the head of the captive

telling of the kind' ttheat .nent afforded the family and gi-ving
directions on how to _suirender. Four thousand mimeographed copies
of till's leaflet were dropped. by ph ne After a few , days, , 87 natives
surrendered, and the sai'm night three young native men returned to
bring out the reflainder. ' The following morning they returned with
an additional 89.. Natives stated that Japanese. s oldiers had • collected•
and hidden the he aflets, and , that they had found one ofily the day. be-
fore the first group left, their caves.



 

 

ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS OF PROPAGANDA USED ON ANGAUR ISLAND

The following is as-branslAtion of a broadcast made by members
of the 81st Division Language Team to surrounded Japanese soldiers on
Angaur Island:

"Japanese. soldiers: This island is surrounded by the American
forces; and there is no reason for you to continue fighting against
us. ‘Further- resistance is hopeles. Your coinmunicationand supply
lines are cut. The Japanese Na is far away. If you resist further,
you will surely die by starvation and bombardment. -

- "If you cdase fighting and cone to us immediately, 'one by one,.
unarmed and t-ith your 'hands up, you will receive food, clothing, and
mediCal care."

"To die when encountered by a hopeless situation is neither
heroic nor bravo, and is only a useles . detth. Come over to us
singly, unarmed and with your hands up. We give you (tine allotted)
to come to ii.s; otherwise we will be forced to take the only alterna-
tive action."

The Japanese translation of the following document was dropped
from plane to natives and Japanese -civilian personnel. who were
trapped with Japanese forces on Angaur,island: -

"Attention: Natives and Japanese civilians. My dear Friends:
Are you well? 'My American soldier friend is writing this for me,
am your friend, Ramon Kaburera. When I cane out I was hit by a stray
bu3,1etl.but the 'American soldiers have given me medical care and 1 am
getting well. My wife, Maria:Saburan,' my children, Rosario, Vicente,
and haria, and my relative, Anna Regis, are with me and living safely
under the care of the American ,soldiers-. Each day we receive plenty •
of water, food, tobacco, etc., and we are happy and amply protected.
assure you that the American 'soldier will not or. harm us ih

anyway. Therefore Ian writing -this latter to urge you to came out.
When you come out, go - to the GOTTPO seashore and turn left' (west).

.Cone out as a giaoup and,if,possible raise some white cloth and cone
in the daylight.. , •

• "Aidoeval, Irena, Rosa,'Tere, Asuel, and Mrs. Mine and children-
call everyone and come, out. I'll be -waiting for you. Finally, if
you think of your children's welfare, cor;pe oit, for'it is wise to
submit yourself to the protection of the American Soldiers. Our,
children have forgotten the-exppriente.in the (caves,and,are eating
candy.. As a parent, when I se6 the happy faces: of my children I am
deeply touched. ,Over and over again - I am thankful that made the
decision to- come out of the cave. I an praying for your welfare and
success.. If you see an aeroplane fly overhead, rest assured for it
is for your, protection.

, "Attention: Japanese soldiers: If you have any of the beautiful
chivalrous spirit of Bushido, I beg of you not to fire upon the help
'less civilians and natives, pitiable, innocent children and frail
women, because they, have- no part in this war. •

•



 

 

OPERATIONAL laTERIEL DAMAGE TO THE ENEMY

1. As estimated ; by Major Goto, the Japanese ComirAn.der on Angaur,
there was sufficient food stocks to supply 1300 troops for a period
of 20 months. These were either captured, ar' destroyed. (*).

-
2. Only limited quantities of, clothing were captured. Japanese
troops were almost completely5 without reserves of clothing. (*)

3. Ammunition amounting to approximatly 8 units of fire for all
weapons, except 7.5mm„ a.Sram and 20mm A114 ,and. 150mm mortar were
captured, Only small quantities of .amrAtmition for the latter
named weapons were found. (*) -

4. 'Weapons captured and/or destroyed included the following:

150mm medium niortars:Type 97'
751nm gield guns, 'Type 38
75ram AA DP guns;Type '88

2 70nra Bn hcfuitzers., Type 92
3 47mm AT rapid fire guns, Type 1
2 20mm AA./AT Auto Cannon; Type 98
6 37mm AT rapid fire guns, 'Type 94
12 Heavy, machine guns, Type 92 (*)
36 Light' machine suns, Type 99 (*)
36 Grenade dischargers; ,Typp 89 (*)
800 Rifles, Type 99 (*)

5. Precision instruments captured and/or destroyed included the
following:

1 2 meter range finder, Type 93
BC scopes

, 2 10 cm AA field glasses, Type 89
15 Trench periscopes, Type 93 (*)

Several instruments f_or calculating artillery data.

6. Eight trucks of 1I-Ton capacity, were captured, of ythich 5 were
put into serviceable condition.

7. Communications equipment- destroyed' included *2 aarge, radio and
telegraph stations, 2 field switchboards., and an undeteinined-number
of commercial and field telephones. A commercial -telerhOne switch-
board and a 2:- wheel commUnication cart were. captured after being
partially' dp.maged.

8. Engineer equipment captured and/or destroyed included the
following:

Small quantities of demolitions, mines, cement,
and barbed wire.

•



 

Parts- of '3 capacity water purification units.,.1 ' Small concrete mixer.' .
^a Narrow gauge die'sel locomotives, Type 4 cylinder:

chain drive of 'Japanese .manufacture.
'3 Narrow gauge _steam locomotives, Type 674-0 of

,Gerrian manufacture, ,
Chain bucket 'loader , on , caterpillar treads of

American manufacture._
2 Small floating dredges.
4 Generators,' eatimated 50. KI-'6apacity„ (seriously

: damaged). ,
1 Large stationary ,boiler (eriously damaged).

Lathes (repairable)
1 Drill (repairable)

Lumber, mill reported to be on_islanct (*) was not found.

9. Three horses, 3 two7;wheele4 carts, and reserve supplies, of
harnesses were captured. The horses had shell fragment 1;roupds, but
beCame serviceable 'after being givcn veterinary treatment;

10. Very fc,-u medical supplies were found. Prisoners report6d a
shortage Of medical supplies and equipment, .and that officers '
encouraged the wounded to commit suicide. ,Two aid stations were
captured and, a field hospital destroyed, but practically no medical
supplies were found in then..

(*) Estimates of quantities indicated are basecl. on PW statements-and
Major Gotof s situation reports of 1-31 August 1944, corroborated by
observation and investigation 'of 81 Infantry Division agencies'.
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LTION X- OPERATIONAL FEATURES

- SHIP TO,SEDRE MOVEMENT

1. Eltning : Planning for the loading and landing of-troopsvas initiated after the soheme of maneuver ashore had been developed,
Commanders of all echelons determined the composition of landing
units and the landing priority ,of, personnel, supplies, and equip.-
ment. Representatives of ,the Ilivislon and. Naval Attack Force then
formulated plans to effect the landing as desired, on the proper
beaches, and with good control and coordination.

2. Rehearsals: The rehearsals at Maui and Guadalcanal served
to test the landing plan which had been made. Certain, deficiencies
became apparent and were corrected prior to the operation. These
included the placing of a Division representative or 'the primary
cbntrol vessel and perfection of timing and control, of supply move-ment..

3.Operations:,

a. At 0600 Fox Day, the Comdr Angaur Assault Group, Asst
Div Comdr., and Div G-.4 boarded the Primary Control Vessel and
devoted the 2i- hours to George Hour to checking on control units,
boating of assault troops, and state of readiness of boat waves.
By 0755 assault troops- were completely boated and the first waves
in the vicinity of the line of departure. High priority supply
and equipment boats were in position in ample time.

b. Leading waves crossed the line of departure at 0810.
The landing on Beach Blue was made at 0830; . on Beach Red at 08360
the six minute delay being due to a cross current off the Beach.
INTs moved cautiously due. to the presence of offshore mines.
'Succeedinfc); assault waves landed approximately according to the
schedule which had been set. The time interval between waves was
.:the same as the number of the wave, i.e., the second wave followed
the first by 2 minutes, the third followed the second by 3 minutes.
The maximum scheduled intdrval between waves was 6 minutes. Beaches
were -kept clear at all times, exceiA when boats wer6 broached.

ci All combat team attachments, except artillery, wore
landed on order of the combat team commanders. RCT tanks and
bul3dczers were assembled in the vicinity of the appropriate beach
control vessel' to be available for early dispatch to the beaches.
Landings of major supporting units and equipment were effected at
times shown:
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•
Unit orInizilent Controlled Bz. Time Beach

Bulldozer
Bulldozer
Co A, 710 Tank Bn
Co B, 710 Tank Bn
ELT 322-2 (ROT Res)
Hq 710 Tank En
Hq ROT 321
Hq ROT 32
Ren Party, 906 a En
BLT 321-3 (Div Res)
906 FA Bn (105mm How)
Co C4 710 Tank En (Div Res)
316 FA Bn (105mm How)
Hq Div Arty
81 Cav Rcn Tr
Di' % Ha (Ole Group)
Div Hq (Baker Group)
Div Hq (Charlie Group)
318 FA Bn (-) (155mm Haw)
BtryA, 483 AAA (AW) En
Co C, 306 Engr BR
Co D, 710 Tank Bn
Btry C, 318 FA Bn (155mm How)
483 AAA (AII) Bn (-)
Btry D, 483 AAA (0) En

ROT 321
ROT 322
ROT 321
ROT 322
ROT 322
Division
ROT 321
ROT 322
Division
Division
Division
Division
Di Vision
Division
Division
Division
Division
Division
Division
Division
lavision
Division
Division
Division
Division

Fox
Fox
Fox
,Fox
Fox
Fox
Fox'
Fox
Fox
Fox
Fox
Fox
Fox
Fox

Fox It].
Fox
Fox A
Fox ,Z1
Fox /:1
Fox
Fox /2
Fox 2
Fox /2
Fox /.3
Fox 744'

0840
0910
0944
0958
1045
1130
1140
1230
1300
1431
1500
1615
1730
1800
0755
0755
0900
1300
1610
2330
1200
1230
1300
0030
0700

Blue
Red
Blue
Red
Red
Red
Blue
Red
Red
Blue
Red
Red
Rod
Red
Red
Red
Red
Red
Blue
Red
Red
Red
Red
Red
Blue

d. During Fox Day, the landing of artillery was delayed
pending the construction of access roads. Mines, off Beach Blue
impeded. the free flow of landing craft to the beach. During the
afternoon ,surf and swell conditions were such that all landings were.
made with difficult,. Priority was given to the landing of suffi-
cient bulldozers to break down the steep banks On the beach, to
clear the debris which had resulted from the naval bombardment, to
construct roads inland-from the beach and to clear areas for dumps.

é.' During Fox plus one, landings continued to be hampered
by difficult surf conditions and the presence of mines off Beach
Blue. The -construction'of causeways was initiated and completed on
Fox plus 3, and Fox plus 6 on Beaches Red and Blue respectively.

f. In general, the ship to shore movement was completed
in a satisfactory manner. Communication between the Primary Con-
trol-Vessel and the Flagship was excellent, and aided materially
to the efficiency of control. -

•
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VS,

SHORE PARTY
„

1. Reconnaissance elements of each shore party consisting of oneofficer .and twelve. mcn.-:iancl.ed In the +7th wave. The remaindei‘ of:;the shore party ar' La' the 10-th and Ut1 waVe's. Securityi-'friumips 2- CPs,* and CIO' l'iere - e.stablished immediately, and the beaches sclear' ed of supplies that. were* dropp'ecl. 1:;Y ,LVI's , combat troops.Roads to dump areas wore constructed and supp3des-mov*ed. into them.At the close of Fox Day dump :levels were "suchthat no, emergency:requisitions were necessary., —
•

2. On Fox plusl, shore partiescontinued the unloading, using'thefollowing operational set-up: :

a. One company was assigned to the operation of the beach withresponsibility for unloading cargo from naval craft and moving it,the high water mark.'

b. Another compvciny was -assigned to operatioia of Aupps
responsibility of hauling, cargo from the high wate'r,mar4 -bd dumpareasiuherb _supplies 'Ilmre segregated, stacked, recorded, and issued.

c. Personnel' and equipment of the third ,cOmpany - were employedto reinforce the two operating coinpanies as, required.

3. On-Fox Day advance elements Of- Shore Party,, Group Headquartei-,slanded, and at 1200.,on Fox plus 2 both Red ahd Blue Beach shore
parties were placed 'under centralized 'control of Faigineer Group.
Headquarters.

4. Heavy equipment used 'by each shore party ,company- c6nsiStecl of
one D.8, two IW7-s, two D-6.-s, 'and three D-4 tractors ,with blades,
and one M-5 crane'. *Each shore, party' battalion had available one Iii»20and two Bucyruse.Erie cranes for disposition as required.,

5. Advanee • elements :of' garrison force headquarters landed:, with
members of, Division Headquarters on Fox plus Liaison was esta:b-
1,ishod with Division 'Headquarters to coordinate iocatiop of roads
and permanent supply dumps with similar tactidal, installations 1,n s
areas tentatively determined by stucly'prior t6 landing. ,The major
portion_ of garrison force troops and equipment did not start to
land before Fox plus 7.

6, Dur'ing the combat unloading phase there wore only two emergency,
requisitions, and these were for salt tablets and 4.2 mortar ammu-nition; both were delivered promptly. During ,this period shore,.



 

 

 

 

parties extended the road network from dumps to RCTs- and completed
the lateral road connecting Beaches Red and Blue.

7. Due to the narrow front and terrain condition of Beach Red,
separate roads for wheeled and tracked vehicles were nOt constructed.
This proved undesirable since the flow of traffic on the one road •
was slowed down to the speed of the tracked vehicles. Congestion on
Beach Red occurred from time to time due to the necessity of estab-
lishing dumps close to the beach. On Beach Blue the terrain allowed
for the establishment of 'dumps far enough removed fi-om the beach to
t-.1.11ow for good circulation of traffic.'

8. •Due to the shallot beaches and surf conditions, unlbadinewas
impossible' at 'high tide:, A pontoon 'ca.useway onBeach Red was not
completely available until' Fox plus 4 and 'then workable only in
perfect ,surf and tide •conditions. 

9.- Shore parties- Unloaded a total of 9800 -kris of cai-go during
the combat phase and through Fox -plus 7, 24 September.

C PUBLIC RELATIONS

1. Prior to the Division's departure -from Oahu, a Press Relations
Officer and, assistant were appointed to act• as liaison between the
Division and the accredited press correspondents. A noncommissioned
officer was selected to' accompany each combat team to act as combat
correspondent, write stories of military activity, and furnish local
color stories for the accredited correspondents.

2.. No accredited presq represeiltatives were assigned to the Division
prior' to q.eparture from Oahu. CPA Public Relations Officers' joined
the Di-vision at 'Guadalcanal. A fetv press correspondents - joined' 'the
Division at Gua'dalcanal. The 'bulk of the correspondents landed on
Angaur on 'Fox 'Day, coming from Peleliu. These included representa-
tives of the United ,Press, Associated Pi-ess, Boston Globe, Chicago
Tribune, News. Week, Time, and Vox Movietone News. They returned to
their ships aft-dr a brief tom' ashore and most of them were unaware
of the difficult fighting 'that developed in the northwest part of
the island. "

3. On Fox Day the 4,rmy correspondents assined 'to Combat team
landed at 0922 and1230 'with R,CTs 32,2 and 321 respectively. ,They
began-, gathering leads for local stories and determinilig the iden-
:ties of individuals ,performing- outstanding feats 1±1 order to assist
accredited correspondents when they came ashore. U-

4. On Fox plus 1 the Press Relations Office vas established
g.hsc:Te with Division Headquarters to give press representatives,

1p0s5ible information, direction,' and assistance.

f



 

  

 

NAVAL- GUNFIRE SUPPORT

I. General:

a. The Naval gunfire plan was designed to, provide asmucia :of
the support ddsired by the 81st Infantry Division as, was practicable
considering the ships and 'ammunition available. The original plan
was revised .during the lattei, part- of the trip to the objective area
in order to donfot.'m with the latest intelligence reports and with
changes 1,n.tlie cdmposition of the Fire Support Group. This report
deals only with the actual naval gunf#6 supPort'rec-eived.

b. The plan was designed primarily to accomplish the following:
(1) Effect the maximum :practicable destruction of all

known enemy defensive installations prior to the
landing.

) Provide complete destruction of personnel and install-
ations in areas within 200 yards to front and flanks
of landing beaches, to perm# assault waves- to land
without casualties.

eBox-in and isolate initial beachhead areas, preventing
enemy counterattacks for at least one-half hour after
the initial landing.

—

2. Preliminary Bombardment: The joreliminary bombardmOnt of, Angaur.
Island commended on 12 September. and continued through 16 September.
,Thiei bombardment consisted. of thlow deliberate_ fire for destruction
1.uririg' daylight and relative lightharrassing fires- at, night. Known

-ael'ensive installations were destroyed as much as vas practicalf
the area behind and immediately adjacent to the landing beaches'
specified 42 the Preferred Plan were partially stripped of foliage;
coveringfire was provided for the mine sweepers .and'underwater
demolition ,team. Of the ammunition available for the entire oper-
ation, approximately 48% of the 14n, 60% of, the,8”,and .51% of the 611,
and 36% of the -P were ,expended during this phase.

3. Bombardment between-0500-0900 17 September:

a. The Division :landed on Beach Red at 0856 and Beach Blue _at
0830 on 17 September. The naval gunfire between 0530. and 0900 66n-
sistad of the scheduled fires shown on inclosures Nos. 1, 2, 3, and
4. An air strike from 0735 to 0750; during which,gunf#e was
scheduled to, cease, was delayed, and the -fire support ships ,were
ordered to extend the fires scheduled 'for the period 0530 -0735 -
to 0750. ,The air strike was.mado later without stoppingnaval .
gunfire.' This phase of the naval gunfire prograt used .48% of the
14n, 33% of the 8", 38% of the 6", and 38/0'of the 5tlammunition.

b. During the period.'08001.0822, LCI(G)s fired 40mm and 20mm
Guns into the beach areas, and fired rockets when approximately
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15,3

1100 yards from the beaches. LCI(M)s fired 4.2" mortars continuously
throughout the period, covering the beach area up to a depth of 500
yards. Two LCI(G)s and four LCI(M)s were assigned to Beach Red, and
seven LCI(G)s were assigned to Beach Blue. Tho LCI(G)s moved to the
beach flanks at 08221 and delivered observed 40mm fire on positively
identified targets along the shore line in front of our troops as
long as the disposition of our troops permitted,

4. Piro Subse uent to. 0900 17 Suntember:..

.a. Scheduled Fires: ThO only fires scheduled after those shown
in Incl No. 4 were the ones preparedfor the nights of 17-18, 18-19,.
and 19-20 September and prior to the attacks on the mornings of_18'and
19 September. These fires were planned a few hours prior to the time
they were started, and were based an the requests of/the troops on the
ground. The fires at night consisted mostly of illumination of the
front lines, with some harrassing, fires in:thaesouth end of the island
during the first two nights. ,The two preparations prior to the morn-
ing attacks consumed most of the ammunition remaining aboard the
ships. They wore generally placed well in front of our troops, with
the field artillery, furnishing the close-in preparation.

b. Call Fires: Call fires were used very little. The terrain
was such that our troops could not observe fire on targets more than
a Low' hundred yards away, and the formation of our troops,after the,
landing was such that fire placed directly in front of one unit would,
have endangered 'another unit. The requests for fire wore relatively .
Low, and most of the requests had to be refused because of danger to
other troops.

5. Results: ' The results of the naval gunfire were very satisfactory.
The second and third of the three primary missions noted above were
compietoly fulfilled. There were no casualties from enemy fire until
after the troops had landed, and no counterattacks until well after
all scheduled fires had been completed. The destruction of enemy
installations vas very satisfactory. Most of the known installations -
which could bd reached by naval gunfire wore destroyed or neutralized
prior to the landing:.

Inclosures:
No. 1 -
No. 2 -
No. 3.-.

I No. 4 —

Scheduled Fires,
Scheduled Fires,
Scheduled Fires,
Scheduled Fires,

05300735, 17 Sept 1944
0750-08221 17 Sept 1944
0822-08301 17 Sept 1944
0830-0900, 17 Sept 1944

•
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E AIR SUPPORT DURING ASSAULT PHASE

I. General: Tho Air Support Plan was.designed to accomplish the
• following:

a. Neutralize -mow defenses prior :to the landing of troops.

b. Support the landing of assault troops during such time as
Naval, gunfire could not accomplish this mission.

c • Provido close support for ground troops by executing
missions.

d. Attack' targets cf opportunity and definitely located install-
ations beyond the range of observation of ground troops.

2. Prelithinmr Strikes: Treliminary.attaLks on Angau± were made by
, land and carrier 'based planes prior t6 the arrival of the Division at
the objective area and .contihued through 16 September. Enemy install-
ations at Saipan Town, Middle Village,' Li.hthouse Hill and all beach
defenses were heavily attacked aid partially neutralized. TR 'reports
confirmed that these'. attacks caused considerable destruction of
personnel, installations, and supplies.

3. PrelandiEE_Strikes:

a. George Hour and Fox Day were 0830, 17 September. A pre-George
Hour air strike by 44 planes was scheduloe. from 0735-0750, but , was
delayed as planes were late in reporting on station. The air strike
was launched at 0748 and completed at 0800 on targets just inland of
Beaches Rod and Blue. Forty pianos participated, including 16'VFS,
16 VBs, and 8 Ws. Excellont results were' reported by the Air Observer.

b. Strafing 'attacks on landing beaches were scheduled Oaring
the period when the first assault waves were making the last"1000 (
yards of approach to the shore. The. signal for the beginning' of this
attack was two red_flares'fired from an,LCI of each beach'. Tho
strafing attack on Beach Blue was launched at 0825; on Beach/Red at,
0828. Both attacks continued until first wzves landed. Good results
and timing were reported by the Air Observer.

4. Direct 'AirSupport: Direct air support planes were on station
from 0615 - 1815 daily during the period 17-20 Septinclusivo. All
air support was dispensed with after 20 Sept Jur to the close
proximity of friendly troops to targets.

a. During the period 17-20 September, the following direct air,
support missions were executed:



 

(I) By direction of CSA or AO . . . . . • . . . 25
Attacks on targets of opportunity. to -
include pillboxes, fire trehches, dug- 4
outs and shelters, supply centers, OP
locations, antiaircraft, mortar, and
machine gun emplacements. See Ina No. I.

(2) By request of ALP -with ROT 321 . . • • • • • 1:3
Attacks on pillboxes,, onti7enchments,,,
enemy troop concentrations, anti-

, aircraft, mortar and machine gun
emplacements, and en6my counter-
attacks. See Inc No. 2.

(3) By request 'of ALP,ATith ROT 322 . . • . • • •
Attacks on caves and entrenchments,
See Incl No. 3. S.

b. Attacks on enemy troop concentrations and open emplacements

were very effective. Effect against caves and strong pillboxes was

negligible. NO estimate is available on effect of Napalm attacks.

c. On 18 September two,air missions requestod by ROT 321
resulted in attacks at 1015 and 1038, stmo of which fell on advanced

elements of ROT 3222 causing a number of casualties.

d. On 17 September planes were employed to lay a smoke screen

over the high ground in the northwest corner of Angaur:Island to

prevent enemy observation of friendly troops The smoke screen was

laid too high and proved ineffeotive,

5. -.Air Observers: One infantry air observerper ROT was employed

during the period 17-20 September. They furnished valuable informa-.

tion concerning location cf friendly troops, enemy dofenses, ,and

terrain. Men requested they adjusted artillery and naval gunfire.

6. Artiller22tters: During the first two days of the operation
OVEs furnished TBFs for air spot. On Fox plus 2, ,artillery liaison

planes were based on Pe3,..eliu and air spot provided from there. On

23 September, an airthtrip for liaison planes .was completed on

Angaur and air spot was provided' from there for the remainder of the

operation.

Inclosures:
- No. 1 - Attacks on targets c,f opportunity, 17-20 Sept. •

. No. 2 - Air Support Missions executed for ROT 321, 17-20 Sept.

No. 3 - Air Support Missions executed for ROT 322, 17-20 Sept.
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- ARTILLERY EMPLOMENT

1. General: The initial plan for the employment of the ast Division
Artillery was for the 316 FA Bn_(LUmm Hows) to land, on Beach Red on
Fox Day, occupy a position just south of the Beach, and .support RCT
321; the 317 FL Bn (105mm Hows) to land on Beach Blue On Fox Day, -
occupy a position just north of the Beach, and support RCT 322; the
906 ;FA Bn (105thm Hows) to land on Beach Red occupy a position north
of the Beach and be in general support and reinforce the fire of the
316 FA ,Bn; the 318 FA Bn (155mm Hows) to land on Beach Red on l'cx
plus 1 occupy a position adjacent to the 906 FA -Bn, and be in general.
support. The 'decision to land the direct support battalions behind
the RCT it was not to support was made tO provide sufficient range for
artillery fire earlier than would have been possible otherwise. RCTs
were to advise Division Hqs when areas within their zones of action
were =alai°  for the emplacement of artillery.

2. Olperations duElEg_±.122_,,Ltack:.

a. 17 September: The assault on Angaur was made at 0830 and "
by 1200)RCT 322 reported the area northwest of Beach Red sufficiently
cloar of enemy to be used by an artillery battalion. The 906 FA Bn
was landed, and by 1500 had completed occupation of the area. Shortly
thereafter the battalion was registered by air observer and rendered
direct support to RCT 321. .It fired harrassing and interdiction fires
throughout the night; At1500 sufficient area just south of Beach Red
was cleared to permit its occupation by the 316 FA Bn. The battalion
landed just prior to darkness. Night registration was impossible due
to enemy activity. The Commanding General Division Artillery and
staff landed on Beach Red at dusk and established a CP and effective
communications during the night.

b. 18 September: The 316 FA Bn completed registration 6..t day-
break and then rendered direct support to RCT 322. ,Prepration fires -
for the continuation of thd attack were delivered by the 316 FA En
and 906 FA En. The landing of the 317 FL En was delayed because of
enemy activity in the area it was to occupy.. At 1600 the battalion
landed ori Beach Blue and occupied a position just to the northwest of
the Beach. After registration by the 317 FA Bn, all battalions
reverted to their originally assi,zned.missions. The 318 FA En (less
Btry C) landed onBeach Red during the afternoon and occupied a
position just west of the 906 FA Bn, but did not register. The 3162
317; and 906 FA Bns conducted harrassing and interdiction fires
throughout the night.

c. 19 September: Heavy preparation fires for the continuation
of the attack were delivered by the three, light battalions. Four
liaison planes which had been carried on CVEs landed on the Peleliu





airport, and contirlwus, air Observation was possible thereafter.
Btry C2 318 FA'Bn, was landed during the morning and joined the
remainder .of the bsattaliono, The 318 FA En was registered, by air
observer. One battery, of the 8thIL:Bn (155pm Gun) (Marino) i in
position on Peleliu, was made available to the Division and

during the morning. This battery fired sporadically during the
remainder of the day and the following two nights., At 1300 the 906
FL En reverted to control of RCT 323 and reembarked for employment
at Ulithi. During the night the 316 arid 317 FA Ens fired odcasional
missions into the northwest corner of the island.

d. 20 September: Throughout the day and night the 316 and 317
FA Ens continued to fire into the northwest Corner of the island.
Btry C, 318 FA En, moved into position in vicinity of the 317 FA En
in .order to be able to fire into the same area.

, e. 21 September 4 October: During this period all artillery
fire was directed into the northwest corner, of the islanJe Calls for
day firin&Were frequent; for night firing exceptional. C6nsiderable
interdiction and harrassing fires were delivered nightly. , The greater
part of the firing wa6 cohductpd by the 317 IA En and Etry C, 318 FA
En. The 316 FA En and the remainder. 'of the 318 FA En were moved to
positions in TAs 103 and 106 respectively'in order to be able to fire
into TAs 113 and 117.

f. 5 October: On 5 October one howitzer of the 318 FA En went
into position in.TA 113 S and placed direct fire Into caves in 117 Y.
The fire was directed by artillery observers in a medium -.bank •
stationed about 200 yards from the point of impact. During the day
the remainder of the battery' was emplaced in the, same position area
and augmented the fire of the single howitzer. Results were good.

g. 6 October Two batteries of the 318 FA En wore empladed in
113 S and 'fired for most of the day into the cliffs in Ms 117 V, W2
X, Y. The, range was approximately 800 yards. The 317 PA En fired
into the same general area using air observation. Infantry reported
the results of this fire to be valuable, inasmuch as they were able
to advance into ,the area without significant casualties._

3. Comments:

a. The small size of Angaur and the to of terrain encountered
restricted the physical value of the artillery to a considerable
extent. The short ranges made close support of the infantry difficult.
Observation, except from the air, was poor; and forward observers had
difficulty locating targets which were not too close to friendly front
lines.



   

 

 

 

 

ID. Artillery lost ,its 'effect against; the typo of terrain
'encountered. in the northwest part of the island. = The innumberable
doop .cavds and crevices,,- usually facing away from the dii-ection, of
attack,, afforded excellent pieotectiop., from artillery fire: VIith

' the exception, of the destructive effect of direct firei 'about all
artillery could do was to -in.erease visibility by. stripping foliage,
keeping enemy personnel under cover, and affording greatmorale -
_value to the infantry.

4. Ammunition endituros:

a. 105rnm Howitzer' Ammunition:

_
Typo 316 'FA 317 FA 906 FA Total

Shell, HE, Fuze M48 (SCAT)
and Fuze M48A1 2100 8823 i 3048 13,971

Shell, HE, Fuze M54 (SQ82) ,2060 3894' 587 6,541
Shell, Smoke, 7;13, Faze M57 165 1238 31 1,434
Shell, HE, AT, Fuze M62 - d 0 , 0 0
Cannister 12 0 , 0 0

Total 4337, , 13955 3666 21,958

b. 155mm Howitzer Ammunition:

Shell, HE, , 11107 4923
Shell, Smok6, M105 (WP) 107
Shell, Smoke, M116 (BES)- 6

- Total 506

Charges, Green Bag _ 2311
Charges, 'Mite Bag Off4) 1506
Charges, White Bag (M4A1) 1219

Total - 5036

Fuze, M.51.113 (SQ80). 4443.
' Fuze, M55.A.1, (SCWO ' 89
Fuze, M54 (BS) -. 6 - -
Fuzo',.3105 (Cone) , 498

...
Total 5636

Primers S 506
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G TANKS - EMPLOYMENT

I. Attachments: One company of medium tanks was attached initially

to each RCT with the -remainder of the battalion in Division Reserve.

Attachments varied as changes in the situation occurred. In one

instance, the entire battalion, less one platoon, was attached to

RCT 321 to assist in clearing the southern half _of the island. The

usual allocation of tanks by RCTs was a platoon to each BLT

further suballocated these tanks by section or platoon to assault

companies.

2. Landina1ha22: Tanks attached to RCTs wore landed at 0944 and

0958 on Fox Day on Beaches Blue and Red re4ectivoly. Landing of

assault conp'anies was made without incident. Co C, part of the

Division Reserve, was landed on Beach Red at, 1630 the same day, and

two tanks were lost- during transit from' ships. Company D in Division

Reserve was landed on, Fox plus 3.

3. Emlament:
••

a. In general, the terrain precluded the utilization of tan
ks

in a mass .greater than one platoon. One assault unit of 15 tanks

accompanied by 90, infantrymen riding on the tanks, was employed on

a combat-reconnaissance mission well behind probable enemy positions

in the southern half of the island. This -column pet no resistance,

but did establish, as was later proved, that the enemy either had

been destroyed or evacuated to other defensive positions on the

island.

- b. Tanks were generally employed as pdrt of.infantry-tank teams

in which tanks lad and were followed by infantry at a distance_ o
f

20-30 yards. As enemy resistance was encountered, combined infantry..!,

tank action was used to eliminate it. Duo to the, enemy's lack of -

effective antitank weapons; this method proved successful. In the

difficult terrain of the northwestern part of the island, it was._

impossible to take advantage of the mobility of tanks and they.'were

employed essentially as point blank artillery. As engineers con-

btructed roads, tanks were used similar to mobile pillboxes. Tanks

were often used by infantry Units on the perimeter of the night

defensive position.

4. Route Reconnaissance: :Very little was encountered in the.
ay of

AT mines or defenses; however, on two occasions tanks were d
isabled

by AT mines or friendly duds on routes which had not boon reconnoi-

tered.

5. Liaison:

a. The infantry-tank liaison procedure used in this operation

was develueed at Oahu. Each platoon of tanks was represented by a

five-man liaison team composed of 3 EM (tank) equipped with one SCR
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509 radio to establish liaison with the supported infantry CP and
two EM (Inf) equipped with SCR 536 radios, each to accompany one
section of Each infantry platoon was prepared to furnish one
EM to work with each SCR 536 radio operator in designating targets
to tanks. Communications between tanks and infantry liaison teams
was by 536 radios with which tanks of-platoon and section leaders
were equipped. An auxiliary means of communication was by sound
power telephone attached to the roar of each medium tank. Ccmmuni-
cations between the tank platoon leader and the stipported infantry
CP was by SCR 509.

b. This system of liaison proved to be quite_effective.- SCR
536 radios worked satisfabtorily. SCR 509. radios word vertsatis-
factory and were usod'on several-Occasions to direct the fire of the
entire* tank unit from the infantry-CP.- Soundpower:phoned were used
to a.considerable,extent. It licAS also found that wheri,under fire
the user wouldgenerally fail to replace the phone in tho box pro-'
vided'for it, with the result that the phones- were torn loose and -
run over by -banks.. In addition, to.the, mdchaniadi :means. of liaison,
direct personal contact; was used to some extent,Tarticaarly with
tanks having pistol ports.

6. Maintenance: :Preparations for night defense did notalways
allow nocessary time for maintenance and resupply of tanks prior to
darkness. Resui)ply,was generally accomplished just after daybreak
and prior to the resumption of the attack.

•

LIAISON

T. Each RCT established ofh.der liaison with Division Hqs on Fox
Day when ROT liaison officers reported with the latest ground
situation to Division Hqs aflOat. Those officers wore used to
carry important dispatches and orders to their communderi,

Division liaison officers were detailed for duty with RCTs in
order to maintain continuous two-way'liaison. These officers joined

ECTs to which assigned at Guadalcanal and remained with them through-

out the operation.- They furnished Division liqs 'with reports' on
activitieb of enemy and friendly troops, Those reports were in
addition to the regular combat and periodic reports furnished by

PbTs.

Officer liaison between Division and higher headquarters was
maintained by- an officer detailed by III PhibCorps to remain with

The Division-. This officer functioned essentially in the .same mdnner
Division liaison officers to Ras.



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

NFANIERY TACTICS

1. Regimdntal Combat Teams landed, with two Battalion. Landing
Teams abreast, each BIZ in:" a column of companies. .The decision- to
land in this formtition-wab, riade' to facilitate rcontrol after landing
since:the plan-of - in.E.'lneuver called' for a rapid expansion of the
beachhead laterally.

2. Destruction of the enemy consisted - of the elimination of-a-
succession of strongpointss, pillboxes i blockhouses, caves, and
-sniper groups, The terrain dnd thick underbrush encountered
initially -made it unwise to' deploy small units • an' a broad front
because of loss of control. -It was generally _impossible to _
approach enemy coastal fortifications except by using pamored
D-8 bulldozers to cut trails through' the thick 6'ungle ,growth'
to enable tanks and'infantry' to come within assault distance..

3. Conventional methods were oripl.oyed in reducing ma' n-pade forti-
ficatiop.s.: A base -‘of fire was' e-stablished to cover the' inovepent of
flamethrower and demblition, teens ,:which: closed in to destroy such
structures. Destruc-Vio_fi,had' to •..bo complete, ,since enemy patrols
wbuld infiltrate, rebuild, and reoccupy: the - Dceplient
result's' were' obtained by atita'cicing Pillboxes from the rear as- enemy
weapons viC;faca generally sited to cover libitedraymnuOs of. approach.-,

4. Reduction of Cave Ares t •

a'. The defenses in the high ground of the northwe'st.--se.ctor
of the island were built around innumerable caves 'and crevices' .
in difficult terrain already described herein in the Introduction
and Narration. Some of these cavaa 1701'0 improved by the .1apaiiesa
garrison forced; and fitted into the nhamo of the Island defensive
system. A_ limber of caves were' rian.mado and cut into the bases
of cliffs of solid rock, enabling them to withstand any amount.

and any type of bombardment.

b. Although 'no definite pattern of cave defense could be
ascertained, it was aiopar:ont that considerable skill 'was used by
the Japanese do:Condom in occupying and, organizing many caves
that w,or'e mutually thuppdrt-Ing. As though to itary- the plan of
defense, many caves were. do:I:ended which "offered little in :the -
way of- fields of fire and 'appeared to be intended primarily.to
hold up Vic) advance of the attacker and -exact -the maximum toll.
Others served to cover a *defile and afforded.,The oecupants .no
choice but to fight to the death, since they, were so situated
as to preclude any chance 'to withdraw or escape.

„.
c. The u'nderbrush made it practically impossible to recognize

caves until troops were actually .upon them. Even after the foliage
had boon.stripped away, it was not easy :60 distinguish betweeni
the opening of a myth and the shadow chat by a ground projection
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upon p. jagged back round of whita, coral rock. Cave entrances virera
located with cliffi.6u1tY' from -airplane photogra' phti, from) prisoners of, *
wars and from ground reconnaissance. , *

d. Techniques for ths e roduatiori of* cave defenses in the type of
terrain encountered had to be devised to Tieet the situations as they
arose.," The nechanical.,advani.w.tas we hold- over: thes Japanose , defenders
in open terrain viere nullified to a' largo otbnt in the combat at ,close
quarters in terrain. &vex"' which- no 'vellicles, could pass. The usual method
of establishing a base of ,firer had, .7,,itt1e o:.r.:To'cts, inasmuch, as caves- were
generally, not in, .the ling of - fire of 'supporting weapons, -except at ,ex-
tremply short range. • In, 'Onerr..1.1._ the' ineasures 'adgptod wera

(1) A, tight ,peiimeter 'defense' wo..S placed around' the entire
area. to prevent atic.tap-t" by the enemy to escape.

(2) Strong combat_ patrols iivere disp0.7bahed to seek out the
enemy, rind - destroy hin.-

(3) Caves:encounterddL wore reduced by 'fro-ntal attack, _
envelopment, Or isolation with ,subsequent seige• or =assault.

(4.)' . Whenever possible artillery 'fi.2.-*e or napalm bombs was used
fOliage sand _blast- atiay protective aprons' of rock. s

(5) Bulldozer roads were cut tlar6ugh areas of coral pinnacles
to bring 'supporting tanks to within point blank range of many
caved into which they fired with HE and VIP.

(-6)' r In mbst situations when .,,3uppOrting weapons could ,not be ,
used' to' advantage or at p.1:4, beea'use-of the'_ snail area of
combat, the infantry' attacled, supported oni3i. by rifle. and
BAR fire, using VIP and fragmentation grenades, ilamethroviers,
demolitigna, 4.2 WP shells especially prepared•with 6. detonator
in place of the regular 'fuze, ,and ,riolotor cocktails. By this
procedure dostructi'on of the enemy was' certain,' but at times .
it was costly, Some ,cave r3 wera, se 6ittated. that they could be,
stormed .only from the. front, An effective -method for the re.
duction of such caves -was to attAck gi.enp.des and 'followed
imrnecliatelr by elosbciri-BAR and II-3 pistol fire. _

.(7) Siege tacti.cs. were 'also employed in combatting the . enemy
hiding in qthrqs which could ,be approached' only through a defile
well covered by, fire from within the 'cave. 'Ambushes ,were pre-
pared.-With food and water as bait, and container wired with
booby traps or ooverod - by riflemen in wait for the alp, to
venture forth:. • " This method vs slow i ..but mosst, effective in
reducing the mewls strength with, light co4-.3ualtiep' to our'

troops.
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5. A systematic destruction of many natural caves along the a.b.ore
line had to be instituted in order to prevent their occupation by the
stray. Japanese who managed tO infiltrate -through our lines in spite
of the efforts made to confine them. Very heavy charges of explosives
were required to cause the desired effect.

6.. Advance through open country was usually by in.:Cantry4ank,tearis.
Tanks preceded ini-rantI7 'by 20-50 yards. ',When enemy resistance via
encountered infantry movod up and assisted "637 tanks eliminated the
resistance.,

7. Reconnaissame in force into enemy territory was the usual means
by which the main enemy forces could be found.' Constant harassing
sniper fire from infiltrated groups would often mislead small re-
connaisaance patrols into believing that they were in contact with
large enemy forces.

8. Sniper-observer teams, each composed of two cien, were effeotive
in locating enemy snipers. A definite area of responsibility was
-assigned each team fol.. continuous obaervation. Snipers-, usual 
disclosed their positions by movement. Anti-sniper teams composed
of two 1/1-1 riflemen each were employed to destroy any snipers dis-
covered.

9. Perimeter defenses were established by all units during'the night'
and movement was kept to the-absolute 'minimpn. _During the latter 

'
-

stages of the operation some night patrols were ,used. Coribat patrols,
were used to seize limited objectives duAng hoti.r4- of -clai%knosal that
were difficult to reach during hours of daylight. Night patrola also
were used to retrieve friendly dead who were inaccessible during

s daylight because of enemy fire.

,5' - SUPPLY'

P no:.- The original unloading plan' contemparAed a 'corn-.
plote1,1 controlled' unloading, due .to the necessity for early. reembar.-
kation. The cancellation of .Phase U and the sqhoduled use of the
shipping for another operation caused the ,abandonment of plans for
controlled unloading and made it necessary to unload 'everything with'
utmost :speed. In order to insure the proper priority of ,suppliOs
and avoid congestion of supplies: 9n' the beaches "during the assault
phase, the Division 'G-4" was placed aboard the Primary ,Control Vessel
with G-4' representatives on the .Trans Div Control Vessels., The Abst
G-4 remained aboard the flagship..vrith the Division Staff. A ,balanced
unloading schedule had been, developed during the rehearsals and was .
used, in the operation. In each landing' craft 'there viaa. placed 2 cans-
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of 'water; two 'cases of rations, and assorted malliperm's aixnmitiort.
Assault Troops wore- to 'carry these' from the boats to. the beach ,abom
the high.1"vrrAei. nie.. They wor6_to s6rve-qs; a, resOrve until the shore
parby landed and supplies began to arrive. "

2. Conal.3.ctLof.ti:kplriloa4,31¤1. For the first two days there was a_
balanced 1iJ.oiJ.ng,o OrasErea; ITZ, V:, ellninating, requdsta'from-
the beaches., for materials. This continued until,, stock levels were'
woll up tlaon general unloading :was initiated. -On- Beach Red., ROT .
322 concent-atc.xl on two ARA:a;,, unloading them 60% in. the first two
days; '.As thsborrth was developed, the third'APA and Ala_ ,were
brought :In .for uraoaaing. gene;a1,,.the sane procedure was. follow-,
ed on Beach Blue: Edglaty poi- cent of all 'supplies and equipment' werg
unloadecl, in. 3 days and unloading of all assault shipping was con0.eted
in 7: day.' ?Or, the first 3 daye, siipplies were unloaded muoh faster
than ,the shore party ,could'i handle, them.' At times the beaches 14ecame
congested so that no accurate ri.-.'brds ao-uld be rlaintained; some lack
of ; control of =loading also .rep, tilted, as well as loss of bupp4es
and equipment. Ccin-ta:ol was sttrificeil, Even so; very
creditable resaltr,were at:tallied .by shore party- and other personnel
engaged

• -

3 Elon:lat $2.23-.)7 By noon of Fox- plus onei shore' party
. ,

--battalions ,laad .coniri:::%.).)., of all, beach dumps. On the morning_, of _Fox .
plus - three the 7:..pg:ti1entga'sv.pp:i.y.,seaion5 atsmnecl control of all .
installations mild bpgan.to issue only through battalion S-41s. At
1200; Fox ,plus three,- the Division Shore Party supply agencies began -
to inventory supplies Arid bezz.lme familiar with their appropriate
installations.' Th9- 00.1. line .bownp, the roar boundary for Ras., :and.

-beaches and rear ,areas were taken over by Division. At 1(,)00 Division
supply ,serricea; assumed, control ovor 6upily installations made
issues from ,durips‘ , Operation.of all installations had to be continued
with,ROT,,persorawl„ ,sin6e-,the major, parbie's3_of Diviioi sOrvice .
troops had not boon landed-. On Fox -plus 41 some service_tropps' were
landed and with the aid of shore party labor began operation of all
dumps. The, Divisiop,Arimunition Se?,.rtign wds reinforced with one
Infantry .118cP Platoon, but this Proved, unsatisfactory. The' regiment
had need of its LAP Platoon; moreover, the number of men was,not-
slifficient for the task. The platoonwas:released and the attempt
to collect and: stock ammunition abandoned., 'Sufficient personnel were.-
not available, Tfitl ir:Tere experienced in handling various types of -am.- \
muilition„, with the 'result that different types were 'nixed' and the
inventorying, and consolidation of ammunition into' dumps Tyas! delayed.
Sufficient personnel v:Tere ,not available initially- for movi,ng. chemical
warfare supplies. Dumps -had to be establi,shed clse,' to. both beaches,
under the control ,of the Di'visipn, Ohmic' al Supply, Officer, assisted
by shore'. party personnel..

4. . rerpanert Dupi?s- tox plus 5, plans were made for the movement
of supplies to permnent.Aump areas. The execution of the plan was
delayed duo to the continued pres-ence of the enemy and the lack of
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sufficient transportation. It Was later decided not to move dunps from
the vicinit• of the beaches until -bivouac areas had boon assigned to all.
units. Many of the location which had been selected from-the nap prior
to the landing proved =suitable for bivouac or dumps.

5. Salvage Activities: Salvagé. activities during the first few days
were not too satisfactory. The Division Salvage Officer and a small
detachment accomplished all salvage during this period. This consisted
of the evacuation or destruction of enemy ammunition and ration dumps,
and the collection of all salvageable American materials. Several large
ordnance pieces were evacuated directly by the Division Ordnance.

• 
6. ifficulties Encountere

S.

a. In order to release shipping as quickly as possible, it was
necessary to continue unloading'during hours of darkness, a condition
seriously affecting efforts to maintain perfect -control.

b. - Considerable loss of supplies ,resulted 'from pilfering before
they reached the dump areas. nyRed- CroSs tuppli,es, PX supplies.,_ items
of clothing did 'not reach the beach. r. Eupty- boxes which had 'formerly cOn-
tained such supplies were unloaded from 'barges and LCT6.' Beginning' on

- Fox plus ly a major problem was the ,pilfering of enemy and American
abandoned eqiiipment and- supplies in forward areas 'by souvenir hunters
from the. beach area., A large portion of the szavenir hunters were: crews
of ships, craft, and barges., .It bectine 'necessary,to' throw a corclan:of
guards -around both beach 'areas and 'to patrol -alLi-oads- to keep' such
personnel out of forward areas . That -such conditions',might prevail was
known before the'_landing and 41 concerned were warned, to provide riece-
sary guards. Despite the precautions, control in the congested arqz Of
'the narrow beaches- under the trying conditions was voi7 difficult. Shore
party military police ,were found to be not as satisfactory' as Division
Military \Police of .thich there ,were too few, a condition that, has
corrected at the time of writing this report by a substanti4=44orease,

in TiO strength'. -

1. Planning:

AFFAIRS

a. The Divisian Judge Advocate was' designated Civil Affairs
Officer and authorized to uso his section consisting of two' officers,

one warrant officer, and. to enlisted men as assistants.

b. Intelligence information indicated that 1000 - 1500 civilians,

were present on Angaur, and it was estimated that_approximtely one-

half that number would survive the operation. Eraergency supplies of

3500 rations and 1000 gallons of watei. were loaded to last until

captured stores or Gara3,11jon Force supply became available.' A supply,

of Class clothing, baby bottles, and nipples were also included.

By prearrangement with the Division Quartermaster all these supplies



 
 

 

 

were available on call.,i: The ,Division Surgeon had sufficient person-
nel and medical supplies to ,furnish medical care for the expectea
number of civilians.-

-
c. Prior to embarkation, confeiences were held with members of

the Garrison Force Civil Affairs Section for the purpose of coordi-
nating activitim.during the assault phase with the permanent plan -
of the Garrison Force. It was agreed that the Garrison Force Civil
Affairs Section would go ashore at the earliest possible date to
assist the Division Civil Affairs Section.

2. 0.2.9. ti

a. The Civil Affairs Section landed on Fox 151us one. - It con.--
tacted the Beach Party, established a suitable temporary stockade,
arranged to drawS rations and water, and made guards available.

- b. On 3. Octobler six civilia.zis were taken into custody and _
evacuated though regular PV -channel!, to.,the Division G.2 .for,
immediate interrogation. , They were released to the Division Civil-
Affairs Officer on. the sane- date.. . ,Two of . the internees required
hospitalization, and since all six constitute.a a faipil$7. group , they
were quartered under -guard in ,the hospital for a -period of two days.
On 3 October the Garrison Foree,-icompleted its permanent stockade,
and the -internees :were turned over to the Garrison Force Commander,

c. During 8- 9 .Qctober, 178 additional civilians were taken -
into custody and .1.tamodiately released to the Garrison. Force Civil
Affairs Section._ •

t

• d. A small aupply of j'apanese Army rations and blankets and
negligible ptorea of'civilian food was captured during the operation
and given to the civilians for their use.

. Historical Racktound:

a. The majority of the civilians who had formerly lived .on
Anc,:aur were evacuated by the Japanese• &tiring the early air strikes
against the ,Palau Islands. Those who remained retired to the caves
in the northwest part of the island during the naval bombardment
preceding the assault and remained there until taken into custody.
The- remnants of the Japanese garris9n force praimnted their surrender.

b!. The interned ° iv-ilia/asp were Chamorros who had been brought
to Angaur some years, ago. At least one of the - older ones spoke -
Japanese„ considerable German: and Spanish, -and the Chamorro dialect.
li.rany of the others spoke some Zapanese and Sr5anish in addition to
the Chamorro dialect. They had no raci.al customs which made their
care difficult, ate army. rations with zusto, and gladly accepted
medical treatment. They were friendly, copperative, and glad to
be freed of -3rapan'ese control.'
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ENEMY DEVELOPMENTS.

1. Defensive Installations:

a. In preparini.t, the, defense , for Ar,igaur . the. Japanese did not use
any new -types of emplacements-or ,defensive Construction. In some .
,cases they had improved-- on to!aniques already used in . other, operations.
_In the construction and camouflage of pill-bokes,*,gun -emplacoment, and
covered shelters maximtim use was ,inade..pf np...tural "materials 'including -
logs., rocks and sand., •Many emplacements had overhead cover 'five and
six feet thick.- Limited amountS of *Concrete were used ,in areas r‘lvliere:
natural materials were absent or 'net plentiful. RailrOad rails ncl'
ties were used, in many, shelters to:suippl.ement s_log cOnstruption and itO
reinforce ',concrete. Onc; ,pillbox was constructed *next tree
so that a' sniper cou:IA go_ from, the pillbox' iip..ip.to the tree without"
beinc seen. One -small ±ifle or -niachine gun concrete 'emplacerdent had
the firing slit so constructed as, , to give 'the maximum field of fire with

rainimum of e-xposurb. A top' view is shothl. - in th,e :sketch.

•

b. - The antitank ditches and barricades and antiboat, obstacles
were of conventional desiFn. One innovation in antitank defense was
/the use of 2iit manila hawsers and lit! steel dables stretched between
trees or posts at a height to catch tanks on their turrets. Some rail-
).oad rails were also used for this p-urpose.

Numerous natural 'caves scattered throughout the island ,were
UtIliZedi ,by- the Japanese 'as shelters _for 'both personnel, ñc1, material.
In many instances they had improved- the caves:by. caMouflacinc' openings
nand making, tlapir interior suitable for living quarter,- command posts,
communication centers and aid. stations. In areas where 'the rock $:or-
mation wp:s suitable dugouts had been constructed to supidoment the
natural caves and .Wore hol-Towed, out ,into the sides_ of hills and
od.iffs. These ducapts provieled covered gun..positionr s.,as. well .as
storage plaices for: 'ammunition and food. supplies'.'These caves and
dugotts were, ,concentrated, in the ,rough, :rugc?:ed terrain. ins'the north
west area of the island.,.' TAs 113 4nd In°
2. Mines and 2b, Traps),

a.. Mines 'ware not used extensively by the, 'Japanese,' on Angaur.
Some large n'aval mines were -anchored off shore -particularly in the
-Beach. Blue area. No antiboaf, antitank mines ,T:itere used' along the
beaches. A (few mines were found' _in the, Middle :Village area and some
mines and: crude. booby 'traps: wore placed uride,r, _the ral4roaci rails and
in the defile in , TA 113., T. The antitank mi in'es-.us.ed. were -the _tape-
measure type. •
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b. A type of flame bottle fo'und on the island and used as a _booby
trop ,had a friction type 'igniter which set off án oil mixture in the
bottle when the cork was pulled. Another booby trap was. a saki bottle
placdd ual.(',er the arm of a (lead japanose soldier and fastened to a tape

. measure mine.

3. Tactics:

a.- J4anese forces launched 'a cbordinated bounterattack the first
night our troops were ashore, They -withdrew to the high ground in the'
northwest corner of the island and took up Positions in the oavps, dug-
outs, and crevice's after their forces had suffered severe losses rather
than launch their Usual "banzai- " charge or counterattack. From these
positions they carried out extensive sniper activity, which was supported
the first few days by mortar fire and the fire of light artillery pieces
and antitank guns until they were destroyed. Throughout the action the
Japanese, for the most part moved their troops and conducted their
patrolling during ,the hours of darkness.

4. Ordnance: Three items of ordnance found on Angaur are believed to
be new developments.

---, ,
a. 'Two 150mm mortirs,were found bn Ancaur and are 'believed to' be

a new type, 'It is of the conventional mortar design with base-plate,
biped, tube and sight,-similar,in construction to the Jaioanese athm
and,90mm mortars. -The'tub,elis 6711 in length. The firing pin in the
base:of the tube can-be retracted and fired by a trigger mechanism or,
,it can he left fixed and the shell is fired by striking, the pin in the

. normal manner. - The projectile's shape is that of along tear 64-op with'
'fins on the tapored'enc.y A propellant comparable' to' the propellant 'charge
of a 20mm 'shell is crowed into the base and _six additional small, blue,
oval propellant packages are placed between the fins. The. markings
consist. of a black painted body with a 3/4" yellow band 5'7/8" back
from the nose of the projectile. Also on .(11.,e body arp the following
numerals in white,- "18.12". The measurements 'of the,projectile are,
as follows: overall length 29 3/8"; outer diameter at greatest point -

,5 7/8"1(150m) tail fins - 5 3/3" long at top,' 6in long. at base;
weight - 40-50 lbs (estithted),., 'The fuze that is used is thought to
be,t14e-same as that used in the 90mm mortar but this has not been
vdrified. The fuze is instantaneous 6r 0.10 delay. Delay 'is accom-
plished by means of a' delay pallet that can be inserted. The projec-
tiles found ard filled with what appears to be cast TNT.

b: A new typo 75mm Japanese Incendiary shell for use in the
field piece was also found hero. ,The projedtile is painted- white
with a red circle and the tTpanese letter "K" in the center of the
circle. Tho lettering is black,'and is followed by the numerals
n18.7". The projectile is the same size' a.s the regular-75mm regi-
mental gun, Yodel - 41. It apparently weighs the same as the ordinary:
projectile for this 'gun, but the' propellant Charge in the new' case
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Is smaller. The -overall length of the projectile aik:1 Hcase is 21-1-11 .--,
The brass, case is '1,-.1411 and the projectile itself is 1*I. Tho:3/8n
coppez', band is 1.32A' -from - baso', of projectile. The projbctile' breaks
4 3/8" 'back from the nose,. The forward 'head screws off, leaving ,a -
saaloe. copper cylinder in' tl- o 'roar end which ifilledTJith an incen-
diary material. _ When expOsed, to air this ,Tilateriai igi4tes, and burns
vigorously, giving off phosphorous faunas. The material appears :bo be
a mixture of rosin, phosphorouS and possibly aluminum 'powder. Care,
should, be used in extracting and opei4ng the copplor cylinder because,
as the solid, burns it liquifies ahd the- liquid' seeps - down into the • .
,ground, 'buriiincs for about 2 or, -3 riinutos The 'explosive charge of the
prOj ectile consists" of along cylinder boostei; 2-1-71 long and VI in
diameter. Thera' is also an explosive molded - in the, forward head of,

This is believed to be for,' the 'purpose of breaking open ,
the -copper cylinder ,of the incendiary element-.

COMMUNICATIONS

1. aglmtions Afloat:

a. A Division message center_ was in- continuous oper'ation ..o..1?oa;rd
the USS Frem6nt (F) from -11 August! until - Fax \plus. 5. During 'this Per-
iod the message center - operated in',the , usual- manner; ,- 'except that 14-bor-
'ship traffic was harked over naval_ communication- systems. Within the
ship, telepliono communication was established to' offices 61 ',the"
Commanding General and members' of, the Staff. addition; 'a complete
messenger service, was maintained.

b. A serl.es of command post exercises conducted while afloat
sdrved to acquaint Division communication personnel with* naval co mm-
niction procedure; The* experience gained proved invaluable.- luring
the actual operation.

2. S1.22:2,12_Shor_2...0....2.9.yatidrz:
,

a. Communications teams of BLTs and RCTs landed with their
respective CPs . The advance echelon of the- Division Signal Co 'Ian' clod
on Beah Rod at 0755, Pox plus 1.. The rerhainder, of the Company, less
a detachment with the roar echelon afloat, landed on/ Fox.plus 2 and,3.
All Signal Co personnel word ,ashore by Fox plus 5. .

b. Communication Prom ship' to shore was continuous tuicl. was main-
tained by use of the -ships -radio assigned to the Division. The Diviro
sion SCR 39.9 with power unit FE 95 were mounted ,on a MU! which was ,
carried as dock 'cargo on the Hoadquarterb Ship. One SCR '508, one SCR
608, and one spare 13Cn,-312 , Receiver were installed. in the 110.;a7 in •
addition. ,to the regular 'S,C.P, 399 equiPmont . These 1-aad.e it Possible to-
guard any, frequency within the Division, , except the SCR 300 and SCR
536. The NET was' landed with 5Division. Headquarters on Fox phis'
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c. In addition to the norm'al7radio nets_of an infanty-6ivibion
the following were established .

(1) CG Lial.son Net...1.2gR 5.01: This not included the CG,
-A-ss:b Div Collidr„ CA—, and RCT COs andwt.1,x used to
supplemont-the -normal Division Command Net of SCR
193 and-SCR_.284.' -
G-2 Netiag_1510,), This not included the Divisien and
Regimental 2s and vath used for the majority of
intelligence reports.
G-4- Net (SCR '510): This net included the. Division,
Regimental, and Bilttaliori_ S;-11.s '6.nd proved highly'
satisfactory in the handling Of. administrative traffic.

3. Operations ,Ashore:

'
a.-- The primary means of communication ashore was by wire. One

construction. team and detachment T &T. Section landed with the advance
echelon, Division Headquarters, and laid two truplclinesto connect
the Division CF with that of RCT 322. A pocket of,,enemy resistance
prevented, the early installation of wire to- RCT 321. Wire_communica-
t4on with RCT 321 was maintainea initially by use of the JAS Co lateral
trunk line connecting Beaches Red and Blue. 'One Division :wire team was
left with each ROT to extend Division trunk linos as RCTs-dispiaced
forward. Division Artillery communication personnel maintained wire
to FA battalions.

b. All wire was laid overhead and off roads and trails, except
where terrain and jungle growth were impassable to construction teams.
Radio had to be resorted to frequently because .of damage to wire cir-
cuits caused by bulldozers widening roads and clearing storage areas
and artillery fields offire.

c. _Xbssengerservic6 was used infrequently due to the_satisfaa-
tory operation of eloptricarpeans of communication.

Cryptographic System M-209 was the principal cryptographic '
aid used within the Corps and subordinate units.'

On Fox plus 10 the Construction Platoon an T & T section
were reorganized to facilitate control and increase, efficiency. All
wire personnel were grouped. into one platoon 'under control of the

T Officer who was designated Fire Officer. Platoon Headquarters
consisted of, the TireiCbief whomaintained records 'and #suod all
oi'ders relative to wire construction and repair. The remainder of
the Platoon was divided into two sections designated as inside and
outside 'plant forces. The inside plant force consisted of, swB, tele-
type, and telegraph Operators and was under the :supervision of the.
Construction Officer.-'The outside plant:force 'consisted of linemen -
and installer' repairmen under the'supervisien'of,the Assistant
Message Center Officer.

•
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4. Supply: 'There was some loss of signal equipment which fell out of
cargo nets during :unloading. Division signal supplies. warp scattered
in several dumps which made difficult replacement, repair, and resupply
of such equipment.

5. TE0222ELEILI,214 Vehicles were unloaded together with teams to
which they were assigned. There was no failure of any item of motor

,equipment throughout the operation. During the planning phase it was
necessary to reduce the number of vehicles, ,particularly of the heavy
type, because of a lack of shipping space. This reduction seriously
handicapped the performance of wire construction 'teams.

- GARRISON FORCES

1. .0'rganizatfl.on: The following units, designated as Garrison Forces,
were attached to the Division for the assault phase on Angaur:

a. Service Units:
---405th prcl:-Co-01* - -

3d Plat 247th QM Depot Co
3d Plat 722d Engr Depot Co
2d Plat 3259th QM Serv Co
290th Port Co
104th Bomb Disposal Squad

b. Air Base:
---I884th Engr Bn (Avn)

1887th Engr Bn (Aim)

c. Defense Troops:
7th Ali Bn (USMC)

2. Mission: The Commanding General, 81st Infantry Division, was
charged with the responsibility for the defense and development of
Ancaur Island during the assault phase.(*) _Upon completion of the
assault phase and when' directed by proper authority all responsi-
bilities pertaining, to command of Angaur, dxcept defense, were to be
relinquished to the Island Commander.

3. ,91.2.Eis:

. a. Service Units: These units wore attached to-corresponding
units of the Division. During the early part of the assault phase
they assisted in the unloading of supplies and organization of the
beach areas. On 22 September, after Angaur had been secured, all ,
service units, except the 104th Bomb Disposal Squad, were relieved
of attachment to the Division and assigned to garrison Forces. -

b. Air Base: The aviation .engineers were used- exelusively in
the-construction-of the.--Angaur-airfield-and no demands -were made-on
them by the Division for engineer work on roads, harbors; and the
unloading of garrison supplies: .Reconnaissance parties of-the MX
and 1887 Engr Bn (Aim) landed on Fox plus 2 to locate the airfield



 

 

•

- S

,

...

,:.

.1,

,
,

site. • The folloiring day surv'e3i., parties began work On center. line
location. •Clearing and. grading-of the airfield site-began shortly,.
thereafter. On Fox plus 28,- the ,first - plane, a C!--47, landed on' the
field. Both battalion were relieved of .attachment to the Division,
on -22 September and asignecl to C;Irrison-,Force. .•
•

\

—

,c.'Defense rroo .: —A reConna4ssance, party of .61-ie 7 AAA En
. . . • .

(USIviC) landed on, Fox plus. 5. . The _dnioading: of equipment began on
Fox plus 4. On Fox plus 7, , the battalions:repOited into the Air
Defense Control Command on Peleliu, :the control -center for the'
antiaircraft defense of th6 Scitit,11.brn,PaIau Islands. The Battalion
was closely integrated. 'in the Angaur Island. defense plans, dpetating
observation posts along the coast :for: 1.-aterborpe tai-gets in addition
to being responsible for antiaircraft 'lefanse. , The battalion first
fired on enemy pl'anes, attacking Angaur Island on Fox Plus: E. '_,

d. On 14 Oct the Commanding General' 81S¤ Infantry Division was
advised that the attack and occupatior,i phase on Angaur Island was
terminated as of 1200 that date. '084 : All responsibilities pertain-
ing to the administration of the island, except those necessary for
the accomplishment of the defense mission, were relinquished to the
Commander' Garrison Force. 0889 The 104 Bomb'Disposal Squad and 'the
7 AAA En (USW) 'were relieved of attachment to the Division and as-
signed to Garrison Forces. Operational control of the 7 AAA En
(USMG) remained with the =Division.•

•

e. There was no enemy int:rference to the normal tasks of the
Garrison Force -throughout the operation., inasmuch as the enemy was
contained in the combat zone in the NW' part of the island.

4; Comments:

a. The type, 'number, or composition of the Garrison Force was '
generally adequate. Some delay in he landing of supplies, equipment,
and personnel of the Garrison Forces as caused by unusual weather
'conditions. This resulted in delay in the execution of the Island -
Development Plan and complicatiOns in the supply, problem.

-

b. Close liaison was maintained throughout the operation, between
commanders and staffs of the Division and Garrison Force. 

, .

•
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CINCPAC and ,CINCP0A Top Secret llitr, serial 000632, 7 Aug 1944,
Subject: Base Development Plan - Domestic.
Despatch 141331, Hq III PhibCorps,r
Col Ray A. Dunn.

. '
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O ENGINEER

. a. -General

1. Engineer troops involved in. operations on Angaur consisted of the
following:

Organic .12.17inoor ComEonent
306 Engr (C) En

b“..tbachod Enrdneoy Trbops
1138th Engr (.6.7js Gp with -ilia .52d ancl 154th Engr C
1884th and 1887th Engr Ens Avn-
3d Plat 722d Dagr Depot Co

Ens.-

2. roport of the shore party work of the 1138th Engr (C) Gp 1-ths
boon prepared separately and :Ls included in tiL.1 is',Soct:iont. The
aviation battalions operated independently of other engineer troops.
The 3d Plat 722d Engr Depot Co assisted in supply activities.prior'
to embarkation and, after arrival at Angaur.

3. Immediately 'ftorarrial of the 306 Engr (C) 13n and the 1138 Engr
(C) Gp in Oahu, oquipp_ing of those units, was, latlated, and „the engi-
neer supplies required for the ass-ign.ed tathk wore received and , prepared
Lox' shipment. Although operational plpins, were changed'slihtly after
embarkation, the basic plans and logistics' proved' sound.

b. 'Organic EalE2er Cormaasnt

1. Mission:

a. The 306 Engr.(C) En was given the misslon of supporting,RCTs
and other components of the reinforced Division in theforward areas.

b. The, priority, of engineer tasks was:
(1.) Removal of beach and inland obstacles impoding the

forward movement of troops.
(2) Construction arid maintonance of roads and trails.
(3) Assault of fortified -localities

2. Organization: To accomplish the mission as set forth above, the
battalion was organized as follows:

a. One line platoon with first -aid man was attached to each BLT.
'Line company headquarters accompanied 'RCT, Hq.

, .
b. One water unit operating section ,from HO. Co was assignedfeach

line company headquarters. The remainder of H&S Co _was ,kept intact. ,,One
of its major tasks was tho operation of the Division ongineor supply.
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*Combat *Engine or Equipmont

1. §.11,E5...poers:

a. The following excess equipment was. taken by 'the 306 Enc.,;r (C) Bn;

- D-8 Tractors with LeTournoau,cable operated angledozers
and armored cab. One D-8 bulldozor was assigned each
platoon. .

- Rooter. Assigned to H&S Co.
• Motorizod Grader-- Galion. 101. Assigned to HO Co.
- T-91 2 ton Crawler Crane. Assigned to HO 'Co.

b. EEL VE equipment was taken, oxcopt 1 air compressor, assault
boats, and 8 pole trailers which were loft behind because of lack of _
shipping space. ,

2. VohiclOs: -A total of 60, distributed as follows:
,

Truck , . Ea Plat' Ea .9.2.1g. MS Co* Total
-17Z Ton 4 x 4 w/odograph 1 1
1/4 Ton 4 x: 4 

, 1 3 6
. 3/4 Ton 4 x 4 VC 1 1 5 4
2-1/2 Ton 6/x 6 Dump 1 .2 3 18
4 Ton 6 x 6 Wrecker. 1 1

Smcial Engineer
Compressor, Air
Shop, Motorized
Tractor, D-4, wibulkozer

AbiousVehicles
DUET m
M-29C

•••

mmilors
1 ton 2-whoel Cargo
250 dial liater trailer '
2-wheel pole-typo
Special trailer for welding

equipment 1

3

3

' 10
3

3. Weapons: The following wore providod in addition to current T E:

a. 27 BARts, one, far och squad..

b. 22 Submachine cal".45, 11-3„ for haavy equipment operators.
•

ce 9 Gun, Machine, Browning, cal .30; W1918 A7 'one for oach
platoon. -
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sloall The fo4owing we're provided in addition to curreni TIE:

a. 27 SCR 536 radios which wore distributed 3 per platoon.

availob.ble to the battalion'.

c. 9 AN PBS-1 Non-Motallic Mine Detectors, ..or one per platoon.

5. Chemical: Each platoon was provided with three M2!..2 Flame
Throwers and one flame thrower service kit, :the latter to be used in
conjunction vilth infantry. Fifteen flame throwers were retained by
il&S Co as Division reserve stock c,

b. 11 SCR 625 Metallic Mine Detectors making. a total of 26,

6. .guartermaster. As for other troops of the Division.

7. Comments:

a. Bulldozers: - Commei.aial Caterpillar D-8 with cab of -ill armor:.
steel, steel ,A frame for use on rear, ,and a special block bracket per.
mitting the dozer'to be landed in an LaMr3, without retioving,th9 blade
and to be in operation about 10 minutes after landing,. (See- FiEure
P104)

b. Rooter: Conventional helavy duty type.' , Was very tsefuf'in
ripping up coral rock which was found on two-thirds of the island -, and
was used extensively in 4.oad wozk and airstrip construction. It has
saved many an hours of labor and many pounds of explosives.,

,10

p. Cruder: Was used e*tenbiVely4n the engineer dunp for
loading and unloading of enameer supplies.'

I ••

d. Grader: Proved very successful in shaping up and maintaining
roads in rear areas, relieving dozers for more important work. _ The
battalion should be equipped with two..

e. Odograph: An invaluable aid in accurately locating roads.

f. 247.1.LILL2s2L2Auls1,11* invaluand for bringing small supplies
of demolitions to the front. The four with HO Co were used for recon-
halssmice-section in addition to land oc1ograph, one foi. the Div Engr•
Section, and two for the battalion commandsection.

g. 3/4.,-ton 4 x Truck: I Used with 3/4.ton' trailer to transport
water purification equipment,..,

•h.airton Dump Truck,: . Used successfully for resupply of platoons
and were too busy to handle. any road material whatsodver.

1. 4 Ton Wrecker: Was essential in the expeditious repair of
heavy equipment 4'.n front lin6 areas.



DETAIL OF BRACKET 
, welded to lower 
part of blade, to 
able blado to be raised 
to required height• 
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j. Air Comrssci..: Vida,:used during the early stages of the
operation in the combat , zone "i3roparing holes for demolitions.

k. Mtoriaex1 Shop Truck: Was used to -make parts for the - grader
and -Lixage tractors. This proved to be an indispensable part 'of the
battalion's equipment.

T2;17..pr:. Was used in conjuriction with the, motorized
shop in building up broken parts prior to machining down for use and
for' emergency repair work. It is essential in any :type operation.,

ti (gi:: Used ta brint in initial, supplies
to each assault pir.,..toon.1 after whi.3h trucks reVerted to control of Dual
Co., The 2i- ton dart' truck woul.c1-1.)6 better if it could be landed in
time. 'If Dallis are used, they sliould remain _iin.cler, the -,control .of the„
engineer platoon leaders.

n. 11-29C Carfp' Ca.7rie.v. Was used for -supply. Could very easily
be replaced by the t -Con 4 x 4 unless the terrain was knovm, to be swampy.

o. Polo Trailers'
sources of timber-.

of each ROT.

Have not 'peen used, due to lackof local

Ono-Ton Trailer: Used to carry water purification equipment

q. Flame Th119y122;:: , Was very effective in sassaulting pillboxes •
and caves. In mos.& cases engirleeii ,platoons operated flamethrower
servicing and refueling points in, conjunction with the _plAtoon supply
durap's_. -Safety valves shoidd he strengthened to blow off at, a-pressure
of 500 pounds per sq in. The .pressur' e,regulator , control ,valve failed
to operate- properly after 4 or 5 services. .A .fuel shut off, wave- should ,
be placed on the fuel ounet -pipe trust behind the,flexib7,.e hose, connection.
The safety lock 'on the flexible hose 'connection should be made of' spring
steel, as the present type is not strong enough. A \ietain,Ing chain
should be -fastened' to, the non-1e to prevent its loss, upon removal.
Naralm thickener fuel consisting of 4% NaPalm by weight to 'a mixture
of 75% gasoline- and 25% light •Dioael fuel has _proved to be, very _
effective. 11.7.any instances were reported where' fuel lisas deterioriated
due to the entrance of mOistiu^e. loweVer',. in most 'cases the- fuel was
found to operate effectively after having been prepared two months
previously.

8: Sumnarv of Oper2 .

a.- Immediately after landing, assault companies began work on
the reduction of embankments on- Beaches Eed and Blue" to allow passage
of P1Ts and tanks to the, first, phase line.'

- b. Engineerrtroops were u6od*in the assault of fortified
positions throughout the assault phase of the operation.
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c. Road construction was -carried on 'concurrently with the, ad-
vance, and supply, roads. were pushed as- close as possible to front-
line troops.. Road work was very difficult through the dense jungle
undergrowth and coral 'rock, and heavy equipment had to be supple-
mented with explosives. The tremendous amount of work involved in
road construction makes it advisable that, infantry troops and
artillery troops service secondary paths and trails with tools,,
available in the, battalion.. See Figure No. 2, Page .I06, for the
status of :bhe road system on Angaur up to:Fox plus 18.

• • ,„
_ -d. There was .no, extensive use of land mines by the enemy.- The

Only successful use of such mines 'was in the defile leading into the
large basin in the northwest pait of the island, which resulted in
the disablement of several trae,ezed vehicles.

Attac,,heci Ma5.,..neers

•••

1. 1138th Enrineerani.

The 155th Engr, (C), Bn reriainecI with ROT 323 in Corps Reserve
and VMS' not employed on Angaur.' On Fox plus 5, the 154th Engr _(C) En
(loss' one company) departied with the 321st Inf for Peleliu.

b. . In addition fo shore party work. the attached cbrib6it engineers
gave valuable assistance in reinforcing the 306th Engr (o) En.' On Fox
Do.y„before unloading of supplies began on a large scale, construction
of a lateral road conneating Beaches Red and Blue was initiated by
battalions working towards each-other. This road was completed on Fox
plus 1. After completion of principal shore party functions, these;
units were used for construction and maintenance of roads, development
of leach and supply installations, 'and Saipan Town boat basin.

c. Bulldozers arid personnel from the attached combat.battaliana
assisted in clearing numerous areas for dump, bivouacs; hospital‘
installations, and cebetory.

d. In several instances, elements of the 52d Engr (C) Bn and
154th Engr (c) En were engaged in active combat, routing Japanese
out of isolated caves, repulsing local counterattacks, and reducing
pillboxes.

e. The staff of the 3138th Engr (a) Gp rendered valuable
assistance to the Division Engineer in reconnaissance, planning, and
surveys for combat and* island development projects .

2. .1884th 0.12.d 1887th Enzineer Battalj,orl.,p_LA.V..ati,onl: Those bat-
talions accompanied the Division for-the prose of constructing an
airfield. On Fox plus 2 reconnaissance parties were landed. On the
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following day survey parties began center line. construction. Control
of the work was given to the Island Dagineer. The first planes (C-47a)
began using the field on Fox plus 28.

3. 22LEILIZn,222?d avi.nomkapt Gormam Assisted with engineer
supplies!.

e Sumlazlictst4 ez

1. General: The 306th Engr (a) Bn battalion supply secti,on was aug-
mented by ° Mears and enlisted non of the 306th aigr (C) Bn, 1138th
nagr. (a) Gp and the 3d Platoon, 722d Engineer Depot Co. .All requisi-
tioning, preparation of shipping tick:eta, operation of storage yard,
distribution and issue; thad,delivery from depots to piers was accom-
plished by this section.

2. a:12E-2122E1a

- a. The Administrative - Order direated,' that a 5-day supply' be
embarked- riith- troops, based on 2 gallons per man per day. Approxi.- _
mateiy 20:000 ,5 galloxi cans'. and 2g200 55 :gallon _drums were _cleaned„
filled with chlorinated water, painted., and marked. The chldrine con-
tent of the water was maintained with parts per pillion during the
filling operation. " The, filling of water containers was one of the
final operations in prepation for embarkation. The pallets of 5
gallon cans *anp1"55.gallon drums' wore distributed among the various
ships,' trari6poiting troops according tO the ,plans of the RCT TQW,: In
certain' case's a -reserve was placed on :the, AKAs;- in others each ship
carried .10 gallons per man. - Each man going ashore .carried 2 filled
canteens from -bhe ships water, supply.' The :unloading Of water began
on Fox Day and at no. time was there any lack - of ,water for the troops-..

On, Fox plus 2' two cisterns were found containing some
150:000 gallons of fresh water. 'On Pox plus 4 a, portable- chlbrination
section was set up:, and water issue started from .these cisterns. 'This'
supply was exhausted' on Ilthc p:tais On Fox plus 3 the dis-
tillation .unit was placed oioeration; and on; Fox plus 8,, 60,000
gallot capacity of distillation units were' in operation; equally
distributed ,:between Beaches ',Red 'and Blue.', Due, to rough seas,'
suction • line difficiaties prevented units from operating at fall
capacity.

c. Other sources of water consisted of three lakes in the north-
west corner of the island and wells found in the southern half of the
island. It was -impossible to establish any water points on the lakes,
duo to 'combat conditions which lasted until- Fox plus 16. On Fox plus
18 six distillation units wore moved' adjacent .to one of :the, lakes) - •
and began operation.



 
 

 

  

 

 

Eixplosives and Demolition Accessories:

, a. Prelinindry studies of the island ,indicated thA a large
supply of explosivos,would he required. :Approximately 35% was
palletized and placed on' BLT transports. ' A small supply .of, loose
cases_ was also rtirnished BLTs, bi# the major portipn was stdwed on
AKAs . - ,

b. An initial pupply of explosives was provided each assault
platoon of the 306 En r (C) Dn arld preleaded in DUITs assigned to
each platoon.

4 •

c. Except for the ,water7-proofed7,deriolitloil -acc,essories
pallOts and a. sthall stock of. unbrokenpaolca.ges'„ 6,11 stocks, of'. blast-7
ing caps and accessories were divided' and packed in standard, boxes:.
This was done inorder that -all- items would. be available when desired'
and to eliminate the - pbssibility of loss, of certain iteins-...by leaving
thorn in the _original containerp 4.' The ,:box, was painted rod, marked on
the Outside, and provided with, a large i7a.te.r.-'proof envelopo. -Items ,

- such as -blasting caps iand'primacorci, were packed-:in .sopara-t'o- containers
within the larger box.

Explosives and demolition' accessoribs Tmal tandard boxes .
on BLT APAs wore furnished engineer and iilfantry assault troops 'prior
to debarkation. Each engineer: soldier darned cashoie:-two ,demolition
packs, ancl 'debignated infantrymen carried, one demolition ,pack, Special
shockproof containers were pi-ovided for biastint caps carried by. '
individuals.

4. E2EEIII2E1Pmon't:.

. a. For tabulation of equipment carried by Divisional and-
attached engineers, refer to iiecNy Equipmenl; Table; Page 41.

b. Necessary accessories were provided such as A frames for
hoists on tractorb, slings, snatch blocks and double :blocks. Armored-
cabs were installed on the p-8 tractors -used by thp :306th _Eng- (0) En.

6. A supply of repair pats''amounting to 150000 lbs for '
Divisional and attached units was received and packed for shipment.'

5. C1222_ILL2221:.
. 4 •

a. The, ,30 clay= block of resupply amounting tb 144,0.00 1.1?s ,was
based on requirements obtain-ed l'rOm previous 'operations. Th1.-s was

into four :parts. 'Three idefitioal lots of certain items
were prepared and one furhished. qacli- ROT.' The. iajo± portion was _
retained by -the BSO for divisional stock. The combat team lots wore
issued to RCTs for, ship-Am-It, while the divisional 'lot was carried by
the 306th Encr (C) En B80.



 

  

  

 
 

b. Conclusions: Certain items such as explosives and Class IV
material should be omitted from the initial resupply block because
they get mixed with the initial issue and are lost as resupply. It
is not possible to determine the adequacy of the Class 11 resupply as
no issue has been made to 'cover'the division losses.

6. Class IV Supply:

a. Fortification:
(1) The total amounts of fortification materials provided

were as follows:
Wire, barbed . 750 rolls
Pickets, short 9900 each
Pickets, long 4450 each
Sand bags '223000 -each

(2) Some units provided each truck with concertinas and
sand bags.

,

b. Construction and,Sahita:tionSupplies:
(1). The following consti.uotion and sanitation supplies and

equipment were provided for the, improvement of bivouac
conditions after the initial combat phase:

'Nails — varioub sizes
(Approximately 40% more palletized) 

kegs

Latrine boxes (8 'hole) . . 200 each
Fly traps , 400 each
Burlap)300 wide S. 1.0,000 lin.ft.
Pipe, salvaged ,l to 2" diameter 800 lineft.
Pumping and,Chlorination.Units 20
Shower units (fittings and pipe
for 32 head battalionunits
were assembled and packed by BSO) 30

Sprayers — Knapsack 200 each
Dusters . 14 each
Paris Green 1400 lbs

(2) An effort was made to salvage dunnage and' stockit in
the engineer supply dump for construction after the
assault phase, but only a small amount .was received.

4

7. Engineer Supply after Assnult Landing: All engineer supply was
handled initially by the RCTs with the assistance of the attached
organic engineer companies. On Fax plus 1 control passed to the shore
party battalions. 'On FdX. plus 3 Division took control of the supply
agencies, Division immediately located :the engineOr dump at. a point
between -Beaches Red and Blue, Clearing and construction was started'
on five disipersed trenches for the storage of explosives, along with
two pits for storage of caps and accessories. The 3rd -Platoon of the
724. Depot- Co arriyod on Fox plus ,4 and was attached for duty with the
organic engineer battalion BSO operating the engineer dump. Parties
were organized toilocate and gather all engineer equipment and supplies
on the beaches and, by Fox plus 5, this had been accomplished.
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Distribution of Hpayyment sTmlled 306th Dm. Bn, 1138 Eng/. Gr2122
Combat Ens and 81 Division_Arbillery.

Tractors with Bulldozers

- D-8
D-7
D-6

• D-4
HD-14
R-4

306th Eno? Division Combat En Total
Bn Arty 1138 Gp

Total Tractors 12

3
,

12 68 92

55 14
21 21
15 15
27 30

3

•

Winch., 5-ton, wil000t cable 3 3
Lubricator, Truck mounted 

5 

52 2
Crane, crawler, T-9, 2-ton Cap, 

• 

9 10
Crane, M-20 i ' . ' 

5 5 3 3
Crane, -k yd - Bucyrus-Erie, .

wbhovel and attachments 6 6
Electric 'Light Set - 5 KW 3
Floodlight Units - 5 KU 18 18
Ice Maker, g6s-drive,n,

2000 lbs day, Capacity 3' '3

Distillation_'Units:...-."...... .....
5(V)00 gal per day cap, 16 16
2,500 gal per day cap. 5 5 8 8

rater Purification Units ** 3 
5 5 

54
Carryall --8 cuayd. 1 1
Grader, motorized , , 2 3
Rooter , 1..
Saw, Chain, Gas engine-drival. ** 3 9 12

Note: * 3 - D-4 Tractors were 13suod to the 306th'Engr Bn as T/E
equipment. The 3 - R,,14 Tractors from the 306th Engr En and
- R-4. Tractors from the - Group Battali9ns we're reissued ‘to

the Light F,A. S Dns.- \-

** Issued the combat engineer battalions in excess of that auth-
orized by T/E. *



 

 

 

 

P• F. r TrAL

1. Attaclia6nts: The 'at:tacilmerits of ili'ec).11..c*ai troops to RC;T: and
,Division Troops was aa foliowa:

ROT .321.:* Co. A, 306-- Mod En
Co ,D (loss 2dPlat) 306 med En
Hq '306. Mod En (less Dot)

13.00 322:

ROT. 323-`,..4..**

Co D, 306 Mod 1311:
17 Field Ifosp (less I Plat)

(Employed at Ulithi)
Co C, 306'Iled En
2d Plat Co D, 306 lied Bn
Dub Ho. 306 Mod En

Div Trs: _at Plat, 17 Field Hasp
41 Port Surg 'Hasp

Baspd on expel-lei-ice-in ,thp.opern.t.I.on,- the 41st Portable Surgical
Hospital could have boon .t2-1-Llizod better as a. clearing platoon' for
ROT 322; and the ,17th Field Hospital, kept intact wider Division'
control. ,

‘,
2. 'pagmtion,:. Medical troops rendered very satisfactory s:upport.,
in the trea--gnoilb and 'evacuation of, the wounded. During the early 2-
Aages of combat evacuation, from the beaches to ships was slow c7,ue
‘toa shortage of- landing craft. - Feechl.ng 'af :the wounded, waa genorally,
Unsatisfactory because of a lack of sufficient quantities of conva.,,
lescent .food... Losses among,nodical, 'persorzie1 were high, largely,be-
causb they exposed themselves too much in attemptixt.to reach 'arid
treat the wounded. atpaneato snipers would often wait until aid -men
reached -tile wounded before opening *fir-e-).

3. ptctip#cs; Statistics for the period 17 September - 30 October
inclusive is as

BATTLE F0IT-BATTI4

Dectle
Wounded Injured Diseaso- injured' Fatigue %TOTAL

••••
Received from, uilit ' -1049 305 576 120. 244, 2294
Returned to duty .306 229 430 77- 168' 1292
Died of wounds 80 , 3 0 1 0' 84
Killed in action 180 .... ... 180
E'vacuated, 562 73 8; ., 31 65 816
Reinainin in .

39th Stn.' Hasp, 11' 7 _61 .12. 11 102- ,



 

 

CIALROISE MISSIONS

1. Aerial Reconnaissance Mission - Photora hic and Observation:

- a. :Aerial reconnaisaance prior to Fox Day 'consisted of :vertical
and .oblique photographs taken 'during ,*the air- strik6s, 'aga,,int-Angaur
in the period 31 March —1.6 September, inclusive. 'From a study of these:
photographs an, accurate picture was gained of the enemy, defenses: The
results,- of this study are shown in incl #1 intelligence

........

b. The pictures' were generally good, although cloudb made clear
photographic coverage 'impossible. The greatest deficiency : was the
failure of photogisphs to cover the:island. The Division was unable
to secure good oblique coverage of the landing '6-caches and areas in
land therefrom during the period Fox, minus 30 to Fox Day.

c. From Fox Day to the, end of the operation aerial reconnais,-
sance consisted chiefly of observation missions executed by, obserVeirs
stationed on aircraft carriers,. and using. Naiiy Ti317s. The Division
used six observers, four loaned 'byIII PhibCorps ,and one from each
of the assault combat _teams, At least one of these obsOrvers was on
station at all times during dayJight hours and- E-sae) continuous _infor-
mation of enemy as wen -as fa:leridl-,;r, autivity. During this, period:-
only ono photographic mission was flown'.

2. Surface ReconnAsmane:

a. Submarine reconnaissance of Angaur was made' prior to Fox
My. The chief information gained from this source was',of beach
and shoreline conditions, This data:„ along with other available
information, formed the basis of the beach studies shown in
Inc]: #2,

tb. On Fox minus 2 and 3, underwater demolition teams'made
±econnaissance of Beaches Red, Blue, Green III, and Green II.
Prior to leaving for the objective area, the Division G.2 and.
Navy Group One Intelligence Officer met with officers of these
teams to brief them on Any "and Navy requirements. They were
instructed to look for all typee of defensive works on the
beachea and beach flanks with special attention to pbstacles
which night hinder the advance of troops and tanks inland. The
teams reconnbitered :close to shore and were able to observe, and
report a number of important installations.

c. No pre-landing ground reconnaissanc'e was executed.
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SECTION XI

'COMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Comments and 'recommendations Made herein a're' based on the exper-
ien.ces in the Angaur Operat,ion, Some of them are not necessarily
applicable to operations condudted uricl:er 'a *different set of corditioris
and 'circumstances./.

- SHIP TO SHORE MOVEMENT

1. . Ttmics, bulldozers, and bnergency.oupplies should be,kept in a
rendezvous, area in the vicinity of the beac' control vessel- to 'be
available as soon as they are needed.

•

2. Bulldozers rere landed in' t4e leading waves and this is 'very_inpor-
tant to facilitate unloading; clearing of beaches and dump areas)and
movements inland of combat troops.

B SHORE PARTY OPERATIONS'

1 1. The present shore party organization is con'sidei'ed,,sound and no
changes are recommended.

2. The time spent in developing beach and lateral roads prior to the
general unloading phase. pays dividends • in* greater ii.ourly tonnage that,
the beac1), is able to handle thereafter.-

3. Causeways and piers should, be installed for the use of cranes 0.ncl.
trucks so that cargo, can be handled in cargo nets direct' to trucks.
This .should be done at, the earliest possible moment, ,and not later than
D plus 2. Cranes were used to great advantage at the, shore line' for
unloading heavy loose cargo from barges, and LCTs.

L. Steel sand sleds towed by small: dozers, are very useful for hancq-
ing loose cargo.

S. Floating supply dumps were vei7.successfut in that any type.6..f
ammunition cduld' be called .in, and unloaded in a very short time.

6. LOTS and DUNivrs should_ be refueled from.a ..floating supply 'so as
not to congest the teach or dumpl areas.. ,

7. Shore party police must ,he selected officers and men, well-andoc-
trinated with, reSponsibilities and with the, i'drtl..tude* to enforce rules
of the beach, particularly those forbidding pilfering)requiring sani-
tation, preventing' firing of weapons 'except at the enemy, and coi;rbrol...
ling traffic. In senforcement 'of regulations no individual will ,be
excused no matter what hiâ rank)grade, pr branch of service.



 

 

 
 

 
 

8. Shore party engineer battalions should be placed under group control,
under division, as early as practicable; 'proVided that riore than one
battalion is ashore in the same -general area.

9. Shore party engineer battalion- headquarters should be given full
and complete control of all troops and supplies in the beach area after,
the combat troops have cleared the beach of the enemy.

C - NAVAL GUNFIRE

1._ Naval gunfire teams now assigned to each infantry battalion would
function more *efficiently if the present organization were changed from
one Naval Liaison Team and one Naval- Gunfire Spotter Team to two Spot-
ter ,Teams. One _team hould remain-at the battalion command post- to
advise the battalion commander while the other Controls the fire. The
teams could then be alternated to give men a chance to rest:* In an ,
emergency two teams could be available for simultaneous use.

2. The SCR - 28/4. radios used by the observer and spotter parties ashore
were not veitr,satisfactory. They required too much time to set up,
were- heavy and, awkward to carry,, and could be used only from concealed
and 'dug-in positions, as the operator of the hand generator would bo
otherwise exposed. At night, communications were difficult as the
noise of the generator drew enemy fire,.

D - AIR SUPPORT

1. Air liaison parties of adjacent regiments must check ivith 'each
other on locations of friendly troops before requesting missions that
may, possibly endanger friendly trOops.

2. WP is at times unsuited for designating air targets. Pilots can
and do mistakethe use of WP by, one unit as a target- designation by an
adjacent unit. If WP is used for target designationv its use must be
prohibited behind friendly 'advanced elements.

E ARTILLERY F.,:,,IPLOY/ZNT

1. Even though the light artillery battalions are' usually parts of
regimental combat teams in an amphibious operation, they should be
placed under the centralized control of the Division Artillery Comman-
der at the earliest possible time, provided of course that raore than
one battalion is in the operation and' in the same general area. '

2. For, early observation,' artillery liaison planes should be provided
operational space on a carrier. Without this no artillery observation
is available initially.. This observation is invaluable.

3. The-use of-one medium tank per light artillery battalion for for-
ward OPs proved of distinct value.
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F - TANKS - ELIPLOYHENT

1. Whore the infantry desires fire on _obscure targets, it is well
to place in the bow gunner's.position an infantryman who knows the
exact location 'of the target' in order tha:t he may designate it with ,
tracers fired,from the tank's machine gun.

2. A heavy spring hader should be developed for the sound-power
phone mounted on the outside of the tank for communication with the
tank craw. It should be mounted lov'T on-the tank to allow infantrymen
to crawl under the tank -where some coVenfrom enemy fire'exists.

3. Tanks should be pia ced well within the infantry defensive peri-
meter and assigned such fields, of fire as are avaiT,Ible, Routes for-
ward can be reconnoitered over which tanks can move to 'provide close
support as_ necessary.

4. Tanks must have at least one hour for maintenance prior to dark-
ness in_addition to the'tim:reqmirea for refueling and-resupply;
For short operations maintenance may be partially or, entirely omitted;
when .the operation lasts for more than ajaw days, maintenance must be
accomplished daily if vehicles are to continue tobe in a serviceable
condition.

5. The battalion reconnaissance/platoon should provide a team to
each tank attachment to aid infantry in making reconnaissance of tank
routes.

6. The battalion supply'and maintenance sections'must be landed early
to service tanks. Units to which tanks are -attached generally fail-to
fuimish necessary fuel and ammunition.

G - INFANTRY OPERATIONS

1. Allotment of two Browning autdmatic rifles to each rifle 'squad is
sound.

2. In operations of this type 37mm gun is suitable for battalion anti-
tank platoons.

3. Heavy machine i•un with light machine gun tripod is excellent in
offensive operations. •

\
4, In jung16 and cave 'warfare, flame throwers are invaluable. Long
range type used in this operation in.INTs should 'be placed in a vehicle'

. wi:th armor approaching in type that of the medium tank.,' Tanks equipped
with bulldozer -blades-are invaluable in jungle warfare' for cutting -
trails and constructing rcads immediately in rear of the front-line,
troops.



 

 

5. In jungle areas, artillery fire in close support of infantry
troops must be conducted by. forward observers ,rather than by map fir-
ing or control from the air. InitIal rages must be long 'and the range
gradually reduced. .

6. Troops must be impressed witli the fact that it is frequently.not
easy to distinguish between friendly and enemy artillery fire. Before
reporting friendly artillery fire faling on troops, this should be
investigated by some officer competent to judge. Artillery observers
should be consultedor report on this.,

7. In, jungles the infantry must stay cloSe to tanks in order to pro-
vide necessary..6ecurity. In open terrain they should not be close to
the tank as. they are endangered by fire' 'directed against, the tank. -

8. Great care must be exercised by troops in rear, areas not to fire
on friendly units forward of their location. All troops must provide
their awn perimeter defense.

9. The. unnecessary exposure -ofioaders at.the front - cannot be tad
strongly, discouraged. Loaders must learn to dii.ect their units with,
out using signals which can be Observed by an alert enemy and must not
carry openly equipment which ,is indicative of, :their position as leaders.
Too much bravado by leaders with a view to heartening their troops sobn
becomes ineffective.

10. Tree-burst artillery and mortar fire is an effective countermeasure
for enemy snipers in trees.

H ENGINEERS

1. 'Engineer troops should work and fight entirely under the supervision
of their awn. officers.

2. The initial attachment of engineer.ph,toons to BLTs for amphibious
operations is.soufid. Hawei.xer, all p1600ns should revert to -control of
their company commanders as soon as regimental control is established.
Companies should reVert to battalion control as soon as'Division'con-
trol is established.

3. When engineers are used on special assaUlt missions'and.construc-
tion in forward areas, infantry protection ahd fire support 'is' essen-
tial,since engineer fire power is inadequate. „

flbre.use should be made of bboby traps-to guard footpaths, trails,
and, roads that the enemy may use.

5.. Too much reliance is placed on construction of .roads by engineer ,
troops. All combat elements should aasist by continually improving
footpaths, trails and secondary roads.
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6.. Precautions mu.st be taken against enemy mines, everi, though they
-are used sparingly. Route reconthissance must be made before moving
any heavy, equipment.

I-- SPECIAL RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS

1. Close coordination is necessary between the landing force and, the.'
photographic reconnaissance unit in order that a planned 'cOverage may'
be secured. ' In this operation, pictures too frequently did nOt- cover
the areas in which ground troops were most vitally.interested. • -

`2. Briefing , of Underwater DemOlitiop. Teams by :Army intelligerice
officers just pribr to an operation: 1741 materially - increase the
amount of information 'of value that these- \teams will ',bring 'back.'

••• , J,- MEDICAL

1. The 1AP,T truck was satisfactory as an ambulance._ lie 1129C was'
unsatisfactory in' the 'terrain, \peculiar to these islands as VC sub-'
jected casualties to an unusual amount of 'jolting. ,

.2. An adequate supply of coif-6e and apparatus f'61‘ th.6:preparation of-,
hot coffee for .casualties must be available' 'for :use', in - medical install,
ations as far forward as practicable' 'to include:the battalibri--aid, "
station when _pos0E15104' ' ,

,

1 -',--

3. - Strict control must be exercised •to safeguara'.an.d divert for use,,,
of patients' only, any special food or, other supplies coveted by
personnel not patients. '

4. Salt t:ablets' should be made'an item of medical supply and the bulk
of this supply carried in. its resupply.; This will insure pr'ompt-deliv7
cry to troop's.

K - PUBLIC RELATIONS
. ,

. 1. ' The morale factor of adequate and correct publicity is very impor- ,
tant, Troop-s, react favorably to communique or press accounts that
lend importance to the contribution of their Division, Regiment,- or
Company to _:thQ results of the battle. - All concerned' should be careful
to give credit where' it is due.

\ L - COiallUNICATIONS,
11. '

, 1. Signal plans, SOPs, and SOIs sliouid be furiii,shed Division He6.d-'
quarters by higher headquarters at least two weeks prior to embarkation ,
to allow time for the preparation of necessary extracts and disemina—
tion to an. 6chelons of command..:

, )
2. The Division Llsg Cen and Radio Officers should contacjt, the Flag
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Communication Officer at least one week prior, to departure to discuss
local problems not covered.by Combined Cormunicatons Board Publica-
tions and establish a - Oommon procedure.

3. The first' few phrases- of each cryptographed message should be
decryptographed by the originator to ascertain that encryption is
correct.

•

4. Call signs for net calls should be provided by higher headquarters.

5. It.is advisable to diVide the Division, Command Net on two frequen-
cies: Command Net A to serve DHQ, the combat teams and Div Arty, and -
Command Net B to serve all other units reqiiring radio communication -
with the Division.

6. SCR 193's should be installed in:3/4-T NC, and tables and one EC-88
'provided with each .set. One EC-88 should' replace the portable type
writer in 'theSCR 199; one CF tent should be provided the ladio,Sec-
tion for night operations by remote control°

7; RCTs should be issued SCR 193's with three 'tuningunits affording
a range Of 1.5-6.0 ric',

8.' Arrangements should be' made for obtaining gasoline while aboard .
ship for the PE 95, since the motor, must be'run_to keep the Commutator
from corroding.

9. Some improVement must be made, in the construction of' the antenna
for the SCR 300. An excessive number were broken.,

10. All circuits must' be tagged at least at every other -tie -and pre-
ferably at every tie. Yarking tags by punching holes facilitates
identification in the dark and eliminates the possibility of pencil
markings'beingwashed out by and faded b. the sun.

11. High priority in 4ebarkation, should be given wire teams; at least
one per RCT and one ,spare team for miscellaneous circuits should be
landed with the advance echelon of Dj,vision Headquarters.

12. Close coordination with JAS Co facilitates the earlyestablish-
ment of wire communications to major units.

13. Sufficient personnel must be placed ashore prior to the unloading
of signal equipment to sort And store,it properly.

EQUIPTENT AND SUPPLIES
••.••••••••••••••••••••,••,. • ••

1. A division operating independently, should 'have attached to it an
,ammunition company, a bakery- platoon, la clothing and shoe repair pla-
toon, a Quartermaster'salvge platoon, and a Quartermaster laundry
platoon.

„,



 

 

2. Conservation of supplies requires. thorough. incloctriiiation. of the
troops for its necessity and adequate salvage .operaftonk.

a. Loss .of indiiiduàl, equipment can be minimized- by withholding
from ,issue 'to certain individuals items ' they, will not, require, 'Oven
though listed in .T/E,‘"j1-Ait ,commanders' must, collect :and 'guard this
surplus' equipment- until it can :be. cone dted‘,by salvage details'.'

b. Infantry regiments should have 6.6..vage teans to insui.e" rapid
evacuation of 6nemy material' and permit collection of our own dis7
carded equipm6nt and supplies,, Division salvage teams should like-
wise 'begin operation early in the rear areas, It is most 

important'to salvage items that the. enemy -td.11 utilize, such as weapons, ammuni
' 

-, ,
tion, food, and water containers.

3. Motor Vehicles:

a. Number and types used in operation are listecl, in Incl No.

b. Organic engineer combat battalion:
' (1) One z-ton,truck should be taken by ,each platoon.
(2) Five 23g--ton. dump tra6ks 'for each letteibecl..company

and three per headquarters and service company are
adequate except for operations on Idrgesr land masses.,

, (3) One :1..ton truck with 14on trailer for water puri-
• fication unit should be used instead, ovf 3P4.--bon
weapon 6 carrier.,

.(4) - :EttlIVE allowance of air compressors is recommended.
(5) . DUICWs .are important or initial supply of engineer

platbons'.'

c., Ampnioious tractor battalion:'
(70' ,One trailer foi' :spare parts is essential,
, (.2) Gr' owsers, on .LVT tracks, should be -redesigned' for.

• greater strength. 
5

d. Tank Battalion: ,
(1.)' /One medium :bank per company sshoul.dbe equ.ipp6d with

• bulldozer. blade.,

e. Joint Assault' Signal:,
(1) Trent -.one -?:.--ton'trailers are needed, to 'carry

equipment initially. s

f.. _Antiaircraft battalion:
(1) \One ',DIA idozer not smaller than D-6 pei- battery and one

track layin-s- prime mover 7,er battery are essential.
This will permit reduction in number of other, trucks.

(7 •

•••

'Amphibious Tr'uck Corri3any:
(1): Sh6uld be self-sufilicient as far as 'maintenance' .is

conCerned. -
(2) One *ton 'trick :should be 'allottedeach platoon.
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,11. Division Artillery: In an operation involvingmore extensive

terrain the following additiohal transportation should be provided:
' (1) Two *-ton trucks'to'Headquarters.Battery.
(2) One 3/4 ton tiauck per ,firing battery.
(3)--Six additional E.,-5 tractor prime movers for 155mm How

battalion. Light and .heavy bulldozers were of great
value throughout the operation.

i. Division Quaiternaster.Company: One platoon of 16 trucks is a
minimum. '

j. Special Type: 'The'1129C was unsatisfactory due to the 'rough

terrain encountered. Transmission of this vehicle should be strengthened

and enlarged for greater oil capacity. Moreover, it Was prone to throw.

its tracks, requiring a minimum Of one-half hour tb replace. The number

of 1129Cts 'carried was excessive for this operation. More i-ton trucks

should have been -substituted.

4. Equipment:

a. Engineer:
- (1) 'The armored 1:).8 tractor should be semi-permanently.

moclilied with light armor plate prior to loading so

as: to 'give' adequate protection to the enginer.
(2) One T-9 Crawler Crane per battalion is adequate and

essential.
(3) A mininup.of 5 pole trailers per battalion is needed for

extended operations. -
_(lt) One odorp.ph per-battalion is adequate and essential..
(5) The 2500 and 5000 GPD distillation units,' skid-mounted,

are too- bulky; The present - 2500 GPD unit gives un-.
satisfactory performance. - There is definite.need for

a fool-proof 2500 GPD' unit, mounted on trailer,

(6) The' organic battalion has need of four D-8s p6i. line,
company and three D-8s for H&S - Co.

(7) Each, shore' party battalion has need of the following

in any operation:
4 D-7 Caterpillar tractOrs with blades.
2 D-6 Caterpillar tractorsmith blade.
1 D-8 Caterpillar tractor with b24de.

- quickway type truck mounted.
1 Crane, crawler mounted, capacity 5 tons.
.2 CI;anes, Type 114. ,
.5 Dump trucks plus light and special vehicles,

(8) *Cyclone wire should be-used4n place of Summerfidld
matting which proved to be" unsatisfactory,

b. Medical: .
(1) Each Clearing.platoon should be given the same equip-

' , tient, particularly when RCTs are separated by great

1 •



 

 

 

distances.. The laic of, X-Ray ,ancl.,,Trashhig machines,'
in one platoon vas a, serious handicap. 5

reserve ,supply for, ,ba: division- should contain
.a large supply of litters, cots, and blankets:.'
Half the, supply'T of Insect,' contr4., equipment shoulci
,be distributed td--KTs and Sp Trs, the remainder.:
kept in division supply.,

c. Cjiemical-Viarfare:
(1) Infantry ti'oops should organize own facilities

for servicing ,and maintaining 'the fiamAhrower,- to
relieve engineer's for 'engineering tasks.

Ordnance:
(1) s The 20 days ,maintenance spare parts for ':the'

aniphibian truak pompany, should be, ip.'creased, to
more pr'opelie/' shafts„, brake cylinders,, and

seals : for drive shaft. -Individual platodns should
carry - morp,spare part* to be self

(2) The tar* battalion needs two apare, instrument
panels .and two sets of wiring complete..:

(3) Lifting eyes ,or 'hooks should be *plaped on all
vehicles 'gun or ,howitzer Carriages_ at time' of,
manufacture .,to flacilitate ancl.,uni,opding ,
from

(4) Trailers, via:ber, 250 gal.,,:sp.o:Ltld: be placed on T/E
for the Infantry' Division on the* basis of l per
battalion,

e. . Signal:
- (I) The SCR 610-is too heavy to _Ipe ha.xd carried and

, should be replaced with a lighter" 'type set.
• (2) One S,CR, 625 Metallic Mine ,Detector per' engineexi

platoon is adequate.
(3) Three SCR 509-10 should be added to the arphibian

tr4ctor, battalion if it is' to be ,employed on two
separated beaches: -Contabt can be maintained be-
tween maintenance LST„ control-boat, and beach
party.

5. Weapons: See Inc]. No. 14. for allocations made over and above
T/E.

a. Types: _
(1) Gun, submachine, _.115, M3 shOuld, be issued

as _follows: • 5 -* -
One to "each engineer and infantry rifle squad
and 5 to each artillery firing battery to re-,
place-similar number of and rifles.
All drivers and operators of heavy equipment
should have them.
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6. Supplies:

Rifle, BAR, Cal. ‘.30 /11918AZ: Each engineer platoon
should have 3.
Gun, machine, Cal. ,50, H.B. Flexible: Where air
superiority exists., and A& units provide protection,
autoinatic.rifles,. shotguns, and submachine guns' are
more satisfactory.
Howitzer 75mm Pack -111A1 and - Gun' 37mm, T-3?: Very
valuable. in extremely rough terrain and mountain and
cave warfare to 'eliminate centers of final enemy re-
sista). ce.

. Rations: V,\

• (1) Each clearing platoon; or similar installation should
carry va minimum of- ?. tons of convalescent rations to
include a proper -ratio of soups), h.-suit juices, and
bouillon; the field hospital 5 tons;'and the division
medical supply 5 tons as reserve.

(2) Coffee should be prOvided on the following basis:
One 20,1b tin to each battalion aid station and
collecting platoon, fou./. 20 lb tins ,to each Clearing
platoon or. similar installation, twenty 20 lb tiias
sto the field hospital, twen-*- 20 lb tins to the
division medical supply as reserve.

b. Ammunition:
(1) Infantry: ,

(a) The issue of the M-9 launcher, pyrotechnic, hand.,
and ammunition therefor should be discontinued,
and an increase made in the issue of Al-series of
aircraft signals WhiCh fit rifle and carbine

-grenade launchers. V ,
(b) The U/F for the Grenade, rifle, fragmentation,

should be 6 per grenade 'launcher; if unavailable,
adapters should be fur'nished for 3070 of the hand
fragmentation grenades. issued.

(c) To be effective' shotgun shells must be made of
metal casing. Cardboard casing failed to with-

, stand ,the effect'of wet weather with' the result
that shotguns could be used only as, single shot
weapons.

) The' CINCP0A U/F for. the 60mm mortar should be
ahanged from 100 rds (90 shell, gE, 1149.Z12; 10
shell,' ilium; 11183.) to 120 rounds (85 shell, HE,
M14.9/-1.2; 35 i3hell ilium, 1183)..
The CINCPOA U/F for the .81nim 'mortar should be -
changed to provide for 60 HE, light, 25 1TP, and
15 HE, heavy. This would not- increase the U/F,
but 'change the ratio.
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,(f) :Cannister,•tS7pe, ammunition .for: the 57run AT gun
, should be developed.

(a) Artillery: „
(a)'_ The proportion .of green' bag povider- for 15.5r3m

howitzers. is toO small- for a landing operation
where 'ranges will always: be relatively short

- for the first few days., Fifty 'por, cent of the
powder ,Should\:be green bag;. the remainder: of
the new white bag type-111. ich permits the use
of Charge III.

(b)- There is an, urgent need, for an ar-0116ry star
shell for night illumination. It. should ,
preferably' be of lQ5rnm- caliber, and similar to
the Navy 5H ,star shell.,

c) 1/4 The 'artillery- apratinition supply' proved to be
slightly in excess of the requir' ements, solely

-because of ,the small: size of the island attacked.
It ,believed that for operations of this general
character, ,7 -U/F of 105mm Howitzer and 5,, U/F of
155ram . Howitzer should be -,the- minimum carried -_

with, the troopp. A speeipa r allotment of 'smoke
shell :should be pro'vided -in :addition to the

, small -percentage cdntained inf a' normal U/F.
Chemical Mortar:
(a) The CINCP0A: 1.1/F for the -11..2",- chemical mortar

should be increa'sed from 60 rounds to 100
rounds. (60% It and 14 %,'WP) . .‘,

(b) _The 11.2" chemical' mortar 'cdmrai* 'sladul4 be
furnished a minimum ,of -7200 rounds of al-munition. •

,Tanks: , • •
(a)- The U/F for tanks should be , changed to 30% .-APC,

, -60% HE, la% smoke. -
'(b) APC :used in-place of HE is - much less effective

than _desired.

c.- Class, II: ,
(1) Supplies of 'clothing and. equipment landed were

. adequate for emergency combat replacement only and
strict control had to be exercised in their issuance.,

(2) The basis of issue of. impregnated clothing should be
i'ecluced to_ equip' only a decontamination squad of ten
men for each company, battery:,; or ,troop.

(3) , Amphibian tanks and .DUKTTs 'elaould be furnished stove,
-cooking, fiasoline; one burner,' instead of the field
range. .

(4) 12 additional pump's, gasoline, ‘diSpeneing, portable,
should-be' added to the T/E of the amphibian tractor
battalion. r

- (5) Canvas paulins a.nd storage --ben'b authorized as ad-'
ditional IVE tentage proved-invaluable for emergency ,
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•

use as initial shelter for supplies and equipment.
•

d. Class IV: ,
(1) Explosives and ,Demalition A6cespories: _

(a) The, total quantity' of b:,-..plosives - 14,3 sufficient
for the'operation, but would not have been had
he pecoild phase' been' 'carried out.

(b) The number of booby 'trap ,devices could be reduced
- and,the amount of' primacord. and 3.5 second-dei9. y

, detonators increased. _The .,15 second deay ,detonator
has proved to be the, 'must' dependable' and safest means
for detonation in:ass-atilt work.

(c) There was no 'call-- _.tor cratering .charges or TNT _since'
the block clemoitions, - 1./71. and 1.1-3, proved to be

, most ,pra,oticable.
,(d) ,,The. 11-2.- an&_,T,,,,), shaped: charges pi. oyed, very valuable

against__pmplacements„
(e) Bangalore kits, AT min'es, .and land snakes were not.

used, but .the quantities 'carried were 'notexeessive
,•\. for normal-operations.

Fortifications:
, (a) :In certain areas it was impossible ,to dig in; con7

sevently,', the, supply of sand bags proved inadequate.
(D),, The stipPly, of materials" for wire obstacles was axle-

_ _ quat;e. Toi- providing adequate and _rapid 'protection,
- a ,ptand.ard concertina should be' issued by the_ engi.-

neer .supply agencies, so' that defensive wire 'c4n, be-
, quickly _erected.
(3) Construction Material: „_

Practically all of the- construotion materials arrived

in good,conclition, 'except the latrine boxes_ and fly
traps. , These -essential ,items should be, shipped
knocked down, securely packed, and marked., Pre-

_ cautions raupt be taken*-to prevent misappropriation
and careless handling..

Incl. No. 1 - Vehicles taken by units..
Incl No: ? - Combat and Engineer Equipment ,Taken by Units.

Ina No'. 3- Towed Weapons. ,
Incl NO., I.- Armament in Excess of TIE taken. by Units.
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