





THTRODUCTION -

Q:Opcrations cf the 81 st Infantry "Wildeot" Division
(Reinforced) in the Stalemate IT operations in the Western
Carolines have been divided inte three gencral phases: for
the purpose of recording results, as follows‘ :

Phase I =~ = Capturo of Angaur
Phase II° = Operations cn Pcleliu
Phose III° = Scizurc of Ulithi and other Islands

This report .covers Phase I, the amphibious oporwtlon of
londing on Angaur Island, Palau Group, Western Carolines, and
the seizure, occupmtlon, and ¢n1t1u1 developnent of that 191und '

The folloW1ng is a chronology of principal events in tho
history of theso opera tionss

Phase I - Capturc of Angaur

11 Junec - 8 July D1v1 ion trocops arrive in Qzhu during period.
6 July Division Headquarters ostablished in Oahu,
6 Aug °  Planning and loading phase for Stalenate II,
12 Aug Division cnroute for Guadalcanal.

8 Sept ' At Guadalecenal Rchearsal Arca.

‘15 Sept  Enroute for Palous.
17.8ept landing on Angaur with Division lesg RCT 323.
20 Sept TIsland cdeelared sccure.

20 Sept Airbase development begun. A :
21 Sept RCT 323 departs for Ulithi operation.
22 Sept RCT 321 enbarkg for Peleliu, attachod to
st Ineire Division.
24 Sept Unloading of cargoes of assault shipping .
: completed., ‘
1l Oct Cerenony symbolizing acquisition of Angaur
for Government of the United States of
Anerica.
.14 Oct  Assault phasc of operablon declarcd
‘ complete and administration and devel--
_opnent of base turned over by Angaur
Landing Force Cormander (CG 8lst Infantry
Divigion) tc Island Commander Angaur,

RCT 322 completed defcat of Japanese defense
force when last cave areca was entered, and
clecared of the eneny, including the senior
comnander, Major Goto.

6 July

6 Aug
25 Aug

8 Sept.
0830
1034




Phaso II v Opcrat:_onu of. Pelcllu

23 Sept‘ RCT 321 arrived on Pelcllu, uttgched to 1st
o . " .. laorine Division - :
23 Sept = 29 Sept  RCT 321 advanced’along west coast of Pelcllu
o “- + ° and seized high .ground ‘in center of islond,
.29 Sept'- 30 Sept RCT 321 relieved ’th HLrlnes on Ngesebus ‘and
‘ "+ Kongeouru Islandg._ ‘ . :
: 9 Oct .~ RCTY 321 scized Garakayo Iulund S
14 Oct - 15 Oct " . ROT 321 reinforced by lst Bn 323 Inf begun
oo offensive action to destroy lerge eneny
- force in hill: naus in south center of
island. N
¢ Cormanding General. 81st Inf DlV agsunes conmand
- of all combat troops on Peleliu ahd Angaur,
relieving Hq III Phlbbcrps and Hq 1st Vorine
. Division.
o RCT 323 returned. from Ulithi and relieved RCT
- 321 (less 3rd.Bn) in corbat aret on Peleliu.
815t Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop (Relnforced)
seized Gorokottan Islend.,
-8lst CaValry Roconn issonce Troop (R01nforcoc) .
seized Ngeregong Islgnc. ‘
RCT 323, "reinforccd by 3¢ Ba 321st Inf, conpleted
defeat of Japanese defensc force on Pelellu when
‘last cave arca was éntércd'ahd cleared of the
eneny'lncludlng the two senior of flccrs, Mlgor
Gcnoral Murai, and Colunel Nakagawu. -

. Pl so III - Tho 801zurc of Ulithi- and Othor Islqnds

21 Sept | RCT 323 doparts fronm Palau arce undor naval task
" growp command, RCT. conducts reconndissance of .

T .« - Ulithi Island. _
.~ -'23 Sept  RCT 323 occupies Ulithi Atoll.,

15 Oct = 16'0ct  Elements of RCT 323 seize Ngulu Atoll,
18 Oct = 20 Oct RCT 323 cnroute fron Ulithi to Poleliu.

' 4 Nov' Reccomnaissance made of Pulo Anna Island

20 Nov  Det 52 Engr (C) Bn (Reinf).occupics Pulo Anna.

30 Nov =~ 1 Dec  8lst Cavalry Recomnaissance Troop (Rclnf) selzes
: : . - Kaymngel Atoll,




The &lgt Infantry Division had becn orgenized for two yeers and
three months before landing on Angeur Island, During this period
it had participated in extensive mancuvers in Alabama and Tennessee

“and in the Californie and Arizoma descris, Its amphibious training
undor the Amphibious Training Command, Pacific Fleet, in California,
‘was thorough and complete. After the rchearsals of the landing in-
Oahu and in Guadaleanal; all persomnel of the Division was adcquate-
1y faniliar with the smphibious rcquirements of the problem.

Tn preparation for the Stzlemate II operation considerable
assistance was given tho Division.in Oshu by Headquarters XXIV
Corps, Major General John R. Hodge, particularly in planning its
supply. For a brief period in Oshu the Division was & part of
the command of the Xray Amphibious Corps, Major Gencral Julian R.
Smith, - Upon arrival in Guadalcanal the Division passed to corps:
control .of the IIT Amphibious Corps, Major Genoral Roy Geiger, under
which it oporated until 20 October 1944. While afloat the Division.
was under Naval control of.the Angaur Attack Force, Rear.Admiral:

W. H. P. Blandy.’ o o ST :

" The assault landing was favorad by a rolatively caln sea
+ and weak initial resistance by the cneny. Consequently the
I troops and assault equipment and supplies werc landed with
- precision approaching that of a training exercise. The enemy
| rosistance was not seiious because he: concentrated his main .
- strongth in the viecinity of beaches, in the opposite end of the
+islond. He had relied considerably on the narrowmess of the
' beaches which we used for our landing and on the naturally
difficult features of the terrain for the defense of the north .
part of the island, These conditions were disadvantageous to
the assault Bottalions but their initial beachhcads were secured -
promptly and though jungle growth over the rough broken coral ‘
formation handicapped the advance inland, progress was rade
about as had been anticipated. Veluable assistance wag rendercd
I to the infontry by bulldozers of the corbot engincers. These
‘machines were operated close behind the forwerd lincs to enable
' supplies, particularly arymmnition and water, to be furnished as

' required, and to permit rapid ovacuation of the wounded.
2 R b " Y

- Sﬁmﬁaﬁy‘of.Aﬁgagr“Operatiénk

The Naval Force Commander required that.the‘landing of
supplies and cquipnent be rushed so that the transports could
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R quarters at 1034, 20 Septerber. The enemy force remaining in the pill

~

be dispatched early on ancthor mission. Ccnsequcntly unloading .

of cargo was placed on a twenty-four hour basis. This, together
with the developnont. of unfavorable surf conditicns, and the -
dlfflcult physical featurcs of the beach and the supply dunp’ area,
resulted in less orderly handling of” supplies during this period
thon.was dosirable. The shore and’ beach" mits lebored 1ndefaﬁ1gably
and their cccomplishments under thesc conditions were nost creditable.
‘In .scven doys all trocps in assault shipping, approximately 21,000

~ troops, and the, cargo of 15 trensports, 2 ISDs, and 13 LSTs had becn
~unloaded and - placed.in dunps in an ares, thut had been dense gun lc a.
few days beforo. ' : ‘

g Tho orlglnel plan of the rrounc NAncuver. onv1°agod carly scizurc
. of the high ground in the northwcst part of ' Angaur. . This idea was

. abandoncd. when recomnaissance indicated that the terrain was much -

. rougher than concelved durlng the planning and that the area could

’.* not be taken rcudlly. ‘The southern part of the’ 1sland was quickly
. overrun and the cneny ronaining was isolated in two arcas that could

ﬁ bo reduced dellbcrutcly Wlthout 1nterferr1n5 Mlth the dcvelopncnt of
. the 1sland as an alr bese.,

Angaur Island was declared secure aftcr tho encry had been driven
; 1nto thesc arcas._ ‘This was recorded in ‘a message sent to hlghor head=
| box systen covering the Green Beaches wos practically cleared out by
{ ROT 321 by 21 September. This. regimental combat team was released -

'; to. the First Marine Division on this date and on 22 Soptonber landed

. on- Pelellu. Its operatlons arc .covered as part of Phase IT of the
.. Operations of thc 8lst Infantry D1v1310n. AN

The Garriscn Force Commander w1th clements of his staff went -
- ashore with Division. troops,and on 20 Scptember, the fourth day
"after the- landing, -had completed the initial rceonnaissonce for the
aiffield with results morc favorable thon hed been untlc:.patod The
engincer units which were to construct this installation were landed
~early and work was begun ond carriced through without- interfersnua

- fron the enemy. The road communication plan for supply: during conmbat

conformed gencrally with -the roads of the base developnient plan, and
- as a result the engineers of the Division practically corpleted the
. 1sland road nct Wlthln two weckd after the initial 1and1ng.

, The 322nd Infentry remained to conplete final destructicn of the
eneny in the natural defensive arca in the northwest tip of Angaur
Island. The Japancse  defense force connandcr had retreated to this
arca with a large part of his original forco. The strong works on
~ Palomns (Lighthouse) Hill were reduced by the 322nd Infentry as the




, first step In the clean-up. NLmerous artlllery pieces, nearly
all enplaced to deliver flre on the southern half of the island,
were cepturcd. Many largc caves containing personnel and supe ,
plies wore destroyed in handeto~hand action, The encny, having |
“the advantage of. concealnent in the rough terrain and of the . |
sceurity awailable in the hundreds of natural and artificial .
caves, was able to contest. strongly the .seizure of- the arca, -
North of the lighthouse was a. Lowl-shaped area with high /
ridges surrounding a lake. ncar the center., These ridges woro
honeyconbed w1th caves {ron which mutually supportlng fireas
were delivered on our troops as they attacked in the areca.

. Only onec entranco, & narrow defilc, was aunilable for, vehicles
to move 1nto thc bowl.‘-

.
A
s

_ The enemy Was determlned to hold to tho énd and to exact :
the highest possible toll from our troops. No general Mbanzaif
‘suicide march was attempted.. Enemy resistance remained under
centralized control and was well organ;zed practlcally to the
end, His defense ineluded carcfully conccaled snlpcrs who .
held camouflagcd positions on the coral. plnnacles, in the jungle
growth, and’in smnll caves, fron which they fired with deadly

' accuracy at close range. The lccation of the source of the fire
could not be determined readily as the flash was invisitle and

" the snipers well concocaled. We fired large quantities of o
artillery and nortar shells, airplane borbs and napalmn, into
the area, and by thesc efforts the enemy!s mubers werc. PR
gradunlly recduced. Tanxs were moved through the defile toward
the center of the bowl. = They rondered some agsistance to the -
infantry, but the terrain was generally too rough for tank '
"action, Bulldozers of the cnginecrs, aided by denolitions,
cleared trails forward t¢ the fromt lincs through heavy coral -
rock fornations., Gradually the combat infantrymen, by steady

- prossure, clearing the defensive works and caves as he pro=
gresscd, by the use of small-arns fire, nortars, grenadcs, :
rockets, exp1031VGa, and flane throwers, selzed and held the
‘bowl area. - _

The enemy's surV1v1n~ foree Was now compressed 1nto a
smaller area of the roughost terrain on the island. Here was
o nass of pinnacles of V'trvlnb holghtu and crazy pattern, with
vortical walls forming deep crevices, all composed of jagzed
coral rock with an océasionnl tree trunk still stonding, and
. debris cluttering up the whole. In the crevices were caves
whose entrances could not be effectively reduced by fire o
- of any type except at grenade throwing range. Thcse coves
furnished a relatively safec retreat for the encoy and ho -
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protected these caves by hidden machlne gunners and riflemen on
the peaks COVerlng all routes of annroach to tne area,

The undaunted Combat Infantrymen of the*?lldcat D1v151on,
‘matching their cunning with that of a desperate foe, day by day
cut down the enemy's numbers, until finally on.22 October 19Ll,

the vise closed as the leading elements of the battalions of the
. 322nd Infantry met in crevices which were the last headquarters
i . of the Angaur defenders, The Japanese Major, commanding, had
been killed two days previously by our riflemen. The remainder
. of his force was ldlled or surrendered Thus Angaur Island was ~
i~ cleared of the Japanese, : :

The final chapter of the conques» of Angaur Island vas
vritten on 25 November 19LL when the 81st Infantry Division
Cemetery and the Division Memorial Chapel were dedicated in
the presence of more than L00O of the troops who had parti-
cipated in the operation, o

<:::;Z%K,Lav)? XL7V?t/dz-ﬂ>*aJZ*’“"“*“*‘V

PAUL J MUELLER,
Major General, U, S. A.,
Commanding.
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SECTION I - PLANNING PHASE

A - PRFLITMARY

1. Upon arrival of the 8lst Infantry Division at Oahu, T. H.,
it was attached to the XXIV Corps (), in view of the contemplated
employment of the Division as Corps Reserve for Stalemate I. Prep-' .
aration for this operation was initiated by the forward echelon of.
Division Headquarters which arrived at Oahu the early part - of -June -
1944 These included:

a, A study of the plan for Stalemate I.

b. Plans for the type and amount of equlpment to be taken;\
o. Tentatlve plans for the loadlng of LSTS. |

d, - Palletlzatlon of all classes of supply. '

2. Omb July the DlVlSlon Commander arrlved in Oahu' and estab-r

lished Division Headquarters at Schofield Barracks, and on the following

day he was orally informed by the Commander of Task Force 31 that
Stalemate I was to' be substituted for Stalemate I with the target
date 15 September 1944. This was- ‘confirmed in writing on 12 July in
a commmnication from XXIV Corps (¥%). Tentative plans called for the
Division to be embarked by 12 August. ” ' :

3. The orlginal concept of the Stalemate II Operatlon env151oned
the employment of the 8lst Infantry Division as follows-

a, Phase I: Operations by the Prov1slonal Amphlblous Corps

. in which the 1st Marine Division was to capture Peleliu and one RCT

of the &lst Infantry Division was to capture Angaur, with the rema1nd-~
er of the Division in flogting reserve for the Corps.

. b, Phase II Operations by the XXIV Army Corps in which the
Corps was to capture the Yap Island Group and one RCT of the 8lst
Infantry Division was to capture Ulithi, with the remainder of the
Division in floating reserve for the Corps. The use of the entire
Division in Phase II was predicated on the assumption that operations
'in Phase I had been completed. In event they were not complete, only
those elements of the Division. not required in the Peleliu-Angaur area
would constitute the floating reserve for the Corps. In the latter
case, at least one RCT of the 8lst Infantry Division was expected to
be used for 1ndependent action against Ulithi under Navy control.

‘---‘—no-————'

(*¥) FO 214, Hg USAFICPA 17 June 1944.

(#%) Top Secret Ltr, XXIV Corps, 12 July 194/, Serial 000211.
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c. Follorlng the successfu_ conclus1on of the Stalemate 1T
Operathn, it was planned to eventually dlspose of” the D1v1510n as
follows- ) : : :

Ulithi = 1- Inf Bn
Peleliu -1 RET 1605 l BCT
Angavr - 1 BCT . B S S
. Yepr . o - 815t Inf DlV, less unlts des1gnated abovc.

4y In accordance with the above prov1s1ons, it was tentatlvely
planned to employ RCT 322 in the at ack on Angaur and RCT 32l in. tho
attack on Ullthl. : ,

i 5. The XXIV Corps 1nformed the D1v1glon that the tactlcal and
logistical planning for Stalemste 1I was to be made under the super-.
vision.of the Commanding General, Provlolonal Amphibious Corps who o
was also Commander Task Force 36 Expoaltlonary Troops.~

6. On 19 July the DlVlSlon was deuached from YXIV Corp° and re-
leased for operatlonal control to Commando; Task Force 36 (*) -

‘7. At the beglnnlng of the. plann ng phase for . the capture of
Angaur only meager informetion of the” torrain and the enemy was
available. : A thorough study of the. photographs taken during the 31 -

.+ March carrier strike against the Palau’ Islnnds revealed the suit- .
ability of certain beaches for an amphlibious asscult landing,

. Defenses viere assumed to be located where they could best oppose a

- .landing. With this as a basis, several tacticel plans were considered.

which provided for a simultaneous’ landlau on two beaches. -In this re=-
spect, the plans conformed closely with those finally adopted for the
‘gctual assault on Angaur. The preferred plan involved a landing on
‘Beaches ‘Red and Blue to.seize the northera half of the island initially;
the alternate to land on Beaches Green III and II to seize the southern
"half of thé island initially. As additional information became avail-
able, the feasibility of the preferred plan became more and more appar-.
ent, since the main Japanese defenses were - ‘being constructed to oppose
a landlng on -the southern beaches of the island. The plans were

_ approved in principle by Ground and Naval Commanders concérned and

. they formed the basis upon hthh furthor tactlcal ‘and loclstlcal

‘ plannlna was conducted ' \

B - FINAL PLAJS

1. On 22 July the D1v151on roc01ved 1mportant 1nformat10n
relative. to the strength of the garrlson force on Angaur. Documents
captured on Saipan indicated that the island was defended by a re-
inforced regiment, less possibly one battallon, instead of 300 troops
as cstimated originally. As a result the Division Commander revised

P rm e em e A R 4 Gm Ow S kY BE  GE L ad e, e /S e A RT Se ew e G T e P ey BR SW s v W e
- ‘ ' .

{x%)" FO 236, Hq USAFICPA, 19 July 1944. cTToTTT
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his. plans “to prov1de for a s1multaneous landlng by two reglmental '

combat: teams,- supported by the remaining elements-of the Division.,

On 26 July he submitted a plan and two alternatlve plans +to ‘the’ Com—:
manding General, Provisional Amphibious Corps, for consideration.
 Plan-l; .the rccommended plany-andi¥lan 2, the first alternative, were
51m11ar to plans midde previdusly- for a landlng by ‘one RCT, insofar.as -
the beaches selected for the assault landing remained the same. Plan -
3 provided for the landing:of two RCTs ‘on three beaches . Details of
the plans were as- follow3° : U -

Plan 1:5,'

. Aseault landlng with two regﬂmentnl combat tcams‘abrcast
on Boaches Red (RCT :24) and ‘Blue (P T 321); one RCT (323) in Division
Resorve afloat. , S

b. Leading battalicnsito land iniLVTs;:subsequent,echelons:tc
land by most expeditious means available until entire RCTs are ashore._‘

c. Naval gunflre and alrplane bonblng and straflng of max1mum
1nten51ty and duration, to be provided accorulng to latest doctrines."
“Artillery preparation fires by 155mm gun tnits from positions aghore '
on Peleliu to be provided if at all possible, Speclal attention of all.
supporting fires to be given to shoulders on end of cach beach. and beach
line immediately prior to lahding, and probable assemoly areas of mecbile -
reserves near beaches 1mmedletcly after leading vaveg have ldndcd

d. Plan of maneuvec ashore as shown 1n Map Al

’Plan 2

a. Asseult landlng with two RCTs brcast on’ Beaches Green III
(RET 3?2) and II (RCT 321), one ‘RCT (323) in Division Rcservo afloat

b. Other elements of uhO plan as per Plan 1
c. Pl an of-maneuver: as shown in Map B,

y Pl 3;

a, Assault landings with two RCTS abreast on Beachcs Blue
(R"‘T 322) and Green III'and II (RCT 32.L) ‘Onc RCT (323) in Division
Reserve - alloat ' _ ) L ,
, b. Plan to be used only in event of avallablllty of an 1n~
creased number of LiTs sufficient for landing three BLTs 1nstead of -
tvo for whlch such craft Wcrc then. avallablc. '

Othor elementu of tho plan as per Plan 1

d Plan .of mancuver a horc as shom -in Dap G. -
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2. A1l plans were to include a demonotratlon on a beach not
utilized for actual 1and1ngs in order to .reduce the. strength of the.
counterattacking forces ant1c1patcd during the early local phase of
the operation, : ¢ .
3. Tt was recommended that priority be given the plans in the
order proposed and that further planning be based thereon.

4. On 28 July the three plans were presented by the Division
Commander at a conference attended by Commanders Joint Expeditionary -
Force, Expeditionary Troops, Angaur Attack. Force, and 8lst Infantry
Division. The decisions reached were that Plans 1 and 2 would be
designated the Preferred and Alternate Plans respectively, and that
Plan 3 would not be further considered; that the strength of the
force to be.employed in either of the two accepted plans would be the
Division less one RCT, the 1atter to be dcs1gneted Reserve for the.
"1lst Marine Division.’

5., The revised estimate of the enemy strength on Angaur and
Peleliu raised the possibility. that all of the 8lst Infantry Division
would not be available for employment in Phase II. In such event, it
was expected that one RCT would be uscd for independent action against
. Ulithi under Navy control according to the original concept: of Stale-
mate II. . On 1 August instructions from XXIV Corps (¥) directed the

" Division to develop the detailed plans for the Ulithi operation in

~ conjunction with Commander Angaur Attack Force, Wlthout fUrther -
referenco to XXIV Corps. : : :

6. A change in the. operatlonal control ‘for Phase I occurred on’
17 August as the III Phleorps replaced the Prov1s1onal Amphibious -
Corps (#*%), ‘

7. On 22 August the 8lst Infantry D1v151on was relieved of par-
ticipation in Phase II and the Ulithi operation, and its place taken
by the 77th Infantry Division (¥#%%), This plan called for the prompt

unloading on Angaur Island of the entire Division and all its supplies.

8. On 26 August the Division was advised that RCT 323 was to be
Corps Reservc instead of reserve for the lst Marine Division. A re-
quest made for the release of the 906 FA Bn from RCT 323 to reinforce
the 8lst Division Artdillery was granted, but the designation of a BIT
of RCT 323 as D1v1s1on Reserve was not favorably considered.

9., A further devclopment in the Stalemate II Plan occurred on. 16
September when the Division was advised that RCT 323, then in Corps -
" reserve and afloat, was designated the landing force to cnpture Ullthl
“under Navy control -

" (%)  'Top Secret Ltr, Hq XXTV Corps, 1 August 1944, Serlal 000294,
(**) Errata No. 2, Operation Plan 1=/, Hq TF 36, 17 August 1944.
(30%) Errata No. 3, Operation Plan 1-44, Hq TF 36, 22 August 1944













C - TASK ORGANIZATION

1. The task fofce organized for Stalcmate IT was as,folléws :

'] ciﬁdPoA “A
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2. The Angaur andlng TForce cons1oted of the 8lst Infqntry
Division (Réinforced), less RCT 323, orgenized into. reg:.men‘tal
combat teams and Division troops as follows-~ '

a. BCT 321:

321 Inf
316 FA Bn

Co A 306 Engr (C) Bn plus Det H&S Co ,

Co A plus Co D {less 2d Plat) and Hq 306 Med Bn (loss det)
. Det 781 Ord Co '

Det Traf Sqd 8l MP Plat 7

Dot 81 QM Co ’

15/ Engr (C) Bn plus Det Hg and Hq Co 1138 Engr (C) Gp

Det 592 JAS Co ’

Det 481 Amph Truck Co .

‘Co A 726 Amph Tractor Bn plus Det H&S Co

> Co D 776 Amph Tank Bn =~ ' - )

CO A 710 Tenk Bn '

Det Prov QM Gr Reg Co

Det lr“nslgtor-Intpr Teom A Hq Co CPA

b. RCT 322

322 Inf
. 317 FA Bn .
~Co B 306 Engr (C) Ba plus Det H&S Go
Co B 306 led Bn .
Det 781 Ord (ILM) Co
Det Traf Sgd 81 MP Plat
52 Engr (C) Bn plus Det Hq and Hq Co 1138 Engr (C) Gp
Det 592 JAS, Co ,
Co B 710 Tank Bn
Co D 88 Cml Wpns Bn
726 Amph Tractor Bn (less. Co A and Det H&S Co)
Co D 776 Amph Taink Bn (less ¥ Co) ‘
Det 481 Amph Truck Co ° -
- Dot Translator-intpr Teom A Hq Co CPA
17 Ficld Hosp (less 1 Plat)-
Det Prov Gr Rog Co

g RCT RCT 323:

323 Inf

906 FA Bn (»M)

Co C 306 Engr (C) Bn plus Dct H&S-Co

Co C plus 2d Plat Co D and Det Hq 306 led Bn
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c. ROT 323 (Comb'd):

Det 781 Ord (LM) Co

Det Traf Sqd 8l P Plat

Det 81 QM Co

Det 481 Amph Truck Co -
. Det 592 JAS Co '

155 Engr (C)-Bn plus Det Hq & Hq Co 1138 Engr (c) Gp
~ Det Prov Gr Reg Co

Det Trunslator—lntpr Team A Hq Co CPA

o d. D1v1s10n Troops

81 Div Hq
Hq Sp Trs 61 Div
Hg Co 81 Div- ‘
81 CIC Det : ' ‘ ‘
1 Photo Asgmt Unit 3116 Sig Sv Bn '
Tronslator-Intpr Team A Hq Co. CPA (less 3 Dets)
81 MP.Plat '(less 3 Detbs)
81 Div Band
- 781 ord (LM) Co- (lcss 3~ Dets)
10/, Bomb Disposal Sgd- (*)
81 Qli Co (less 2 Dets) . -
24 Plat 3259 QM Serv, Co (*)
; 3d Plat 247 QM Depot Co (*)
8l sig Co.
481 Amph Truck Co (less 3 Dets)
592 JAS Co (less 3 Dets)
405 ord Med Maint Co (%) .. -
‘ 1st Plat Prov QM Gr Reg'Co (leos 3 Dets)
81 D1v.Artj (less 3 llght an)
Q06 FA Bn (%) ‘
- 81 Cav Ren Tr ‘
306 Engr (C) Bn (less 3 Cos and Dets H&S Co)
306 Med Bn (less Z Cos and Hq Dets)
. 41 Porteble Surg Hosp. = -
Hq & Hq Co 1138 Engr (C) Gp (less Dets)
290 Port Co (%) .
3d Depot Plat 722 Engr Depot Co (+)
710 Tank Bn (less 2 Cos)
83 AAA (AV) Bn
7 AAA Bn (Marine) (-) (*)

(#) Garrison Force, Angeur, '
(3%) Londed at Angaur 17 Sept- reembgrkcd 19 Sept.




D' = COMMAND AND STAF“"

81s‘t INFAI’TRY DIVT cSION

CG 81 In-f Dl'V' .0....0‘......l.ll....‘..‘l...' MB-J-GGD Pau.l Jo l\lme]—-]-er
"CG 8L Div ATEY cevsecessesssscesescsseccsasas Brig Gen Rex W. Beasley
. Asst Dlv Comar o.ouoo.oo---ooooooo.-u.oooo-oo Brlg Gen Marcus B- Bell

Chief of Staff e.veeceesssescesosseanessees COl James-C. Short - .
AC Of S, Gl ceeccsscecssnsssssssenescesne Lt COl JOh-n Jde IaPPage

" AC Of S, G2, wevessssrvarcnacecosarsecaca Lt Col Paul D. Goddard
AC of S5 G=3'  eeiveeccccccccecssaseorancase -1t Col William R. Woodward

AC Of S, G"'ll- 0..0O..'o.o.'...o.noeot.o... L’b COl La.ngflt’bB 'Wllby
Adjuta.n.t G’enera-l .o.-o.ooo1--.-......-0..- L-b COl WesleyU. MOI‘a.n
OI'dIlance Off.lcer " eeesseecscecesrssdicencsece Lt Col Cam Longley, Jr.
QUATLEIMASEET eesesssccssccsvesssesssss Lt COL Williem D. Smith, Jr.

) Chaplain ' » oo'o-oco-coojoooo‘oo-onnr;o;o.; It Col Percy" M. Hickcox.

ChemicalOfficeI‘ ) o‘nueoooc-o-uo-onio.oc"ono‘o. L't COl ,HOnI‘y To G’al-b
Inspector General eeeessecsscs 5..--'0;.-.0-:‘ L-b COl George"V{. Gibs}on
Judge AdVOC 'be ".oa...a......o.'...o.o...'L-b Col Hilal'yA. B'U.Sh‘

) Slgna_l Offlcer .ooocao.ocooe-oco.-oooooa Lt GOl‘ Leo V-;‘Merle,jJr.
Surgeon - - cesssivenssssessscsenasss LG COl F, Stanley Ewing
Provost Ihzshal ceecescessessassasssansae Maj Rowlend MeD. Ness

CQ 321 lef ’ ..................nn...‘...‘.’,.o Col qobertF Dark

- Eb{ 03&111f ".......aue“‘»og..ﬂo.a’.‘...e.. L-L CO.‘ Paul Cmg
COlSt Bn (W-EA On 2 \JU)ﬁo-c---coan.nooa LY Col LPsteI‘ Je EVB.IIS
c (18 = 20 Sept);...........e.....'Nhjvﬁlllgam J. Porte
€0 2nd Bn. ooooo-oooouooooo..ooo-.ooooo.ooo Lt Col Peter D.‘ Clainos
GO BrdBn .o‘o.--nooolon.o.oooooo.oo.oooo. l‘hj Dalles A. Pilliod

GO 322 Inf (WTA on 22 Sept)................ Col Benjamin W, Venable
Ex 0.322 Inf (CO 322 Inf since 22 Sept)eeccss Lb Col Eraest H. Wilson'
CO 1st Bn (Until 23 SeDL)esecessecsssensss Maj William R. White
o - (KIA on 17 O&u)-...............o'MaJ ‘Louis K. Harthrong
1_ ) A (Slnce 17 OCTJ) o-nooo.oo.o-oooo. NQ-J IW-LChL«el CLSSle . 7
CO &ld Bn ..-.....O.ﬂﬁﬂ.b.....Qtﬁ'.‘...o.@ Lt 001 Tl’lom D IIIClell
CO 3rd Bn (Ex O 322 Inf since 22 Sept)e... Lt Col Leonard L. Cutshall
\ (Since 22 5ept)eeeecscanassanses V2] Manuel M, Schechet

CO 323 Inf - iesveeeseceseseiesececsessanses Col Arthur P. Watson
E}‘2032311'1‘P oa.ol....onnaoo.l50-....4.'00‘..‘L.‘t' Col Ro‘be-ﬁ't! E. QU.aCkenbUSh ‘
CO 1st Bn (KIA on 17 NOV)seeesosssessessss Lt COl Raymond G. Gates ‘
e %~ 30 NOV)eeirernntaooosnsess MB] Bart V. laHatte
CO 2I1dBn ...'O....Q....................O. L-b Co1 Hugh J Forgman
CO 31‘d Bn -nao-o-o.ucao.oo-ooooooono-..ao. L-b Col Arthur Vv. Hu’bChlnson )

m O 81 Dlv AI‘ty on--uo-v.ccl;oo‘o.ou'o-u--ooooo 001 JameS T. Loomev ’
" 00 316 FA'BN- eessesscscsssscssnscciassess Lt Col Carl Darnell, Jr.
700 317 FA BI secenesescessssresseavsssses Lt Col Wilson li. Riley
0O 906 FA Bfl  eesececessssssssesoresssesee LU Col John E. Barlow
i Co 318 FA BI]-\ ...!"0.0..0‘..4O./..0.!.¢‘O'1,.>. 'IY%'J Thom&s J. MCClane, Jr
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’ CO Sp TI‘S 81 MD:LV ses0s00s 000 borsconne COl NeWell E. Y]atts
CO 306 mgr (C) BII oon-ooooooo.o.ooooo.o.o COl ESIGJ- NI- J Alenlus :
CO 306 Pled Brl oo..--o.ooooao.--o-ooo-ocooo 001 Eugene F. Mela'Vllle'

AmTACHED UNITS

co 1138 Engr (C) Cp “esssersasssesessasses Lt COl Charles R.' Damon
. 00 52 Engr (C) Bl eeecessscesessosesssse Lt Col Harold Tabor .
CO 154 Engr (C) Bl eeceecrcecsssscscasss Lt Col Alan E. Gee
00 155 Engr (C) B eessesseessscassscses Lb Col John P. McWhorter
. CO ASB-A-AA (-p-\l\!) Bn 'EEEEEENENENENNENEN NN NNN J L‘b Col Arthur Ro'bh ‘
1410) ‘710 Tank Bn u.--ooao-o--o\ocoo,ooookoooooo L'bCOl VJlllla:m M. ROdgeI‘S ’
CO 726 Amph Tractor B ecececssosssssossss Lt Col Henry C. Switzer
CO 17 Field Hosp setiescsesonsssasecnaccas Lt Col Robert H. Bell
CO 41 Port SUrg HOSD cecvsaesassssccscssee HBJ David S. Ascher
Co 592 JA.S Co: ..;.........................’ Maa Vllll:!_amS Hous-bon
CO 481 Amph Truck CO seeeecsssscsssessssse Gapt Arthur W, Van Husen
CO Co D 88 Cml Wpns Bn cesssssscnessercsne Capt Edward L. Lockman, Jr.
~ CO Co D 776 Amph Tank Bn eeecessessesecsss Capd Booth Thomas - o
- CO lst Plat. Prov QM Gr Reg Co.....;....... 24 It Stqnley J. Lewis

SFCTIOV IL = TRAINING PHASE

 Approximately. four weeks were aVallable to- the Division at Qahu
for training and other preparations: for the operatlon. Much of the
training was a repeldidon of that prGV1ous1y given and was in the nature
of a refresher course prior to battle. .Training was conducted in the
following: -

a. Jungle Tralnlng° An intensive six-day course conducted .
by HCPA Practically all persomnel in the Division attended and re=-
ceived 1nstructlon in how to 11ve and. flght 1n the Jungle.v] .

b. Amphlblous Tralnlngq Tralnlng was conducted by BLTs in
transfer of troops from LCVPs to LVTs, use of DUKVs .for artlllery<and
LCMs for tracked vehicles.-. Each BT partlclpated in one. exer01se 1n
which the technque of a BIT landing was stressed

c. Small Unit Problems¢ lele souads and platoons ‘conducted
problems to improve technique in small-umit exercises involving recon-
naissance and combat patrols, nop—up, perlmeter defense, and infantry-
tank~art111ery coordination. \ :

d, Weapons Trainings Consisted of femlllarlzatlon flrlng
‘with as many individual weapons as pos51b1e, firing. of Japanese .
weapons, service practice for all gun crews, ‘and callbratlon flrlng
for all new weapons. : .

"e. Speeial Tfainlng Units eenductedisuen ofithe feiiowing
spe01al tralnlng as.was applicable to them in preparing for operations
in densely wooded and. swampy terraln " high angle fire, sound adjustmentv

w13




.of flre, flre on moving ground targets; snlper flre, sanltatlon and
- evacuation, prevention and treatment of diseases, carc of materiel,
transportation, laying and maintenance of fleld llnes, road con=

structlon, and water purlflcatlon.

S i Schools" Selected personnel atﬁcnded schools for -oper-
ation of all types of hoavy englneer eqplonent

TION IlI - FF”WKPQAIS ‘

~ Rehearsals for the capture, of Angaur werc conducted at. Nbul,'
T. H., and Cape Esperance,. Guedaleancl, . The selection and desig-
nation of beaches and establishment of boundarles and phase lines
were made to conform as closely as poss1ble to those of the. Pre—
- ferred Plan for the operatlon. o L -

. - JAUT REREARSAL

1. Tirst Exercise - 31 Julys The entlre dey was devoted to
. debarkation drills without beach landlngs, formatlon of boat waves,
and transfer of ICVP boat teams to INTs.

’

.2, Second Exer01se -1 Aupusb- ‘RCT 323 landed with one BET on
Beach Red and another on Bcach Blue. The third BIT of RCT 323 did not

. participate in the rehearsal due to lack-of sufficient shipping. - IVIs

were employed to land assault and supporting troops; the latter trans-
ferring from LCVPs, Artillery was landed in DUKWs. RCT 323 (~) re=-
mained. ashore to act as encry force to oppose the final landings of

. the other two RCTs. The &l Cav Ren Tr was attached to RCT 323 for

the landing and subseouent maneuver agalnst RCTs 321 and 322

3. jghlrd Exer01se - 2 Au ugus t RCTs 322 and 321 cach landed o
" with two BITs abreast on Beaches Red and Bluc- respectively. BITs
landed in colurms of companies. Troops advenced inland and then
_returned to .the beaches for rcembarZation, In this exercise all -

" LVTs were made available to RCT 321, and transfer of supporting

- broops from ICVPs to LVTs was effected insofar as there was time

-to complete reembarkation of IVTs on ILSTs prior to dark. RCT 322
landed in ICVPs. ' During the day, RCT 323 propared to defend the
beaches against the landlngs of RCTs 321 and 322 to teke place in
- the follOW1ng exer01se. ' S ,

4.  Fourth Exerc:se - 3 A.August-~ RCTs 321 and 322 landed as
in the prGV1ous exercise, except that all.IVIs were made available
+to RCT 322. Troops advanced inland.to the 0-1'line a@nd prepared
. defenses for the night. .The attack to the 0~2 line continued the
next day. Throughout this exercise RCT 323 harrassed the remainder
of the D1v1s1on with counterattacks and infiltration.

e




B =~ GUADATICANAL REHFARSAL |

: 1., First Exevcise - 30 August:  RCTs 322 and 321 each
landed with two BLTs abreast on Beaches Red and Blue respective=-
1y, Troops advanced to the O«l line and established early con-
“tact between RCTs. On Division order RCTs advanced to the 0«2
line. The Division Reserve (BLT 321-3) was landed on Beach .
Red and occupied an assembly arce located approximately where
it would be in the actual operation in event it were landed on
Beach Red. RCT 323 (less one BIT and 906 FA Bn) was landed on’
Beach Blue as an additional part of Division Reserve and re-
embarked immediately., The 81 Cav Ren Tr and advance echelon
~ of Division Heedquarters.tere landed on Beach Red. Artillery -
and tanks were not landed, although redonnaissance elements
of the artillery and one LCT per ISD were moved to the beach
and returned immediately for recmbarkation. Naval gunfire and
air support were in accordance with the plan for the operation,
except that ammmnition was not fired. ;

2. Second Excrcisc = 1 Sephember: ~RCTs 322 and 321 were
landed as in the. previous exercise and followed the szme plan
of meneuver ashore. The Division Regerve (BLT 321-3) was =
landed on Beach Blue and. occupied an assembly arca located
approximately where it would be in the actual operation in ,
event it were landed on'Beach Blue: The 316 FA Bn, in support
of RCT 321, landed on Beach Red, The 906 FA Bn replaced the -~
317 FA Bn, which was wnable to participate due to damage to
its IST, and landed on Beach Blue in support of RCT 322.
'ROT 323 (less one BIT and 906 FA Bn) approached to within .-
- 300 yards of Beach Blue to similate a landing and returned

to" transports; one BLT of ROT 323 did likewise off Beach: Red.
The 81 Cav Ren Tr and Division Headquarters were landed on
Beach Red. Naval gunfire and air support were actual.and
"according to plan, except that preliminary naval gunfire was
of two hours! duration instead of three. - Fire support ships
"and direct support planes. completed several call migsions. . -
~ from ground troops. The unloading of equipment was limited
to 10 vehicles, 6 medium tanks, 4 engineer DUKWs loaded with
demolitions, and artillery DUKis, Iimiting the number of
"vehicles was necessary due. to the difficulty in obtaining
revaterproofing materials., e L '

. 3. .Third Ekercise -3 Sébtembqr;‘JThis”GXeréise ;nvolved ‘

2 landing by RCT 323 (less 906 FA Bn) with two BITs abreast on
Beach Red. The landing was conducted in accordance with the Pre=-
‘ferred Plan for RCT 322." Naval gunfire and air support were Sime.
ulated. ST I U S




, 1. The 81st Infﬁntry D1V151on (Reinf) was- embarked on 3 trans-,
port . divisions and 13 ISTs. Based on the administrative orders of
higher headquarters; the folloving* supplies were loaded:. 30 days -
rationsy 5 units of fire for all weapons, except -105mm howitzers and:
57mm guns for which there were 7 and-10 wnits respectively; 10 .gallons
of water per 1nd1v1dual= and 20 days each of Classes IT and III :

SECTION IV LOADING AID EMBARKETION

2. TWO transnort divisions nore loaded at Honolulu and one at
. Pearl Harbor. The loading of ' cargo was. done 1n two phases, as
follows: - ‘ B L : . S
o ‘ . Phase 1: Fron 26-28 July, 1nclu51ve. Approxinately
- 60% of the cargo was loaded at this time, before the ships departed
- for the Maul rehearsal exercises. Due to the fact that loading was
taking place prior to the- deadline date for procurement which Theater
Headquarters had set for the island supply services, much difficulty
was experienced in effecting the movement of Supplles from the depots
“to the plers at the des1red tlme.-_ :

: .b. Phase 2: " From 6-12 August 1nclus1ve. Ships returned
from Meui on 5 August. The next two days were devoted to the read=-
Jjustment of cargo to conform with the final plen of the operation. -
During the period 8~11 August the. loading of cargo was completed. It
was impossible to combat load entirely, inasmuch as issues of orgeniza=-
tional eqnlpment were recelved up to the day of departure from Ozhu.
Certain low priority eqnlpment ‘had to be loaded on top of high priority:
equipment, as there was no time ‘for readjustment of loads., Trcops were

embarked on lO-ll August and the D1v131on departed. from Oahu 12 August

"3, Troops of the flrst six: waves, who were ‘to assault the ‘beach
in LVI's, were all embarked. at Oahu in their respeé¢tive battalion APAs -
until the Division reached Guadalcanal, - Upon completion of the |
Guadalcanal rehearsal exercises, 300 ‘assault troops were transferred
to each IST carrying LVTs. This number vas the meximum that ISTs
could carry. At the objective area,‘on Fox minus two, an additional
150 assault troops were transfe red to ISTs to complete the LVT assault
waves, - S - o

b The loadwng of cargo was planned to prov1de for a balanced
flow of combat supplies to the beaches. Ammumition,- ratlons, and
Class III were stowed by type in' vertical blocks which were arranged
radially around ‘the hatch opening. This method made then available
for simultaneous unloading. The plan worked very satisfactorily. In
, a1l but two cases necessary supplies were in the dumps.ashore before
troops had nced of them. The exceptions were salt teblets and fuzes .
for 155mm howitzer ammunition. In future loadings, salt tablets will
‘be loaded with. meolc°l supplles +o insure eerly dellvery of thls
1mportant 1tem. . .




- 5. "The 41 Portablé'Surgioal‘Hospitalwand“l7fField‘Hospital
were embarked at Guadaleanal. Six vehicles were preloaded for them
at Oahu, however, no definite information could be obtained con-
cerning the total space’ requlrcmcnts of these units. Upon arrival
at Guadalcanal, it was found that their requirements: Had-been umder-
estimated by severel thousand cubic feet. By rearranging loads of
two ships most of their equipment was embarked. However, this was
done at the sacrifice of some unloadlnv priorities.. -

6.. One of the greatest,dlfflcultlos encountered in the entire
loading process was the ‘lack of information which unit comihanders
had relative to the amount of organizational cquipment that was to
be taken, The Division hed arrived in the staging area with riini-
mun essential equipment, as prescribed in Par 4k, POM, The re-
guirenents for this operation were far in excess of these minimumn
essentials. The lack of information as to what additional items .
could be taken prevented the preparation of accurate Cargo Manifest
Sheets and Unit Persomnel and Tomnage Tables. Meny revisions were
necessary which resulted in- the loss of consldereble tlme and
effort., « _

7. In general, manJ of tno d1 rficulties encountered in the
combat loading of equipment and supplles viere eliminated when
Phase II of the operation was cancelled. Complete unloading -
brought some low priority supplies into- the beaches too early,‘
but combet supplies were av11lable when: needed ' N

SECTION Ve« MOVEMENT TO OBJECTIVE.AREA 2

. l. The D1V1s1on departed from Oahu in two echelons.f The first
- congisting of LSTg leaving on & August; the second consisting. of

transports on 12 August.. Transports arrlved at Guadalcanal on 24
August; ISTs on 26 August. , . S

2. The perlod at sea was devoted to work on the plans for fhe '
assault on Angaur, defense of the beachhead for the night of the
first day, continuation of the attack on the second day,'aﬂd,de—

" fense of the island against amphibious counterattack.  Plans were
also prepared in conjunction with the Island Commander, who was
aboard the USS Fremont with the Division Commander, for locating
roadsy bivovac areas, and installations. The problem of locating
the entire Division on Angaur in addition to the eirfield and
garrison troops was difficult of solutlon in view of the limited
acreage of the island. ~ '

D)

3. ‘Several command post exercises were held for the 301nt
arny and navy staffs. The- situation assumed wes based on the
Preferred Plan as well as the Altcrnate Plans for the’ capture of
Angaur Island. and the Guadalcanal rchearsal exercises. These =
proved extrenmely valueble in giving each staff an understanding -
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of the other!s problens. Procedﬁres were developed which assisted

naterially in making the joint staffs function'smoothly during the
actunl assault, I R : =T

- 4. During the stay at Guadalzanal, several conferences were
\ held with commenders and staffs of I1I PhibCorps and subordinate
units in which all details of the tactical and logistical plans

of the operation were reviewed. R

\ 5, Troops verc landed at Guadalcanal for ‘conditioning marches
and recreation during the period when rehearsel exercises were not
“being conducted. ' ' - SN ’ ‘

‘6. The Tirst echelon departed frem Guadalcanal on 4 Septenber; .
the second on 8 September., Immediately after departure, troops were
informed of the mission and plan of operation, : .

SECTION VI - ARTTUAL TN CBIEOTIVE AREA

1. The Division arrived in the Palau area at 0515, 15 September
east longitude time. During the period. 07C0-0900 additional assault
troops were transferred to ISTs. Begimning at 1200 transports moved
northward of the eastern shores of Palau Islands to vicinity of HNamai -
Bay, Babelthuap for demonstration in conreastaon with assanlt landing
on Pelelin by lst Marine Division. No landing craft were launched;
but destroyers of the naval escort fired into the wiilage and beach at
lelekiok Pt. Transports continued to move within-cight of the northern
Palau Islands throughout daylight hours. - A o

2. On 16 September the USS Fremont (F) cruised in the vicinity
of Angaur‘ and conducted close off-shore reconnaissance ‘of the land-, _
‘ing beaches. -Battleships, crulsers, destroyers and naval planes :
subjccted Angaur to a heavy bombardment througkout the day. At 1450
orders were received from Commender Angawr Attack Force to the effect
that the Division would assault Angeur @b C830, 17 September, under
" provisions of the Preferred Plan. ‘ S

. "ATR AND NAVAL GQUEHFIRE PHEPARLTION FOR LANDING (%)

, 1. At 0530, 17 Sepberber 1944, fire support ships began a slow and
deliberate bombardment of area largsts well inland of the beaches. All
parts of the island werc subjocted to tliese fires. ' '

- s m e e e @ e & & e
'

(*) For detailed repbrt gco Oporational Foatures.
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. 24 Naval gunfire was scheduled to 1ift during the period
0735-0750 to allow for air bombardment by fast carrier. planes.
However, planes were late in reporting on station, and at 0740
" only 6 of an orlglnelly planned flight of A4 plancs began their
attack.s In vicw of this delay, the Commander Angaur Attack Force
ordered the continuation of loweanglec naval gunfire during the
remainder of the period scheduled for air attack. At 0748 & pre-
landing strike was made by 16 VFs, 16 VBs, and 8 VIs, They were
directed by CSA to bomb and strafe targets inland of the beaches
to aveld interference with naval gunfire. Air bombardment ceased
10 minutes later than scheduled..

‘ 3. At 0804 intensive navel gunfire was dlrectod on the land-
ing beaches., This continucd.until 0822, at which time heavy caliber
guns ceased fire in order to avoid interference with landing craft
moving towards the shore. Fire from 5" and 6% guns shifted to the

- flanks of the beaches and thé orea between the beaches to a depth
of 1500-2000 yards. These fires continued until 0830. -

» 4. ICIs opened intensive fires on the beaches at 0815, .employ-
ing:4.2" chemical mortars and AOmm and 20mm guns. They continued
this fire during the spproach to the beaches. LCIs added rocket
fire to this barrage as they approached to within 1200-1000 yards
of the shore. Mortar and rocket fire ccascd on red flare signal
to allow for strafing attack by CVE planes. Signal flares were
fired off Beach Blue at 0825; off Beach Red at 0828, Fire from
20mm and 40mm guns continued against the flanks of the beaches until
masked by frlendly troops. '

5. The pre-~landing straflng attack was ochoduled to begln
when first waves were 1000 yards off shorc, and,to continue until
first waves were landed. Twelve VFs strafed Boach Blue from 0825
untél 0830; a similar number strafed Beach Red from 0828 until
o 83 ¢

6. Additional pre-landing air support was furnished by
direct air support planes on station. Pilots were directed to
atteck targets of opportunlty before returning to base. Threc
such attacks were made at 0740, 0748, and 0815 on plllboxes and -
machlne gun pos1t10ns.

: 7. Beglnnlng at 0830 and contlnulng until O900, 5% and 6M
naval guns were fired along a general north=south line 1200-2000
yards inland to prevent the movement of enemy reserves .into the
areas of the landing beaches.,

~
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17 SEPTEMFER 19LL
(FOX DAY) ‘

The assault on Angaur began at 0530 17 September l9hh, as fire
support ships and carrier ‘lanes subjected the island %o a heavy bomb- .
ardment. Under cover, of this fire, troops began to dehark from trans-,
ports and LSTs; and by 0730, all organized waves of assault and
supporting troops were boated. At 0750 the first waves of LVTs were
at the lines of departure, 3000 yards of fshore Beaches Red and Blue, -

The approach to the-beaches began at 0810 LCIs ‘preceded the
first waves by 300 yards, covering the movement with fire from 4Omm
and 20mm guns, mortars, and rocket guns. As LCIs anproached to
within 1000 yards of the shore, they moved to the flanks to allow
the passage of LVTs through them, Strafing attacks by carrier

“planes protectec troops during the last lOOO yards of approach to
the beaches.

The flrst wave of LVTs of RCT 321 landed on Beach Bluc at 0830
as scheduled. The first wave of LVTs of. RCT 322 landed ‘on Beach ued
at 0836, six minutes behind schedule, the delay being due to a sllght
current running south off -Beach Red. Enemy resistance to the' landing
on both beaches was limited to 'sporadic mortar and,small-arms fire
wh1ch were ‘directed against Ts approachlng the beach ’ ‘

The advance of troops inland from the beaches was slow due, in
part, to the difficulties of the. terraln.‘ At 0845 the locations of -
. radvance elements on both fronts were approzimately 50 varde inland,

'RCT 321 had been forced to cut its way through defensive wire and a
wall JuSt inland’ of Beach Blue to effect a penetratlon.vj ‘

The favorable sea condltlons in the early mornlng of Pox Day
enabled landing craft to approach the beaches with comparative ease,
The six waves of LVTs land.d at the scheduled intervals. By 0900
all assault troops were dlscharged, with damage to only two LVTs on
Beach Blue. Supportlng troops were landed in LCVPs as rapidly as
the capac1ty of each beach would permlt '

Congestlon on the beaches developed about 0915, due largely to ‘[
the embankments immediately in rear of each beach which reguired
bulldozers to develop roads leadlng off the beach, There was also
considerable debris caused by the preparation fires which made
passage of-all &ypes vehicles most difficult. The flow of traffic
to Beach Red was further impeded by the failure of 3 L{VPs to retract
promptly from th: deep sand. On Beach Blue it became necessary to ]
remove underwater obstacles to widen the water approach ' o






' _("

The transport d1v1s1c1 carrylng pCT 323 made & dcmonslratlon oFf
~the western shore of the island shortly after 0830.

By 0900 ‘the advance was progre531ng more rapldly.‘ Some troops
began to emerge from the dense jungle growth which lined the. cast
coast of the island., In the RCT 322 zone of action; the most rapid -
progress was made in the direction of Cape .Gallatin, an immediate
objective of BLT 322-1., On the left, the progress of BLT 322-3 was
impeded by heavy undergrowth, enemy mortar fire'falllpo consistently
into the area just south of Beach Red, and small arms fire from
behind the rwdpv in TA 115 H,N, By 1000 the RCT had penetrated to an
average depth o 200 yardo. .

Evidence of stvengthenlnv enemy resistance” occurred in the zone
of BLT 322-~2, After advancing 150 yards inland, it wes subjected to
mortar and small ‘arms fire from plllboxes in TA 111 B.P against whi
a strong air attack was directed. By 1000 the BLT had penctrated to -
a depth of 200 yards, inland and 100 yards northward along the coast,
demolishing several pillboxes in the course of the advance, On the -
left of the RCT 321 zone, movement by BLT 321-1 was impeded by enemy’
mines sown about 50 yards inland from Beach Blue and extending south.
By 0940 the BLT advanced approximately 200 yards to the west and was _
reported 75 yards short of the O-1 line. Its progress along the coast- .
south of Beach Blue was held up by fire from enemy plllboxcs in TA 111
E, dJ and entrenchments in TA 107 I , .

Co A, 710 Tank Bﬂ R was landed on Bsach Blue at O9hh qnd moved
inland through a breach in the defensive wall and AT ditch guarding -
Beach Blue, At 0958 Co B, 710 Tank Bn, began landlng on Beach Red and
moved inland to JOln 1nfantry troops, 4

At 0845 -planes lald a smoke screen over the hlgh oround in the
" northwest corner of the island to prevent enemy observation of
frlendly_troops. .The smoke screen was laid too high and proved
- ineffective. - - ‘ ' '

At 0930 O“dere‘were issued to boat the 1nfantry elements of the
Division reserve (ELT 321~3) ﬁnQ for 1t to remain in the transport
area unt11 need”d.

‘The expanslon of the beachhead became rapid in the noith, as .
BLT 322-1, adva.cing on Cape Gallatin, occupied it at 1120. ' Turning
west, the BLT reached the O~1 line along the coast and prepared a
'temporarv jefensive position while awaiting orders to continue the
-advance to the O-2 line. On the left, BLT 322-3 contiaued to be
harrassed by enemy mortar fire falllng on the “south édge of Beach
Red and small arms fire from the ridge in TA 115 M,N, With the







elimination of the latter, tank-infantry teams moved rapidly to the
- southwest clong the Pacific RR, creatlng a bulge approxlmately 150
yards beyond the O-1 line.

v

At Beach Blue the advance was slower, due to enemy mortar;
machlne gun, and sniper fire., Several pillboxes in TA 112 K, I M were
bypassed in an effort to effect an early junction with RCT 392 on the
north, Mopping up was left to units in the rear, Fire from enemy
pillboxes continued to be directed on our troops and our air - support -
bombed and strafed these enemy positions at 1137. FElements on the -
‘left of BLT 321-2 pushed on in the face of light resistance and
occupied the O-~1 line. Heavy moxtar, machine gun, and sniper fire on
the left flank of Beach Blue made it difficult for BLT 321-1 to ad-
vance to the south, Several enemy pillboxes remained active in spite
of repeated rocket attacks by friendly planes,

At 1140 the command post of RCT 321 was established in TA 112 P,
and 0O RCT 321 assumed com_and of troops ashore. !

Beginning at 1000 boat‘traffic toward both beaches was accelerated, . -
At 1132 Beach Red was ready to receive remaining elements of the 710
Tank Bn. Ab 1137 Beach Blue was reported to be sufflclently clear to .
receive all supplies, except general cargo. .

At 1020 fire support ships placed an effective smoke screen on
the high ground in the northwest corner of the island,

At 1135 the reconnaissance party of the 906 FA Bn was ordered to.
Beach Red, with the remainder of the battalion to stand by until
called forn Af 1145 the Division Rcserve BLT was ordered to land on
Beach Bluc, move to an-assembly area in TA 112 G, establish communi- -
cation with CO RCT 321, and await. further orders from Division Head-
quarters, The BLT was further ordered to release its shore party to
CO RCT 321. - ' : o ‘

Enemy resistance in the RCT 322 zone of action continued to be
light. By 1400 BLT 322-1 completed occupation of the (-1 line with-'
out opposition. On the left, BLT 322-3 reached the O-1 line in the -
vieinity of TA 115 L and had patrols operating 800 yards to the west,
without making contact with the enemy. Rcsistance conbtinued on the
south flank with mortar and sniper fire preventing an advance to the
RCT boundary.

L7

At 1230 the command post of RCT 322 was establlshod in TA 116 C
and CO RCT 322 assumed command of troops ashore,
In the Buach Blue ares; considerable_resistance»from enemy
pillboxes and snipers continued to impede the advance of troops
~inland and to the flanks, At 1250 BLT.321-2 reduced pillboxes »
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in TA 110 O and 112 K L,M which it had bypassed durlng the early
advance., By 1400 the’ BLT had moved”to within 350 yards of the RCT
boundary on the north. On the left, BLT 321-1 reached the O-1 line

in the vicinity of TA 111 X and sent patrols to the west and southwest.
Heavy rifle and automatic fire prevented any appreciable gains on the
south flank. . . ‘ :

In view of the delaj encountered by RCTs in establlshing physlcal
contact and the strong enemy reslstance opposing BLT 321-2, CO RCT 322
was directed, at 1250, to push the attack v1gorously on his left flank
‘and gain contact W1th RCT 321.

) At 1205 Co C, 710 Tank Bn, was ordered to land on Beach Red, move
to an assembly area in wvicinity of TA 115 N to await further orders,
and establish liaison with RCT 322. :

At 1415 CO RCT 322 was ordered to advance his right flank to the
0-2 line, north of Aztec to the sea. BLT 322-1 advanced without
opposition and by 1600 occupied the 0-2 line and the ground approxi-
mately 300 yards beyond it along the north coast, BLT 322-3 advanced
south and southwest in an effort to occupy the entire 0-1 line within
its zone of action and make contact with RCT 321; but progress ‘was
slow, due to the difficult terrain dnd sniper fire ‘which continued to
~come from the wooded area in TA 116, At 1555 CO RCT 322'raq ordered-
to advance his left flank to the O-2 line south of Aztéc, and to con-

© tinue to make effort to establlsh contact with RCT 321,

In the RCT 321 zone, BLT 321-2 contlnued to move north in the face
of heavy fire from a plllbOX in TA'115 Wk, All attempts to advance to
‘\the RCT- boundary were. unsuccessful In the south, BLT 321-1 destroyed
a blockhouse located in 107 F which was manned by 30 Japanese, and
continued to-.assault another pillbox znd entrenchments in the same area,
At 1545 CO RCT 321 was ordered to advance as far as possible in the .
diréection of the (-2 line, secure ground favorable for the night's
defense, and make everﬁ effort to contact RCT 322.

-

At 1410 -the 906 FA Bn was ordered to 12nd- on Beach Red and’ occupy
previously reconnoitered firing posivions in the general vicinity of
Cape Gallatin. .Orders were issued at 1600 for the 316 FA Bn to land™
on Beach Red and occupy firing positions in the v1c1n1ty of TA 115 M,

Durlng the remalnlng uOUTS of daylight of Fox IEy, the movement
of troops was based on the or rdere to reach ground favorable for the °
defense and as close as possible to the 0-2 line. Along the north
‘coast, the salient created by the advance of BLT 322-1 was withdrawn
to shorten the front and troops dug in generally along the: 0-2 llne.







On the left, BLT 322-3 continued to advance against cnemy sniper
fire, but failed to contact elements of RCT 321, In the center”
of the RCT 322 front, the salient pointing in the direction of
Dateland was extended considerably as troops occupled favorable
terraln about 200 yards’ short of the 0-2 line, -

In the RCT 321 zone, BLT 321—2 found it impossible to &dvance
2gainst the continuned strong enemy resistance to its north flank.
Troops in TA 111 I,N were withdrawn‘to defensive positions closer -
to the 0-1 line. On the left flank, BLT 321-1 continued its slow
advance with a flanking movement around enemy defens1ve pos1tlons
located in the point of land 1n TA 107 Elh. \

Visual contact between patrols sent out by RCT 321 and RCT-322
was made at 1620 in the vicinity of TA 111 G2 physical contact
however, was not established. :

4

“Co 'C,- 710 Tank Bn, in Division Reserve, landed on Beach Red at
1615, 1os1ng two tapks temporarlly by drowning durlng trun51t from
ship to shore.

By 1625 the 906 FA Bn had occupled pos1tlons 1n v101n1ty of TA
119 P and commenced reglstratlon firing.

At 16AO the Commanding General Division Artillery was directed
to go ashore in order to coordinate artillery defensive fires for
the night and artillery support for thé resumption'of the attack
tentatively set for 0830, 18 September. He was further dlrected to -
" coordinate dcfenses of 316 FA Bn and Co C, 710 Tenk Bn. T

At 1700 B T 321—3 was releosed to CO RCT 321 for the purposs .
of strengthening the defenses of Beach Blue during the night; the BLT
to revert to D1v151on ‘control at dayllght 18 September.

" During the hours of darkness, the 316 FA Bn and 906 FA Bn fired
on all known and suspected cnemy defensive positions and routes of
approach to Beaches Red and Elue. Fire support ships covered the
western half of tho 1sland with 1nterdlctory fires and 111um1nat1ng
flares.:

"At 2130 the following order was radioed to RCTs ashore: WFLEET
AND FLEET ATIR ARM CONTINUES TO SUPPORT THE DIVISION, DIVISION
- ATTACKS AT“1809OOI TO"SEIZE C--4 LINE.” LD PRESENT FRONT LINES,
BOUNDARIES, NO CHANGE. 322 INF (CO C, 710 TANK BN ATTACHED) SEIZE
O~4 LINE., 321 INF (IESS BLT 3) SEIZE 0-2 LINE AND CLEAR HEAR AREA
_IN ZONE OF ACTION. BLT 321~-3 IN DIVISION RESERVE REMAINS PRESENT
"LOCATION. . DIV ARTY WILL: SUPFORT THE ATTACK AND DELIVER 3 HOUR
PREPARATION. BEGINNING 06001, END OF PREPARATION WILL BE INDICATED
BY WP SMOKE SHELL.™ ‘ - B »







\ .

Between 2300;2AOO orders were issued»for’the landing of elements
of Divisién Headquarters and 8L Cav Ren Troop, beginning at 0630, 18
Scptember., ‘ ’ . ‘

\ Enemy activity during the night consisted of infiltration
patrols on the south flank of RCT 321 and intermittent mortar fire in
vicinity of Beach Red.- ‘ '

During the day the command radio net functioned perfectly, 'The
Division Commander was in voice-radio contact with RCT Commanders at
all times, ‘ ’

\

8 SEPTEMBER 1944
AFOX Plus One Day)

At 0539 én enemy counterattack struck the south flank of BLT 321~-1
in TA 107 I,J, Concentrated enemy mortar fire in TA 107 J2 caused
forward elements of Co B to.withdraw approximately 50 yards, Immediate
response to request for strafing and rocket attack on enemy troops in
TA 107 J aided materially in dissipating the threat of penetration
into defensive positions, By O745 the enemy began to withdraw and
forward positions were reoccupied. " The counterattack had caused con-
siderable casualties, particularly in Co B, with the result thatsthe
company was withdrawn into RCT reserve and replaced by Co G, Enemy
mortar fire which fell into the lst Bn Hg area caused several casual~
ties, including the wounding of the battalion commander and some of
his staff, : ’ o

At 0645 Co C,306 Engr Bi was detached from RCT 323 and released
to Division by III PhibCorps. At 0750 the company was ordered to land
on Beach Red. At 0645 the Command Group, 306 Engr BEn, was directed to
land on Beach Red. ' ' ' , a

At 0705 Co I of the Division Reserve Bn was released to CO RCT
321 as regimental reserve, ' B ‘

. Bozting of the advance elements of Division Headquarters commenced -

., at 0705, and it was landed on Beach Red at 0755.. 81 Cav Ren Troop
landed on Beach Red at 0755, Additional elements of Division Head—~
quarters began boating at 0800, - : o

 From.0600-0900 a heavy artillery concentration was fired by the
316 and 906 FA Bns along the fronts-of the 321 and 322 Inf in prepara-
tion for the attack, Scheduled naval gunfire and air bombardment were
directed against enemy positions in TA 109 D,E,J and TA 110 F,S.

At 0900-the 322 Inf launched its attack to seize the O=4 line.-
On the north, the 2nd Bn passed through the 1st Bn, which was with~
dravn into regimental reserve. The mission of the 2nd Bn was to -
outflank Romauldo Hill,'then move south in order to make a junction:

‘

'

~ .
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with the 3rd Bn in the vicinity of the O-/, line. Prosress was
difficult due to the heavily wooded and broken terrain along the
north coast which limited the rate of advance to a maximum of 150 -
yards- per hour., On the left, infantry-tank teams of the 3rd Bn

moved west to occupy the aree ¢n the vicinity of the Phos phate
Flant.

_ Ir, the 321 Inf zone the atiack towards the 0-2 line was delayed

by .enemy action, Al 0905 an enemy counterattack struck the left

flank of the 2nd Bnj and it was repulsed by 1000 with the aid of otrong
~air attacks on enemy troops in TA 111 I,R,M,V., At 0935 a second

counterattack struck the lst Bn in the vicinity of Rocky Point,

forcing a withdrawal of the extreme left flank near the shore to -

positions north of the Southern Railroad. A1l available direct air

support planes on station were orderad to assist in repulsing the  “. -

attack; and the area TA 107 ¥,J,I,C was saturated with bombs, rockets,

and .50 caliber machine gun flre. An LCI standing off Beach Blue.

aided in repulsing the attack by taking Rocky Point under fire with

its 4Omm and 20mm guns. The 720 Tank Bn Prov Mortar Platoon fired

a continual barrage unt11 1030,, at which time the sltuatlop had become =

stabilized,

At 0942 the Division Advance CP was established in TA 115 02
and communications established with major units ashore. The Command—
1ng General landed on Beach Red at 0925 : ' '

Prowress by the 2nd Bn on the north flank of ‘the 322 Inf contlnued
to be impedcd by difficult terrzin and heavy woods. By 1200 it had
advanced 300 yards. On the south, the 3rd Bn reﬂ01ved part of the
attack by friendly planes between 1015 and 1038, = The air strikes '
within our own lines were made as a result of erroneous designation
of targets by. ground elements which called for the support, together ~
with othpr seemlngly unavoidable circumstances incident to the combat,

At 1035 the 32lst Inf begun its advance to the 0-2 line after
repulsing counterattacks on both flanks, The 2nd Bn advanced along-
its entire front, making its mein effort to the north and northwest,
and succeeded inrestablishlnp physical contact with elements of the
322nd Inf on its right in TA 111 C,D, and E. -Enemy snlpers, well
hidden in the heavily wooded area in TA 112 B,C and 114 W, continued
to impede the progress of trcops attemptiné'to mop up in this area,
On the left, the 1st Bn could not advance south along the coast due
to extremcly heavy enemy fire from pillboxes and dugouts in 107 I,d,
The battalion moved 100 yards to the west and then south in an
attempt to outflank enemy strong points along the coast,

At 1200 the Division CP opened at 115 O and closed aboard APA -
Li ,and the Commanding General, 8lst Infantry Division,officially -
‘advised the Naval Commander that he was in command of ‘troops ashore,
a formality called for by the plan of commund.







Progress in the north sector of the 322 Inf zone contlnued to be -
slow as troops worked their way through the dense jungle growth, By~
1500 they reached the 0-3 line, On the left, infantry-tank teams of
the 3rd Bn' captured the ground in the V1C1n1ty of .the Phosphate Plant
and headed for the coast.

-In the 321 Inf zone the 2nd Bn advanced west towards the 0-2

line, maintaining contact with the 322nd Inf on the right, Enemy
- snipers remained active in the pocket . in the vicinity of 116 W in
spite .ol all efforts to search them out. On the left, continued
enemy, resistance from pillboxes in TA 107 1,J prevented southward
movement by the 1st Bn along the coast., Enemy AT mines in 107 I,
slowsd down infantry-tank teams attempting to outflank this
~re31stance. ‘ . , .

At 1257 a final group of D1v1s1on Headquarters was ordered to
land on Beach Red.,

At 1330 two batteries of 318 FA Bn on APA 102 were ordered to -
land on Beach Red to o¢cupy previously reconnoitered positions in-
the Cape Gallatin area, and the 317-FA Bn was ordered t6 land on
Beach Blue to occupy positions in the v1cln1ty of 112 C

At 1425 the 8lst Cav ch Troop was ordered to send a combat
‘patrol to make a thorough reconnaissance of the area in the v1c1n1ty
of TA 116. W and 112 C and destroy all enemy snipers in the area,’

By 1330 one battery of-the 155mm Gun Bn (Marlne), emplaced on
the southern tip of Peleliu,. had,conducted rcglstratlon firing on
Angaur a

, After advancing to TA 117 R and encounterlng cllffs rising to -
75 feet which effectively blocked movement to the south the 2nd Bn,
322 Inf withdrew 300 yards to favorable defensive terraln for the

“night. On the left, the 3rd Bn mopped up the Phosphate Plant area
and prepared the defense of the salient it had created in the diree-
tion of Saipan Towvn. Infantry-tank patrols reconnoitered to the edge
of the town in the southwest in ant1c1pat10n of the resumptlon of the
attack the next day.

"Tn the 321 Inf zone, the 2nd Bn advanced to within 100 yards of
the 0-2 line, On the left, the 1lst .Bn advanced 250 yards in its.
flanking move.around enemy coastal defenses, At 1625 a pillbox in
TA 108 A3, which had been partially_destroyed in the first day's
fighting, became active again. At 1655 the pillbox was completely
destroyed: and burled to prevent its reoccupation by enemy infiltra-
tion patrols. :







At 1532 orders were 1ssued to the D1v1u10n Reserve to remain in
its present location for the night, At 1542 CO 321 Inf was advised
that Co I of the Division Reserve was to remain attached to the 321
Inf for employment in the’ defense of the reglmental sector.

, By the c0mb1ned action’of the 81 Cav Ren Troop combat patrol and -
mep-up details. of the 2nd Bn, 321 Iaf, the area in vicinity of TA 116 :

W and 112 B,C was cleared of enemy snlpers and it was occupled by the
‘317 FA Bn. | o . :

( <At 1715 orders were 1ssucd for the contlnuatlon of the attack at
0730, 19 Septemoer. :

Throughout. the hours of darkness flre support ships 111um1nated B
the unoccupied part of the island and Division Artillery laid. down o
heavy concentrations on all known enemy defenses and routes of
approach for counterattack. The battery of 155mm guns emplaced on
‘Pelellu fired on enemy defenses An TA 102, =
A Red Air Alert was in effect from.l935 to 2205, but enemy
planes failed to attack Angaur, Other enemy act1v1tj during the.
night consisted of 1nf11trat10n petrols operating against both reg1~ :
ments and 1nterm1ttent mortar fire in the V1c1n1ty of Beech Red. -

Btry A ‘483 AAA (AV) Bn landed on Beach Red at 2330 and occupled U

positions in TA 115J.

" 19 SEPTEMFTR 194k
(mv Plus 2 D ys)

From.OéOO to 0700 fire supporu ships and planes bombarded the
area south of the line TA 103 D .- 105 J. Beginning at 0630 Division
Airtillery fired a one—hour pGCaratlon to precede the attack. ‘

The attack was resumed at 0730 "In the north the 322 Inf'
'advanced with three battalions abreast, the 2nd En on the right, the
1st Bn in the center, and the 3rd Bn on the 1eft. The plan of the:
322 Inf was for the 1lst and 2nd Bns to advance to the southwest and
seize all the ground north - of the O-4 line, except Romauldo Hill .
which was to be mopped up by elements of-the 2nd Bn after the com~
pletion of its primary mission. Further, the 2nd Bn was to defend 1
along the north coast to prevent ‘the withdrewal of the enemy eastward.
from Romauldo Hill, The 3rd Bn, supported by two companies of medium
tanks 710 Tank Bn, was to.advance directly through Saipan Town and
occupy.the area between the O—h line and 05 llne.,
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By 0830 repid progress was being made. At that hour the Division
Commznder conferred with commanders 221 Inf and 322 Inf at the Phos-
~ phate Flent and directed them to continue to advance beyond the O-5
and 06 lines and to complete the scizure of the island within their
respective zones. : -

In the 321 Inf zone, infantry-tank feams of the 2nd Bn made swift
progress to seize Middle Village by 0900. Abandoned enemy defense
installations within the arca were destroyed to prevent their rebdccu-

. pation by small enemy groups which were still active in the area. The
battalion turned south and advanced 400 yards.to reach the edge of the
swamp in TL 106 M,N,0,  Tanks on reconnaissance missions moved along
the boundary between regimerits nd reconnoitered to within 200 yards i
of the south tip of the island. On the left, the 3rd Bn passed through’
the 1st Bn; the latter, less one company, reverting to Division Reserve,

- Combined in{antry»tank'action by the 3rd Bn eliminated three enemy - ;
pillboxes-along the coast just south of Rocky Point. The battalion
continued.to advance in parallel columns, one along the coast and the
other approximately 300 yards inland. Heavy fire from two enemy pill-
boxes in TA 107 L and caves in TA 107 Q pinned down troops advancing
along the coast. The inland column reached the edge of the swamp in
TA 106 O'and turned east. Ropeated attempts by both columns to con—
verge on the pillboxes in TA 107 L were frustrated by heavy machine

~ gun fire and extremely well controlled mortér fire which inflicted
. heavy casnalties on friendly assault troops. ' )

At 07L5 the 81 Cav Ren Troop was ordered to clear of thé'enemy .
211 caves and holes along the coast, southward from Buach Red.

The capture of Saipan Town was completed as the 3rd Bn 322 Inf
reached the 0-6 line. lMopping up details were employed ‘to search out
individual Japs who continued to hide in holes and dugouts along the

coast and in the ruins of buildings within the town. The 2nd Bn’
reinforced by Co B continued in its attempt to take Palomas Hill.

Some troops succeeded in working their way up the rocky slopes, but
progress was slow and costly. Elements of the 2nd Bn moved around

the base of the hill in order to bypass it and move northward along -
the coast to reach Romauldo Hill by way of Beach Black, Other troops
advanced through the railroad cut towards TA 113 O, but were stopped
by heavy enemy fire from numsrous defensive positions around Szlome
Lake. » ' : -

In view of-the situation as it existed at 1230, the Division

" Reserve (lst Bn, 321 Inf) was rolessed to €O 321 Inf and CO 322 Inf
directed to constitute a regimental reserve. Pursuant to these' -
instructions the 1st Bn 322 Inf reverted to regimental reserve and

occupied an assembly area in the vicinity of the Phosphate Plént.







Progress by the 321 Inf contlnued to be 1mpeded by heavy enemy
resistance along Beach Green and the swampy terrain to the west of it.
In order. to move as rapldly as possible towards the southern tip of -
the 1sland the 2nd Bn on the right withdrew from the edge of the
swamp in TA 106 M,N towards Middle Village, and: then moved south on
the firm ground along the boundary between regiments. . On the east
coast the 3rd Bn. continued its efforts to reduce the -defenses of }
Beach Green: anee, and succeeded. in destroylng two caves at TA 107 Q.
At 1500 the CO 321 Inf committed the 1st Bn in the gap between the
2nd and- 3rd an and a general advance to the south began with three
battallons abreast The scheme of maneuver was to- advance rapidly
on the rlght to seize the southern tip of the island and reduce at
the same time the strong enemy positions at Beach Green Three with
a frontal advance by the 3rd Bn along the east and a flanklng move-
ment by the lst Bn through the swamp.

At 1300 the 906 F4& Bn was reembarked. for. employment 1n the
Ulithi operatlon with RCT 323. At the-same time, Btry C, 318 FA
Bn was landed on Beach Red and 301ned the remalnder of the
battalion at Cape Gallatin. - -

All attempts of the 322 Inf to capture Palomas Hiil and advance
to Romauldo Hill were met by strong enemy resistance. . In view of .
the impossibility-of gaining positions favorable for ‘the defense
prior-to darkness, the 2nd Bn was withdrawn to the v1c1n1ty of* the
Phosphate Plant. The 1st Bn moved to TA 115 where it occupied
defensive positions-in order to protect rear installations on Beach
Red from possible enemy counterattack. The 3rd Bn established
defensive positions in Saipan-Town; o '

“ < The 321 Inf advanced W1th three battallons abreast The 2nd
Bn, accompanied by tanks _advanced: 800 yards and reached the north
edge of a cocoanut grove_ln/TA 102 where it was countérattacked at
1735 by ‘an enemy force. estimated at 200, The attack was repulsed
with heavy losses to the Japanese. The 3rd Bn, moving alonb the
coast, destroyed seversdl enemy defensive 1nstallatlons guarding
the northern edge of Beach Green Three, and continued to advance
against many others concentrated within its zone. The lst Bn
moved through the swamp in TA 106 and ‘into flanklng positions
‘about 600 yards to the west of the enemy beach defenses.

" At 1730 unconfirmed reports indicated an enemy attempt to
evacuate by rubber boats from the southern end of the island.
Artillery concentrations were laid down along the water edge in
TA 102 and TA 103 to frustrate any such attempt to escape.

At 1800 orders were 1ssued for the contlnuatlon of the attack
. -at 0730, 20 September. :







At 1930 the three medlum.tank companles, 710 Tank ‘Bn, 1ess one .
medium tank platoon, were attached to the 321-Inf to a551st in cap~- = . |
turing the southern half of the: island, ~The Division-Artillery was '
directed to support the attack of the 321 Inf with call fires from

all batterles.

A Red Air Alert Warnlng was in effect from 1855 to 19&5, but ., -
enemy planes failed to attack Angaur Island. Other enemy act1v1ty
during the night consisted of widesproad infiltration by Japanese
patrols. Considerable harrassing fire from enemy mortars located
on Palomas Hill fell into the 2nd Bn, 222 Inl area. - An expected

. ‘enemy counterattack on the ieft flank of the 321 Inf falled to
materialize. . S .

Division Artillery fired approx1mately 500 rounds on enemy
defensive installations in TA 102. Due to the proximity of troops :
" to all objectives, naval gunfire was dispensed with except for il- .
luminating  shells which were fired over the southern and north—
western parts of the 1sland LCIs kept the waters under survell- '
- lance throughout the nlght to prevent any attempt by the enemy to
escape. from the island. :

.

Between midnight and 0200, Btries B and C, 483 AAA (AW) Bn
were landed on Beach Red and. occu01ed p051t10ns in TA 115 E.

20 SEPTEMEER 1944 .
(FOX Plus 3 Dgys)
The 322 Inf attacked at 0730 The 2nd Bn, supported by the,
Cannon Co and one platoon of mecium tanks, advanced to capture:
' Palomas Hill. - The enemy offerad. stubborn recistance from the many -
- caves and the strongly for tified positions that covered the hill.,
At 0900 the battalion seized its oodeotlve and’ captured large stores
. of Jopanese equipment and_weapons, including several guns of 75mm’
caliber. None of the enemy.surrendered. The lst and 3rd Bns re-
“mained in the defensive positions which they had occupied durlng
the prev1ous night. <
. _The attack of. the 321 Inf was delayed ,pending the arrlval of
additional elements of the 710 Tank Bn which had been attached to
it., ‘The 2nd Bn, reinforced .by two rifle companies of 1st Bn and .
two companies of tanks, began its advance to the south at 0805.
It quickly over-ran-numerous dugouts,- pillboxes, and fire trenches,
forcing disorganized elements of the enemy to flee’to the southern
tip of the island. In’ the vicinity of Beach Green, the 1lst Bn,
supported by one company of tanks, continued to force its way along‘
the coast meetlng con51derable re51stance from many pillboxes

s







defendlﬁg the beach. Remelnlng elements of the lst Eh advanced through'»
the swamp and approached closer to the rear of the enemy defenses along -
" Beach Green. e ‘ _

At 0700 Btry D, ABB AAA (AW) Bn landed on ‘Beach Blue and occupled
firing positions to the flanks of the beach. ,

After capturlns Palomas Hill, the 2nd Bn, 322 Inf reorganlzed
and began to advance in the. dlrectlon of the hlgh ground in TA 113.
The extremely broken terrain and strong enemy resistance made move-
ment most difficult. Track-laying vehicles could: &pproach the ob-
jective only through a very narrow defile along the railroad track
in TA 113 T. Two M~8s were disabled as they attempted to negotiate. -

the defile in order to occupy firing positions in the open-ground to - -

the north, one suffering a direct hit from an enemy'AT gun, the other
striking a mine. In an effort to outflank the enemy position, Co B -
was ordered to advance to the high ground from an assembly arez at

TA 114 Q. At 1100 one platoon of medium tanks was detached from the
321 Inf and released to the 322 Inf to assist 1n the °ttack.

- In the 321 Inf zZone, the-: ttaCk to clear the southern portlon of
the island progressed swiftly, overrunning plllboxes, dugouts, and
fire trenches. ' At 1000 the few enemy troops who survived the attack
were driven into TA 101 T and Co C was left to dispose of them. The
2nd Bn then turned north and moved in the direction of Beach Green
Three to effect a junction with elements of the lst Ba moving to
flank enemy defenses from the rear. By this maneuver the enemy
_ was completely encircled by an overwhelming force which continued
to compress the area of resistance. At 1100 Co C completed mopping
up in.TA 101 T, The 3rd Bn, moving southward along the coast, made-
steady progress agalnst dat rmined resistance from plllboxes‘and
caves., ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ -

s
’

With the seizure of the southsrn tip. of the 1sland organlzed
" enemy resistance ceased to-exist; aud Angaur Island was reported
secure by the Division Commander at 1034. Mbpplng up was to continue
until the destruction. of the enemy was complete.

The 2nd Bn, 322 Inf suffered heavy casualtlee as it advanced
-towards its objective. It succeeded in reaching the southern edge
of Salome Lake, but further progress was impossible in the face of
the heavy machine gun and rifle fire which came from caves cut into |
the high ground north of the lake. The enemy had fortified himself %
in positions which commanded the southern approach to the hill mess.
Efforts to bring heavy caliber supporting weapons into position were
nullified by the‘rocky-terrain and crevices which permitted only
movement by foot, and that with difficulty.. The envelopment by
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Co B was slow as troops. were forced to cut tralls through the dense
jungle growth. At 1500 the battalioh was withdrawn from its exposed
forward positions to allow for artillery registration firing on the

enemy stronghold during hours of’ dayllght; Ik was planned -to direct
heavy preparations against the entire hill mass throughout- the night

and early morning. . In preparation for this firing, Btry C, 318 FA Bn '; ,A(

 was moved from Cape Gallatin to firing positions in TA 112 in order
to place targets beyond mlnlmum range- of the battery. .
In the 321 Inf zone, continued actlon against the. Beach Green.
defenses reduced resistance to occasional sniper fire. The 2nd Bn
was removed from the line to an assembly area-in TA 106 U and the
task of containing the enemy was left to elements of the 1lst and
3rd Bns. Mop-up patrols were active throughout the southern portion
of the 1sland searchlng for the enemy 1n all p0351b1e hldlng places.

At 1600 a warnlng order for the defense of the 1sland was 1ssued

in which areas of respon51b111ty were a551gned to reglments., The 321 \“"“

' Inf was ordered to prepare the defense of the island south of the
Southern Railroad and continue to mop-up until all Japanese were cap~
tured or destroyed., CO 322 Inf was given 3.51mllar mission for the

-northern half of the island. : :

At 1800 oral orders were issued to CO 322 Inf-to defend for the
night and continue the attack at 0800, 21 September to clear the
northwestern area; the ‘entire D1v1510n Artlllery and Naval Alr Arm
to be 1n support of the attack »

' A'Red Air Alert was in effect from 1855 to 1940 but enemy planes ’
failed to attack Angaur Island., Other enemy activity during the night
. con51sted of infiltration patrols into the defensive area of: 322 Inf ‘

No act1V1ty occurred 1n the zone of the 321 Inf

Durlng the night artlllery fired heavy concentratlons of lOSmm
and 155mm shells into TA 113 and 117. LCI gunboats fired L4Omm and
20mm .guns into the same area. Other fire support ships covered the
northwestern portion of the island with illuminating flares.

21 SEPTEMEER 194k .
(FOX Plus L Days)

X An intensive artillery preparation to precede'the attack of
322 Inf began at 0600 and lasted until 0700. For the next half
- hour nawal planes attacked targets with 500 1b bombs, rockets, and -

- =h -







N . - T

fire bombs. The artlllery prepcration was resumed at 0730 and con-
jtlnued until 0800 : .

v

‘The 322 Inf" commltted two battalions in the’ assault The 2nd Bn,' :
, attacklng from the south, sent one rifle company, reinforced with tanks, | .
. towards the defile in TA 113 T..-In order to advance supporting tanks
to the oven ground near the scuth edge of Salome Lake, it was first
necessary to remcve from the defile the two M-8s disabled during the
‘previous dayts fighting. By 1200 tanks were able to advance beyond’ the “
cut and immediately took under fire enemy positions located in the ° .
’numerou caves throughout arsa TA- 113 O. Due to the difficulties of
~tterra1n,'whlch was broken evez ryvhere by high plnnacles ‘and deep ,
crevices, movement was confiried to the narrow railroad line, Two tanks
.attempting to maneuver into firing positions just off the: railroad line -
- ‘were overturned as their tracks. fell into such crevices. ' One tank ;
. burst into flames as it overturned; the other was set on fire by a-
Japanese patrol during the night, Intense resistance continued in
spite of the large number of enemy strongpoints destroyed by flame ,
X thrower and explosive.  Two componies of the 2nd Bn advanced north -

.~ . along the coast in an attempt to outflank the high ground from the
"northwest, By lhOO thay reached the northwest tip of the island,
‘blasting numerous cavss in the bluff vhich lines the coast. Attempts
“to .advande iniand were. without result, as troops were confronted by
pinnacies and deep crevices that formed an impenetrable barrler to

the heights. - Movement by the 1st Bn from TA 114 to Romauldo Hill was .
beset with -similer difficulties of ‘terrain and thick underbrush, Its '

~advance during the entire day was 11m1ted to 200 yardsy durlng which
it met no enemy re51stance.

-

. Dlrect artillery support of the 322 Inf ceased as of 1030 due to
jthe close prox1m1ty of friendly troops to enemy positions.

In the south the 321 Inf e;lmlnated a small pocket of re31stance
on Beach Green, The area was subdivided into battalion areas of '
respon51oLJ¢ty in each of which a systematic mop—up was executed of
all pouslb¢e enemy hldlnc places.

At 1500 the 2nd Bn 322 Inf began to withdraw to defén51ve p031t10ns
for the night, The ground which they had occupied during the day!'s
operations was untunable, exposed, as it was, to constant enemy obser-
vatlon and fire of all types. . - ' ‘ -

At 1625 -a dispatch'from IIT PhibCorps requested information as to
whether the 8lst Infantry Division was in a position to furnish one -
combat team for immediate'movement to Peleliu to assist: the lst Marine
Division to ccmplete seizure of the island., At 1705 the Commanding .
8lst Infant;y Division advised Headquarters 1T Phlebrps that RCT 321
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was available for the task 1mmed1ately upon completlon of its resupply;
-and RCT 321 was warned to make preparatlons for movement to Pelellu.
During the day RCT 323, in Corps. Reserve, deperted for Ullthl
with the mission of selzlng and occupylng Ullthl Atoll,
The 7 ARA Marlne Bn, part of the Garrlson Force, 1anded on Beqch
Red at 1230 and occupied firing positions in the V1c1n1ty of Mlddle

Vlllage, the Phosphate Plant, and Beach Red.

N -

Enemy act1v1ty during theé nlght con51sted of 1nf11tratlon patrols
into the 2nd Bn, 322 Inf area, ‘ _

rl

Throughout the hours of darkness, the Division Artillery_‘fired\
extremely heavy concentrations into enemy defenses on\Romauldo Hill.

‘At 2000 orders were 1ssued dlrectlng the 322 Inf to relleve thej
321 Inf of the defénse of the southern half of the 1s1and, effective
0800, 22 September., Orders directing the loading. and movement of -

o RCT 321 to Peleliun were issued at 2300

22 SEPTEMEER 1944

(FOX Plus 5 Days)

At 0730 322 Inf contlnued 1ts attempt to clear the enemy from
Romauldo Hill. Two task forces were orgahized to advance generally
in accordance with the plan of maneuver of the previous day. The
2nd Bn, reinforced by Co B, 710 Tank Bn and Co D, 88 Cml Wpns Bn
made a frontal asseult to destroy the enemy in hls positions or drive
him toward the sea. Two rifle companies advanced north along the coast

to'destroy all enemy attempting to escape before the assault of the 2nd .-

Bn. Elements of the 1lst Bn remained in positions occupied durlng the -
-previous night to prevent the withdrawal of the enemy to the east.
Every yerd of advance by the 2nd Ba was contested by severe enemy
resistance from caves and crevices whose locations were most difficult
to detect. Heevy casualtics were suffered including the wounding of
the Commanding Officer, 322 Inf, requiring his evacuation‘from the area,
By midafternoon, the battalion had adwanced to TA 113 N,0,I,J, a low :
area surrounded on three sides by high ground covered w1th Jagged rocks,
coral cones, pinnacles, and enemy sniprers: The force advancing north
along the coast encountered no resisbance, but' destroyed many caves to
prevent their occupatlon by enemy troops. '

Prior to derkness, troops were w1thdrawn into defensive p031tions
north of the Phosphate Plant and plans made for the resumption of the
attack at 0730, 23 September. One medium tank was destroyed in T%.llB’T
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as a result of th1s actlon.‘

- At 0800 the\322 Inf took over the. defense of the: ent1re 1s1and.
Four defensive zomes were established, each of which was- garrlsoned
by a small defense task group. The northwest corner of the’ island
remained a combat Zone, S : :

” -

RCT 321, ‘less the 316 FA Bn, commenced loadlng at Beach Red at.
0700, Loadlng was comoleued at 1625 and the RCT. departed for Pelellu.

Enemy act1v1ty during - the nlght con51sted of 1nf11tratlon patrols,

Division Artillery fired harrassing and 1nterdlctlon fires through-
out the hours of darkness. Fire support ships continued to 1llum1nate -
"the entire northwest corner of the island. . .

23 SEPTEMBER 1944
(FOX Plus 6 Days)

At 0730 two task groups of the 322 Inf again attempted to seize
Romauldo Hill by advancing from the south.  Three rifle companies,
supported by tanks, moved to the east side of Salome Lake to make a
frontal attack, Two rifle companies moved north along the ridges
to the west of the lake in an attempt to envelop enemy positions in
TA 117 W and X. Difficulties of terrain and strong enemy resistance
agaln combined to make the advance slow and costly.

By late afternoon troops had prodressed to the area just north
of the lake. Many snipers hiding in caves and crevices were des—
‘troyed in a methodical mop~up of the area. By,darkness forward
elements were withdrawn to the south edge of the lake to permit

artillery interdiction and harrassingvfire during the night.

) The two batteries of the 318 FA Bn at Cape Gallatln moved, to
the vicinity of TA 102 to occupy positions from which they could fire
at Romauldo Hill. Registration firing was completed prior to dark.

" 2l, SEPTEMEER 194k
(FOX Plus 7 Days) .

Throughout the morning of 24 September offensive combat was
suspended during the delivery of a loud speaker broadcast to enemy
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troops asking that they surrender. The attempt was fruitful only to
. the extent that two Japanese did surrender and velunteered useful '
_ information relative to the number of enemy left and the type of
- Weapons being employed by them.

"~ By noon the 316 FA Bn moved to p051tlons in the VlClnlty of
TA.102 C in preparatlon for the dellvery of heavy fire on Romauldo
Hlll. .

Durlng the afternoon conce entrations by.three battalions‘of,g -
artlllery were fired into enemy positions. Infantry trooos were
shifted in order to relieve the 2nd Bn 322 Inf from the line and
attémpt an attack from a new. direction the following morning. One -
‘rifle company of the 3rd Bn, supported by heavy weapons of "the '
2nd Bn, occupied a position in the vicinity of- Salome Lake, The -
‘remainder of the battalion, reinforced by Co A, 1st Bn and Co B, -

"~ 306 Engr Bn moved to an assemkly area in the v101n1ty of TA- 118 WX
from which it was to advance due west, cutt1ng a road,lf necessary,
for supply and evacuatlon.

' Enemy activity durln the nlght was . 11ght. Four Japs were kllled
'trylng to 1nf11tra e positions in the v101n1ty of Salome Lake. o

D1v1s1on Artlllery fired 1nterdlctlon and harrassing fire through~
out the hours of darkness. ’ :

25 SEPTEMBER 194k
(FOX Plus‘ 8 Days)

At 0730 the 3rd Bn moved west from its assembly area, The advance
was on a very narrow front adjacent to the coast, due to-the extreme  °
dlfflCultyof the terrain inland. Troops had to cut their way through
the dense Jungle growth that ‘extended to the water edge.

- By midafternoon the battalion reached TA 117 Q R without encounterr
" ing the enemy., Jagged cliffs formed an 1mpenetrab1e barrier to the ‘
south, Construction of a road was a slow process, and supply and
evacuation had to be effected by water, employing LCVPs. Co I, at
Salome Lake, attempted to draw the enemy's attention from the 3rd Bnis’
movement by felntlng an attack on the enemy's p051tlons from the south

In order to make still another attempt to dlscover a route of
approach to the enemy stronghold, the battallon was w1thdramn to the
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area frdm ﬁhlch it had depabuéd t?au morning., In antlclpatlon of
a move to the southwest the f0¢1ow1ng day, artillery liaison planesyl
were employed: to a551st in searchlng out a route, if such existed.

Division Artillery fired interdiction and harra881ng fires -
throughout the night into TA 113 and 117. L

26 SEPTSMEER 1944
(FOX Plus 9 Days)

" The attack of the 322 Inf was resumed at 0730. The 3rd BEn-
‘moved southwest from TA 118 R and W, Infantry troops were clccsely
~ followed by bulldozers cutting a trail through the heavy undergscwth
and coral formations, "The advance was slow and difficult but without
enemy opposition., By noon the battalion was in position to break into .
the bowl in TA 113. ' : ‘

“At 1200 an attack was launched to route the enemy from his
fortified positions. EFElements of all battalions began"to move
towards the Lowl, The 3rd Bn ‘advanced from the east; two companles

" of the 2nd Bn from the southeast; and Co B from Palomas Hill to a
position on line with Co I. The enemy countered with heavy rifle
and mortar fire, but troops succeeded in breaking into the bowl -

-on all fronts, Defencive positions for the night were prepared
on the ground occupled during the day‘s fighting.

, At 1830 an‘enemy counterattack struck elements of the 3rd Bn
~in the draw at TA 114 F, causing 20 casualties. Enemy infiltration
patrols were extremely active throughout the entlre area occupied

by the 3rd En..

‘A Red Air Raid Alert was in effect from 2145 to 2340. . Enemy
'planes dropped four bombs into Water off Beach Elue. -

27 SEPTEMBER 194
. (FOX Plus 10 Days)
At 0730 the 3rd Bn resumed its advance to the northwest movlng '

across the open ground of the bowl in the face of heavy enemy fire
from Th 117 W and X, By late afternoon it reached a general east~
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west line through TA 113 C,D where it established a perimeter defense
for the night: The 2nd Bn moved west and occupied the ground vacated
by the 3rd Bn, extending its line to the north coast to block a
possible escape route for the enemy:in that direction... The 1st Bn
moved north along the ridge in TA 113 R and advanced approximately
200 yards over extremely rough terrain, meeting considerable oppo~ -

sition from enemy snipsr fire. Casualties during the. day were heavy,_"
and evacuation was effected thr ougn Beach Black,

“Enemy action durlng the anht cons1sted of 1nf11tratlon 1nto
the -position occupied by Co G along the north coast, but our '
casualties were llght.

F1re support Shlps flred 111um1nat1ng shells over the northwest
_corner of the 1sland.throughout the nlght. '

28 SEPTEMEER 194L-
-(FOX Plus 11 Days)

At 0600 heavy enemy machine gun fire from TA 113 N1 was directed
against the position of Co I in TA 113N, The 2nd Bn was ordered to
attack to the west immediately to relieve the pressure on CoI. In:

.~ its advance the 2nd Bn clearzd several enemy fortifications and
" destroyed a 75mm dual purpése gun in TA 114 F. With the assistance ‘
of the drive by the 2nd Bn, Co I and €o B began to advance northward -
inside of the western rim of the bowl, and by 1500 reached p051tlons
to the left of and in line with the 3rd Ba.

, Co C moved north along the western coast and by 1100 reached
the northwest tip of the island where it established.a perimeter
defense, Strong combat patrols operated to the east and southeast
‘searching out enemy defenses. These patrols contacted frlendly
troops in TA 113 B and C : /

By 1530 frlendly troops formed a continuous line’ Just south of
the main defenses occupied by the enemy. In addition, one rifle
‘company on each flank of the cnemy defenses was in p051t10n to
. block any attempt by the enemy to escape.

wAt 1700 heavy concentrations of enemy mortar fire caused Co B
and Co I to withdraw from positions which they later reoccupied.
There was no enemy activity during hours of darkness, '







N

29 SEPTEMEER 194,
(FOX Plus 12 Days)

Beginning at 0700 Division Artillery fired a one hour
_preparation into enemy defenses in TA 117 W,V,X. Co C was
withdrawn from the northwest tip of the island during the
period to avoid interference with .the firing.- At 0800 troops
‘along the entire front converged slowly on-enemy positions,
confining resistance to area in TA 117 W,B,X. The 2nd Bn com~
pleted-mopping up the entire beowl area in rear of front line -
troops, destroying enemy emplacements and capturing a 37mm gun,
45mm dual purpose gun‘and a supply dump} Upon completion of its
mission the’battalion, less Co E, was conecentrated in the vicinity
of TA 117 T,Y,and Co E reverted £o regimental reserve at TA-114 A,

30 SEPTEMEER 1944 o '
- (FOX Plus 13 Days) - S

At 0800 elements of the lst and_3rd Bns attacked to the north
and by 1130 succeeded in occupying the ridge on the north rim of =
the bowl. Enemy resistance consisted of heavy machine gun fire and
sniper fire, . ' R I

Immediately to the north of the captured ridge was a deep
ravine and another ridge in which the enemy had retreated for a
final ‘stand. The 3rd Bn reorganized and continued the attack;
but due to the difficulties of terrain-and enemy resistance,
progress was slow, ’ :

1 OCTOBER 1944
(FOX Plus 1k Deys)

At 0630 the 1st and 3rd Bns resumed the attack to the north
over the“most difficult terrain yet encountered. Enemy resistance
was fierce and made a-frontal assault costly. An attempt was made
to probe around the right flank of the enemy position; and a route
was discovered which bypassed it and led to the sea, without
affording an access to the enemy stronghold itself.

The 2nd Bn was sent along the north coast to destroy enemy
. troops attempting to escape from the attack of the 1lst and 3rd Bns,
It reached the northwest tip of the island where it met stout re~ -
sistance from enemy troops cntrenched on the high ground in TA -
117 P,U. The battalion succeeded in taking the hill and organized
it for defense. : ‘ ' :
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In a contlnulng effort to rout the enemy from hls hiding’
place and destroy him, the 1st’ and 3rd Bns. advanced to the south’
edge of TA 117 W,X., The 1st Bn, on the left, overran a strong
enemy position in TA 117 W _capturing an ammunltlon dump and des-
troying elghteen Japanese defenders.‘ ' S

2 OCTOBER 1944,
(FOX Pluc 15 Days)

3m22 OGTOBER 1944
(FOX Plus fbmJb Days)

After all prev1ous attempts to reach the enemy stronghold had
failed to achieve rapid and decisive results, a plan was devised
wherein the enemy was contained by an overwhelming force and -
“harried by small combat patrols and demolition teams. - Protectlve
wire was constructed around the enemy's position to orevent a mass-
attempt to escape the trap.’ As limited objectives were selzed
.consolidated and reinforced, the perimeter closed in to. further
restrict the enemy's movement. By 17 October the area of r951st—
_ance was compressed into an- area of about 200 yards square.‘

Various strategems were used to- entlce the enemy from his

hiding places. Food and water were located where they'were
covered by frlendly sniper and automatic weepons-fire,  Trails

~were wired and booby trapped to catch unwary Japanese attemptlng
to infiltrate through our lines, Attacks were feinted in one
direction to draw the encmy's attention. away from real attacks
in another. On one occasion forward elements were withdrawn
under cover.of darkness to- permlt artlllery concentrations as
though to initiate an attack, - As ground troops advanced,
Japanese manned their weapons and heavy concentrations of
artlllery were laid down on their:'positions. Combat patrols.
“and demolition teams attacked caves with grenades, dynamite,
fuzed 4.2 shells, and gascline. Anti-saiper teams were active
. in combattlng enemy snipers. : B
Direct artlllery fire was employed to blast passageways
through the 1mpenetrab1e rocky formations which guarded the
approaches to the deep' caves and crevices in which the enemy
had taken refuge.. On 6 October a relnforced concrete structure,
‘ believed to be the enemy command post, was uncovered by such fire
and destroyed. Engineers: constructed roads along the north and \

i

west coast and within the buwl which permitted the approach of

tanks to close assault distance and eased the problem of supply
and evacuation. , . . \

. -65-.-_













~N
. A
‘ e LU . i S
Ay 2N/ .y ) - i
s FiLve Y PRINT 3Y 53 f
o 15T !3 } '
HOINEORMG TN 051 i :
0 D ENGHNEFR b f
HISTOCAL COMIAT ¥
CTRVILE EATTALION If ‘
!







T Lk S P e e e e e - ¥,
= Sialens CanaF g Aty Y B
i







.
g
N
N
m "o(.’
oo
Y 0
=
e
P
~
b S
N ,\
RN ’







“
3

[

ot

O

L e

. b
















F v e







TR TS

[P

R TR S

R L suw

th
ik o




«usngJapun oy
pue ule4a} Jo salNoIQ
UMM }9S9( SEM JUBWDAON,,

 "ovement was beset with ...

difficulties of terrain. =
*"and thick.underbrush.". ..







2 . .
N -,
o £ ey

. Y
frwy Qe

" -
/

BN &
{1 FILM BY | PRINT BY

’i dsT

3 A4 A 3067
HFoRMATION || (., 2OSTY
T CAND ENGIMEER |
L tisTORICAL || COMBAT
o SERYICE SATTALION
1N i




Aq patanos asam Aayy asaypp
pa1eo0| alam J9)ep\ B POO,,

M
=
(1]
=
=
<
2]
=.
T
oD
=
R0
(V]
c
=
(®)
3
(V]
-+
(1]
=
=
®

. "Food ‘and vater were located vhere
~ ‘théy were covered by friendly . i .
/ rsniper and, automatic fire." .. '







=
) v S re . . - Vs &

i:\x, ’/i
! . 4 T i
| FILM BY i PRINT BY |
L INFORMATION | S05TH

: vl ¢ EMGINMERS ‘
! ;u\i‘J I Qﬂinp,qﬂi-\ _)
HOHISTORICAY, [ Paiiviv
; SEpvVICE  h oA TALICK ‘g

s« suprran }




3"D1ff1cult1es of terraln and
strong enemy resistance - ;;.
" combined to make the attack )
VV-SIOW’and costlv. ' e et

“Difficulties of terrain & strong
Enemy resistance... combined
to make the attack slow &
costly.”







Fibv BY
ist
IMFORLSATION
AMD
HISTORICAL

S £ "i‘i*' R:E

-._.—.}

o bbbt ooty

PRINT BY

30971y
E?\!G ‘d cr“?
CCtﬁi:f“ﬁ-

BATTALICN

S -«.ﬁf’

AN

TN hg 0 e, 3 A 5 o
R e s T T, §










SECTION IX - ESTIMATED RESULTS OF OPERATION

A - AREA _SECURED

1. The capture of Angaur has assruted in ellmlnatlng the Palau
Island Group as a base for enemy sea and air operations against

our forces, in securing our lines of communications as we -approach
the main enemy's forces to the north and west, and in neutralizing _
 an estimated 25,000 eriemy troops vwho .still rcmain on’ the unoccuplcd
islands ‘of the ‘Palau Island Group.

2.  The opcratlon of the airbaoc on Angaur will facilitate the
neutralization and destruction of other- Japanese bases which lie
along our route of advance.. It can also serve as a staglng area:
' for aviation to our bases further west,

B - ENEMY CASUAIEIES' L L

1, An estimated 1338 Japanesec. soldicers were killed on Angaur Island
which, with prisoncrs capturcd approximates closely data obtained
from c%ptured documents and- pr soners on the ‘enemy strength prior to-
the asoault. ‘ L R ‘ o

2, - Fifty-nine military prisoners were taken, of which 7 were officers..
A few surrendered as a direct result of propaganda \broadcasts by the
Division Language Team.. Surrcnder pleas stressed the futility of

. further resistance, humane treatment, food and water, and medical -

carec., Prisoners stated that more would have ‘surrcndered-were it not
for interference on the part of their officers. They considered their
51tuat10n hopeless and felt they had nothing to lose by surrenderlng.

3. A total of 190 natlvc c1v111an and 13 .Japanese civilian prisoners
were taken into custody. All but 6 of the natives gayve themselves up
as a result of- propaganda appeals, after hiding for almost a month in
the caves in the narthwest corner of .the island, The Japanese civi-
lians were taken into custody after tlie Japgnese soldiers had been
driven from the caves and dugouts in which they had been hldlng. Na-
tive civilians made-one attempt to glve themselves up, but were flred
on by our troops who failed to recognize them as civilians, All fe-
turned to their caves, éxcept one Tamily of 6 who were taken into cus-
tody by friendly troops. A party of soldiers guided by -a female mem~
" ber of the family returned for the remainder, but could not approach -
the caves due to enemy activity., A propaganda leaflet was prepared
by the Division Language Teom and signed by the head of the captive )

B fumlly, telling of the kind tréeatment afforded the family and g1v1ng

directions on how to surrender. Four thousand mimeographed copies

of this leaflet were dropped by plane. 'After a few days,.87 natives
surrendered, and the same night three.young native nen returned to
bring out the refainder, - The following morning they returned with - .
an additional 89, 'Natives stated that Japanese soldiers had’ collected
and hidden the 1eaflets, and that they had found one only the day be-
fore the first group left, their caves,
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i ENGLISH TR NSL ATTONS OF PnOPAGANDA UST’D ON ANGAUR ISLAND

The follaw1nv is a translation sf a broadcagt nade by rembers
of the 8lst Divisicn Language Teaw tn surpounded Juoanese soldiers on
Angaur Island:

"Japanese soldlers This 1slana is uurrounded by the American
‘forces; and therc is no reason for you to continue fighting against
us. - Further resistance 1is hopeless. Your communication and supply
lines are cut., The Japanese Navy is far away., If you re51st further,
you will surely die by starvation and bhombardment. :

"If you cease fighting and come to us 1mne<1ate1y, one by one, .
unarried and with your hands up, you will receive food, clothlng, and
medical care, ’

"To die when encountered by a hopeless ultthlon is neither
heroic nor brave, and is only a useless dedth, GCome over to us
singly, unarmed and with your hands up. We give you (time allotted)
to come to usj otherwise we w1ll be forced to teke the only alterna-
tive action.®
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The Japanese trunqiatlon of the following Jocunont was dropped
from plane to natives and Japanese clvilian personnel who were
trapped with Japanese forces on Angaur. Island: ~

"Attention: Natives and Japanese civilians, Iy dear Friends:
"Are you well? ‘My American soldier friend is writing this for me, I
an your friend, Ramon Kaburera. When I came out I was hit by a stray
bullet, but the American soldiers have given me medical care and I am
- getting well., My wife, Maria Saburan, my chlldren, Rosario, Vicente,
and liaria, and my relative, Anna Regis, are with me and 1iving safely
under the care of the Anmerican soldiers, Each day we receive plenty
of water, food, tobaccao, etc.,, and we are happy and amply protected.

1 assure you that the American soldier will nct Xkill us or harm us in
any way. Therefore I ‘am writing this Jetter to urge you to come out,
When you come out, go to the GOTEPO scashore and turn le ft- (west).
.Cone out as a group and. 1f p0351ble ralse sone whltc cloth and cone
in the daylight, :

"Aidoeval, Irena, Rosu, Terc, nsuel and lirs., Mine and chlkiren-
call everyone and cone out, I'1l be naltlng for you. Finally, if
you think of your children's welfare, come out, for it is wise to
submit yourself to the protection of the American Soldiers. Our.
children have forgotten the experience.in the caves and are eating
candy,. As a parent, when I sec the happy faces of my children I am
deeply touched, -Over and over again I am thankful that I made the
decision to come out of the cave., I an praying for your welfare and
success,. If you see an'aeroplanc fly overhead, rest assured for it
is for your protection.

- "Attention: Japanese soldiers: If you have any of the beautiful
chivalrous spirit of Bushido, I beg of you not to fire upon the help-
1ess civilians and natives, pitiable, innocent chllcren and frail
women, because they have no part in this war.
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1, As estimated by Major Goto, the Japanese Commander on Angaur,

there was sufficient food stocks to supply 1300 troops for a perlod
of 20 months. These were either captured ar destroyed ().

W“ ~ OPERATIONAL MATERIEL DAMAGE TO THE ENEMY

2, Only limited quantltles of clothing were captured, Japanese
troops vere almost cormpletely w*thout reserves. of clothlng. (% )

3. Ammunition amountlng to approx1nate1y 8 unlts of fire for all
weapons, except 75rm, 25:mm and 20mm Ad, and 150rm mortar were
captured. Orly small quantities of amﬂunltlon for the latter
naned Weapons were found. (%) .

. Wleapons captured _and/or destroyed"included the foilowing:

150mm medium mortars, Type 97
75mm gield guns, Type 38
75rm AA DP guns;Type 88
70rr: Bn howitzers, Type 92
L7mn AT rapid fire guns, Type 1
20rmn AA/AT futo Cannon, Type 98

37mm AT rapld fire guns, Type 9h
Heavy machine guns, Type 92 (%)
Light machine guns, Type 99 (%)
Grenade dischargers, Type 89 (%)
Rifles, Type 99 (%) ,

'5, Precision instruments captured and/or deotroyed 1ncluded the
followlng -~

2 moter range flnder, Type 93

. BC scopes E

10 cm AA field glasses, Type 89

Trench periscopes, Type 93 (%)

Several instruments for calculatlng artlirery data.

6. Elght “trucks of 1—-Ton capac1tj'were captured, of Whlch 5 Were
put 1nto serviceable condltlon.

Te Corrmnications equlpnent cestroved included 2 1arve radio and -
telegraph stations, 2 field uw1tchboards, and an undetermined nurber
of connerc¢a1 and field teleéphones. A commercial telephone switch~ -
‘board and a 2:vheel comrmnication cart were. captured after being .
partially danaged

8. Engineer equlpnent captured and/or destroyed 1ncluded the
following: : :

Small quantities of denolitions, mines, cement,
and barbed wire, -
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Parts of ‘3 small’ copa01ty muter purlflcatlon unlts.
_omall concrete mixer, '

Narrow gauge diescl locomotlvnb, Type h cyllnder

chain drive of 'Japanese manufacture, -

Narrow gauge stean locomotlvcu, Type O-h-O of

. German manufacture,

Chain bucket loader on caterpillar treads of -

- American manufacturc., .

Small floating dredges.,

Generators, estimated SO K7 capa01ty, (serlously

" damaged),

Large stationary. b01lor (serlously damaﬂed).-
Lathes (repairable) _

Drill (repairable) .
" Lunber. mlll reporteg to be on. 1sland (n) was not found

9. Three horses, 3 two—wheoled carto, and reserve supplies of
harnesses were captured, The horses had shell fragment wounds, but
became serv1ceablg after belng glven vctcrlrary t*eatﬂent.

- 10, Very qu ﬂCdlCul SUDOlIOS were found Prloonors rcported a
shortage of medical supplies anc equlpnont -and that officers

" encouraged the wounded to commit suicide, Two aid stations were
captured and a field hospital destrOJeq, but practically no medlcal
suppllcs were - found in Lhem.

(%) Estimates of quantltles 1nclcateu are baSLd on BI statemcnts and
Major Gotol's situation reports of 1-31 August l9hh, corroborated by
observation and investigation of 81‘Infantry Division agqncleu,
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SHCTION X = OPERATIONAL FEATURES

© A = SHIP TO.SHORE MOVEMENT

1. Planning: Planning for the loading and landing of troops
was initiated after the scheme of maneuver ashore had been developed,
Commanders of all echelons determined the composition of landing * ' ;
units and the landing priorityroflpersonnel, supplies, and equipe
ment, Representatives of .the-Division and Naval Attack Force then
formlated plens to effect the landing as desired, on the proper
beaches, and with good control and coordinastion. ' R

2. Rehearsals: The rehearsals at Maui and Guadalcanal served
to test the landing plan which had been made. Certain deficiencies.
becane apparent and were corrected prior to the operation, These
included the placing of a Division representative on the primary
control vessel and perfection of timing and control of supply move=-
nment,. : o ' S e

3. Operations:
~ a. At 0600 Fox Day, the Comdr Angaur Assault Group, Asst
Div Comdr, and Div Ge=4 boarded the Primary Control Vessel and
devoted the 2%-hoﬁrs.to.George Hour to checking on control units, -
boating of assault troops, and state of readiness of boat.waves,
By 0755 assault troops-were completely boated and the first waves |

in the vicinity of the line of departure. High priority supply '
and equipment boats were in position in ample time,

, b. Leading waves crossed the line of departure at 0810,

- The landing on Beach Blue was made at 0830;.on Beach Red at 0836,
the six minute delay being due to a cross current off the Beach.
LVTs moved cautiously due to the prescnce of offshore mines.
‘Succeeding assault waves landed approximately according to the
schedule which had been set.. The time interval between waves was
the same as the number of the wave, i.e., the second wave followed
the first by 2 minutes, the third followed the second by 3 minutes.
The maximum scheduled intérval between waves was 6 minutes. Beaches .
were kept clear at all times, except when boats were broached. ‘

. ce All combat teem attachménts, except artillery, were
landed on order of the combat team commancders. RCT tanks and ’
bulldczers were assembled in the vicinity cf the appropriate beach
control vessel to be available for early dispatch to the beaches.:
Landings of major supporting units and equipnent were effected at - -
times showm: - | - - o Co

!
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Unit or Equipment 'p Controlled_ﬁy ) Time Beach

Bulldozer - ., RCT 321 - 0840 . Blue
Bulldozer . ) o RCT 322 ' 0910 Red
Co A, 710 Tank Bn p , - RCT 321 : 0944 Blue
Co B, 710 Tank Bn .. RCT 322 Fox * 0958  Red
BLT 322~2 (RCT Res) . ERCT 322 - 1045 Red
Hg 710 Tank Bn : "~ Division 1130 Red
Hg RCT 321 RCT 321 . ' 1140 Blue
 Hq RCT 322 ‘ ROT 322 x 1230  Red
Ren Party, 906 FA Bn 'Division 1300 Red
BLT 321~3 (Div Res) . Division - - 1431 Blue
906 FA Bn (105mm Ilow) Division - - 1500 Red
Co Cy, 710 Tark Bn (Div Res) Division 1615 = Red
316 PA Bn (105mm How) ~ Division . 1730 Red
Hy Div Arty =~ . . . Division 1800 Red
8l.Cav Ren Tr - R Division 0755 Red
Div. Ho (Able Group) Division 0755 Red
Div Hq (Baker Group) . Division AL 0900 Red
Div Hq (Charlie Group) = = Division L 1300  Red-
318 FA Bn (=) (155mm How) ‘Division 2 1610 Blue
Btry A, 483 AAA (AW) Bn Division 2330 Red -
Co C, 306 Engr Bu ' Division 1200 Red
Co D, 710 Tank Bn © Division 1230 Red
Btry C, 318 FA Bu (155mm How) Division - 4 1300 Red
483 AAA (AW) Bn (=) Division 0030 Red
- Btry D, 483 AAA (AW) Bn~ - Division * 0700  Blue

d. During Fox Day, the landing of artillery was delayed
pending the construction of access roads. Mincs off Beach Blue
impeded the free flow of landing craft to the beach. During the
afternoon surf and swell conditions were such thot all landlngs ‘were.
made with difficulty. Priority was given to the landing of suffi=
cient bulldozers to break down the steep banks on the beach, to
clear the debris which had resulted from: the naval bowbaranont to
construct roads inland - fromn the beach and to clear areas for dumps.

6. During Fox plus one, landings contlnued to be hgmperod
by difficult surf conditions and the presence of mines off Beach
Blue. The construction of causeways was initiated and completed on
Fox plus 3 and Fox plus 6 on Beaches Red and Blue respectlvely.

: f. In general, the ship to shore novement was completed
in a satisfactory manner. Communication between the Primary Cone-

- trol -Vessel and the Flagship was oxcellent and aided muterlully
to the efficicncy of control,
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i Bl- SHORE PARTY

1. Reconnaissance. ¢lements of each shore party consisting of one
officer and twelve men landed in the 7th wave. The remainder of
.the shore party arrived in’the 10th and 11th waves. Security, -
‘dumps,- CPs, and CIC vere ostablished inmediately, and the beaches
“clbared of supplies that.were dropped by LVI's and combat troops.
Roads to dump areas were constructed and supplies moved into them,
At the close of Fox Day dump ‘levels were such that no emergency.
requisitions were necessary, == R ’ L

2., On Fox plusfl;ﬂshbre parties'continued the,unloading,,ﬁsing‘thé,"
following operational set-up; N ST ’

. a. One company waé'assigned\to the operatioﬁ’Qf/iheibeéch'with
responsibility for unloading cargo from naval craft and moving it to
the high water mark, - . Co S S

b. Another company was assigned to operation of -dumps ﬁi%ﬁ»f’ v
responsibility of hauling cargo from the high water mark-to dump . .-
arces vherc supplics were segregated, stacked, recorded, and issued.

. ¢. Persomnel and equipment of the third,cbmpanY'Were employed .
to reinforqe the two oporating companies as required, .

3. On Fox Day advance elements of Shore Party Group Headquarters
landed, and at 1200 on Fox plus 2 both Red and Blue Beach shore
partics were placed under centralized control of Engineer Group.

- Headquarters, . ' o S

L. Heavy equipmentVused'By each shore party_compan& consisted of .
one D=8, two Da7=s, two D=bes, and three D=l tractors with blades,

and one Me=5 crane. Each shore. party battalion had availablevpno Me20

and two BucyruseErie cranes for disposition_as required,

5e Advance elements of gerrison force headquarters landed with ~
mewbers of Division Headquarters on Fox plus 1., Liaison was estab=- E
lished with Division Headquarters to coordinate location of roads

and permanent supply dumps with gimilar tactical installations in
arcas tentatively determined by study prior to landing., The mgjor
portion of garrison force troops end cquipment did not start to o
land before Fox plus .. S o '

6.-Dufing the combat unioading phase there were onlywtwb émergency
requisitions, and thesc were for salt tablets and 4.2 mortar ammu-
nition; both were delivered promptly. During this period shere
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parties extended the road network from dumps to RCTS and completed
the lateral road connecting Beaches Red and Blue.

7. Due to the narrow front and terrain condltlon of Beach Red,
separate roads for vheeled and tracked vchicles vere not conSUructed
This proved undesirable since the flow of traffic on the one road’
was slowed dovm to the speed of the tracked vehicles., Congestion on
Beach Red occurred from time to time due to the neccssity of cstab=-
"lishing dumps close to the beach. On Becch Blue the terrain allowed
for the establishment of dumps far enough removed from the beach to '
allow for good circulation of traffic.

8, - Duc to the shallov beaches and surf conditions, unloading' was
impossible at high tide. A pontoon: ceubeway on Beach Red was not
completely available until Fox plus 4 and hen workable only in
peffoct surf and tide- conaltlonu. : i, ‘ . .
9 Shore partlos unloadcd a totﬂl of 9800 tons of cargo during
the combat phase and through Fox plus 7, 24 Septenber.

L C - PUBLIC REJATTONS

1. Prior to thc Division's dcparture from Ochu, a Pross Relations
Officer and assistant werc appointed to act as liaison betwcen the
Division and the accredited press correspondents. A non-commissicned
officer was selected to accompany each combat team to act as combat

- correspondent, write stories of military activity, and furnlsh local
color storles for the accredited correspondonts.

. R No accred ted press representatives were assigned to the D1v1alon
prior tc departure from Oahu., CPA Public Relations Officers 301ned
the Division at Guadalcanal. A .few press correspondents- joined- the
Division at Guadelcanal. The bulk of the corrcspondents landed on
Angaur on ‘Fox Day, coming from Pelellu. These included rcpresenta=~
tives of the United Press, Associated Press, Boston Globe, Chicago
Tr¢bune, News Week, Time, and Fox Movictone News, They returned to
their ships after a brief tour ashore and most of them were unaware

* of the difficult flghtlng that developoc in the northuest part of

the island, C 4

3. On Fox Day the Arny correopondents assigned to combat togms
landed at 0922 and 1230 with RCTs 322 and 321 respectively. They
began’ gathcrlng leads for local stories and determining the iden-
ties of individuals performlng outstanding feats ih order to assist
accreélucd corrospondonts when they came ashore. '

4... On Fox plus 1 the ‘Press Relations Office was established
s hsore with Division Headquarters to give press repzeuentatlves
-all p0331b70 ﬂnlornutlon, direction, and a551stance.
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D = NAVAL GUNFTRE SUPPORT
1., General: .

- a. The Naval gunfirc plen was designed to provide as much of
the support desired by the 8lst Infantry Division as was practicable
considering the ships and emmunition available,  The original plan
was revised- durlng the latter part of the trip to the objective area
in order to confoim with the latcst intelligence reports and with-
‘changes in tho compogition of the Fire Support Group. = This report
dcals only with the actual naval gunflre support recelved

b. ' The plun was dcs¢gncd prlmorlly to 1ccompllsh tho ?ollowvng

(1)  Effcct the maximum practiceble destruction of all -
known cnemy defon31ve 1nstqllﬂt10ps prior to.the

. landing. ; :

(2) Provide complete destructlon of porsonnel and 1nstall-
ations in areas within 200 yards to front and flanks
of landing beachec cs, to permit assault waves- to land.

7 without. casualtles. ‘ : :

(3) Box-in and isolatc initial beachhead areas, preventing

~ enemy counterattacks for at least one-half hour ufter
- the 1n1t1al 1undwng. :

2, Prellmlnarv Boriba rdredt Tno prellﬁlnary bombardnent of Angaur
Island commenced on 12 Scptember. and continued through 16 Soptpmbor.'f

“ This bombardment consisted of slow deliberate. ‘fire for. destruction

“during daylight and relative light harrassing fircs at night. Knotm
‘defensive installations were destroyed as nuch as wos practicablcs -
the arca behind and immcdiately adjecent to the landing beaches:
specified in the Preferred Plan werc partially stripped of foliage;
covering fire was provided for the minc sweepers and underwater
demolition teaﬁs. Of the ammunition aveilable for the entire oper-
ation, appro: lrntclv 48% of the 144, 60% of the 8" and 51% of the 6"
and’ 36% of the EL were expon@ed Qurlnv this phase.

3 Borbgrd ont botween OSOOvO?OO 17 Sontomber- =

' 2. The Division landed on ueach Rod ot 0836 and Beﬂch Bluo at
0€30-.on 17 Scptember., The naval gunfire between 0530 and 0900 cone
sisted of the scheduled fires shown on inclosures Nos. 1, 2, 3, and
4o An air strike from 0735 to 0750, during which gunflro vas

- scheduled to. cease, was delayed, and the -firc support ships. were
ordered to extend the fires scheduled for the period 0530 - 0735

to 0750, Thc air strike was made leter without stopping naval . -
gunfire, ' This phasc of the navel gunfire program used 40% of the .
14", 33% of the 8", 38% of the 6", and 38% of the 5" ammunition.

b. Durlng tho period 0800m0822 LCI(G)S fired 40mm and Zme
guns into the beach arcas, and ;lred,rockots when approx1macely
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1100 yards from the beaches, ICI(M)s fired 4.2" mortars contlnuously
throughout the period, covering the beach arca up to a depth of 500
yards, Two ICI(G)s and four LCI(M)s were assigned to Beach Red, and
seven LCI(G)s were assigned to Beach Blue., The LCI(G)s moved to the
beach flanks at 0822, and delivered observed AOrm fire on positively
identified targets along the shore line in front of our troops as
long as the disposition of our troops permitted.

" 4. Fire Subsequent to 0900, 17 Septcmber:

.2, Scheduled Fircs: The only fires scheduled aftor those shown
~In Incl No, 4 were the ones prepared for the nights of 17-18, 18-19, ‘ '
and 19~20 September and prior to the attacks on the mornings of 18 Qnd
19 September. These fires were planncé a few hours prior to the time
they were started, and were based on the requests of the troops on the
“ground., The fires at night consisted mostly of illumination of the
. front lines, with some harrassing fires in the south end of the islend
 during the first two nights. The two preparctions prior to the morn-
ing attacks consumed most of the ammmition remaining aboard the
ships., They were genecrally placed well in front of our troops, w:Lth
'tho flcld artillery. furnishing the closc-in preparation.

b. Call Fires: Call fires wecre used very little., The terrain
was such that our troops could not obscrve fire on targets more than
a fow hundred yards away, and the formation of our troops after the
landing was such that fire placed directly in front of onc unit would
have cndangered another unit, The requests for fire werc relatively
few, and most of the roqucsts had to be rcfused becausc of danger to
other troops. :

-5, Results: The results of the naval gunfire were very satisfactory.
The sccond and third of the three primary missions noted above were
completely fulfilled, There werc no casualties from encmy fire until
after the troops had landed, and no counterattacks until well aftor
all scheduled fires had beon completed. The destruction of cnemy
installations was very satisfactory. Most of the known instellations

" which could be reached by naval gunxlre were destrovoa or neutralized

~prior to the landing..

~

Inclosuress . :
No. 1 = Scheduled Fircs, 0530=0735, 17 Scpt 1944
No. 2 = Scheduled Fires, 0750-0822, 17 Sept 1944
Noe 3 = Scheduled Fires, 0822-0830, 17 Scpt 1944
" No, 4 = Scheduled Fires, 0830-0900, 17 Scpt 1944




























E = AIR SUPPORT DURING ASSAULT PHASE

1. Goneral: The Alr Support Plon was. de51gned to gccompllsh the

Hal

- followings ** o ‘

a. Neutrallze eneny QePonsoo prlor to the lanc1ng of troops.
b. Supvort the landing of assa ult troops durlng uUCh time as.
Ngval gunfire could not acconplloh this n1351on. : '

Cs PrOV1do close support for grqund troops by executing call
missions, - : S S : ‘

d. Attack tmrgots fohif opportunlty and doflnltoly 1ocatcd 1nstall- '
ations beyond the range of cbservation of ground troopu.

2e Prollmwnary Strlko PrCrlmwnary ﬂttack on Angqur weore made by

. land and carrier bascd plunos prior to the arrival of the Division at
the objcctive arca and -continued through 16 Scptember. Encmj 1ust511-
ations at Saipan Town, Middle Village, Lighthouse Hill and all boach
defenscs were heavily atbtacked and parulully neutralized, = PW roports

. confirmed that these attacks. caused con31ceroblp dcstructlon of
personnel, 1nstallatlonu, and suppltea :

3. Prelanding Strlkesz.:

a. George Hour and Fox Doy were 0830, 17 Scptember. 4 pre-George
Hour eir strikec by 44 plancs was scheduled from 0735-0750, but was
delayed as planes were latc in reporting on station. The air-strike
~was launched at 0748 and comploted at 0800 on targets just inland of
Beaches Red and Blue. Forty planos partlclpatod, 1nc1ud1no 16 VFs,
16 VBs, and 8 VTS. Excellont rosults werc reported by tho Air Observer.

‘b. Straflns attacku on 1Lnd1n~ beaches viore scheduled during
the period when the first assault waves were naklnb the last 1000 -
- yerds of approach to the shcre. The. signal for the bogﬂnnlno of this f/
. attack was two red . flares fired from an LCI off cach boach, The '
" strafing attack on Beach Bluc was lounched at 0825; on Beach Red at
0828. Both attacks continued wntil first wzves lended, Good results
and timing were rcported by the Air Obscrver. T

L. Dircct Air Support: Dircet air support plancs were on station
 from 0615 = 1815 daily during the period 17-20 Scpt inclusive. A1l
~air support was dispensed with after 20 Sept dur to. tho close
proximity of frlendly troops to targets.

Qe Durlng the period 17-20 Soptembor, tho following alrect air.
support missions were. cxccuteds

i



By direction of CSA or A0 o & « & &+ .« .
Attacks on targets of opportunity to
“include pillboxes, firc trenches, dug=
- outs and shelters, supply ccnters, CP
- locations, antiaircraft, mortar, and
~ machine gun cmplocements. Sce Incl No. 1.
By request of ALP with RCT 321 . . . . .
Attacks on pillbexes, cntrenchments,
‘encny troop concentraticns, anti-
 aircraft, mortar and mechinc gun
cmplacements, and enémy counter-
- attacks. Seec Iancl No, 2, |
(3) By roquest of ALP.with RCT 322 & v v v v o o o s « 3
. Attacks on caves and entrenchments.
Sce Incl No. 3. '

~ b. Attacks on cnemy troop concentrations and open cmplacements.
werc very effective. Effcct against caves and strong pillboxes was
negligible. No cstimate is available on effect of Nepsln attacks.

c. On 18 Scptember two .air missions requested by RCT 321
‘resulted in attocks at 1015 and 1038, some of which fell on advanced
clements of RCT 322, causing a mumber of casualtles.,

d. On 17 Scptember planes were employed to lay a snokc screcn
over the high ground in the northwest corner of Angeur Island to
prevent cnemy observation of fricndly troops. The smoke screen Was
laid too high and proved incffective, B - -

~

5, -Air Obscrvers: One infantry air observer per RCT was emplcyed .
during the period 17-20 Scptember. They furnished valuable informa-.
tion concerning location ¢f fricendly troops, cnery defeonscs, and
terrain. Vhen rcquested they adjusted artillery and naval gunfire.

6. Artillery Spotters: During the first two days of the opcration

CVEs furnished TBFs for air spot. On Fox plus 2, artillcry licison

plancs werc based on Peleliu and air spot provided from therc., On

- 23 Soptember, an airstrip for llaison plancs.wes completed on . ,

_ Angaur and air spot was provided from there for the rcmainder of the
operation, ' : ' '

Inclosures: o : ,
Wo. 1 = Attacks on targets «f opportunity, 17-20 Scpt.
No. 2 = Air Support Missions oxccuted for RCT 321, 17-20 Scpt.
No. 3 = Air Support Missions exccuted for RCT 322, 17-20 Scpt.
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1. General: The initial plan for the employment of the &lst Division
Artillery was for the 316 FA Bn (105mn Hows) to land on Beach Red on .
Fox Day, occupy a position just uoutn of the Beach, end support RCT
321; the 317 FA Bn (105mm Hows) to land.on Beach Bluc on Fox Day
oceupy a position just north of the Beach, and support RCT 322; the
906 FA Bn (105mm Hows) to land on Beach Red occupy a position north
of the Beach and be in general support and rcinforce the fire of the
316 FA Bn;. the 318 FA Bn (155mm Hows) to land on Beach Red cn Fex
plus 1 occupy a position acjacent to the 906 FA Bn, and be in general.
support, The deeision to land the direct support battalions behind
the RCT it was not to support was made to provide sufficient range for
artillery fire earlier then would have been possible ctherwisc., RCTs
~ were to advise Division Hgs when areas within their zones of action
were a¥ailable for the emplacement of artillery.,

F_~ ARTTLLERY FMPLOYMENT

2. Operations during the Attack:

2. 17 September: The assault on Angaur was made at 0830 and ‘
by 1200, RCT 322 rcported the arca northwest of Beach Red sufficiently
clear of enemy to be used by an artillery battalion. The 906 FA Bn
was landed, and by 1500 had complcted cccupation of the arca. Shertly
thereafter the battalion was registered by air observer and rendercd
direct support to RCT 321, .It fired harrassing and intcrdiction fires
throughout the night., A%.1500 sufficicnt arez just south of Beach Red
was cleared to permit its occupation by the 316 FA Bn. The battalion
landed just prior to derkness., Night registration was impossible due
to enemy activity., The Cormanding General Division Artlllcry end
staff landed on Beach Red at dusk and established a CP and effcctive
connunlcatlons during the night,

b. 18 September: The 316 FA Bn completed registration at daye-
break and then rendered dircet support to RCT 322. Preparation fires -
for the continuation of the attack were delivered by the 316 FA Bn
and 906 FA Bn. The landing of the 317 FA Bn was delayed because of

- eneny qct1v1ty in the area it was to occupy._ At 1600 the battalion
landed on Beach Blue and cccupied o position just to the northwest of
the Beach, After reglstr@tion bty the 317 FA Bn, all battelions
reverted to their originally assigned missions. The 318 FA Bn (1ess
Btry C) landed on Beach Red during the afternocon and occupied a
position just west of the 906 FA Bn, but did not register. The 316,
317, and 906 FA Bns conducted harrassing and interdiction fires

" throughout the night,

: c. 19 September: FHeavy preparation fircs for the céntinuation
of the attack were delivered by the three light battalions. Four
liaison planes which had becen carried on CVEs landed on the Pelcliu
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airport, and continuous air ohservation was possiblc thereafter.
Btry C, 318 FA'Bn, was lended during the morning and joined the
reralndcr of the battalion., The 318 FA Bn was registered by eir
observer., One battery of the 8th Fi-Bn (155mnm Cun) (Marine); in
position on Pecleliu, was made availablc to the Division and regis-
tered durlag the morning. Thig bottery fired sporadically during the -
" remainder of the .day and the fcllowing two nights. At 1300 the 906
- FA Bn rcverted to control of RCT 323 and rcembarked for cmployment
at Ulithi. During the night the 316 and 317 Fi Bns fired occg51onal
missions into the nor thNeSu corner of the 1slgnd

de 20 Septcnber Throughout the day and night the 316 and 317
FA Bns continued to fire into the northwest corner of the island.
Btry C, 318 FA Bn, mcved into position in vicinity of the 317 FA Bn-
in -order to be able te fire into the same area. .

Co 21 Septenber = / October: During this pcrloc all artlllcry

- firc was directed into the northwest corner. of the islend. GCalls for
day firing were frequent; for night firing exceptional. Considerable .
interdiction and harraSsing fires sioere delivered nightly.  The greater
part cf the firing wos conducted by the 317 FA Bn and Btry C, 318 FA
Bn. The 316 F4 Bn and the remeinder of the 318 FA Bn were novcd to
positicns in TAs 103 and 106 rogpoculvcly in ordcr to be ablc to fire

- into TAs 113 and 117.

f. 5 October: On 5 October one howitzer of the 318 FA Bn went
into position in TA 113 S and placed direct fire into caves in 117 Y.
‘The firc was directed by artillery observers in a medium tank
stationed about 200 yards from the point .of impact. During the day
the remeinder of the battery was emplaced in the same position arca
"and avgmented the fire of the‘singlc howitzer.,  Results were good.

g. 6 October: Two batterics of the 318 FA. 1 were empleced in
113 S and Fired for most of tie do ey into the cliffs in TAs 117 V, W,
Xy Y. Tha range was approximately 800 yards, The 317 Fi Bn fired
into the same general arca using air obsorvatlon. Infentry reported
the results of this fire to be valuable, inasmuch as they were leo
to advance into the arca without 51'n1f1cant chsualtles.

3. Ccmnents:

2o The small size of Angeur and the typc of terrain emcountered
restricted the physical value of the artillery to a considerable
extent., The short ranges made close support of the infantry difficult.,
Obscrvation, except from the air, was poor, and forward observers had
dlrflculty locating ta rgotu which werc not too closc to friendly front
lincs, ‘ , ,

’




b. Artillery lost its offcet sgainst the type of terrain _
encountered in the northwest part of the island. - The inmmberable
decp ‘cavcs and crev1ces, usually faecing away from the direction of -

. attack, afforded excellent protection from artillery fire. With
'the oxception of the destructive offcet of dircet fire, about all
artillery could do was to -increase visibility bv_atrlpplng foliage,
keeplng cnemy personncl under covor, and uffordlng greut noralo -
lue to the infantry. < '

b, Amrunvtlon Expondwturos- )

as lOSmn hOW1tzor Ammunltlon

_ Tvno 316 FA 317 FA 906 FA . Total
shell, HE, Fuze M48 (SQ&T) ‘ T ,
and Fuze MABAL . 2100 ,.88234“ 3048 13,971
Shell, HE, Fuze M54 (SQ&T) - 2060 3894 587 . 6,541 -
Shell, Smoke, VP, Fuze M57 ~ - 165 = 1238 o 31 1,434
Shell, HE, AT, Fuze 162 ’ c -~ 0 .0 0

‘ Cannlstor T .12, - . 0. .0 0

 Total L4337 3666 21,958
b 155mm how1tzer bmmunltlon »

Shell 'HE, M107 e
Shell, Smoke, K105 (WP)
,Shell “Smoke, MI16 (BES)"

‘Total
Che rges, Grecn Bag |
Charges, White Bag (M4)
Charges, Thite Bag (M4Al)
o ATotql |
w51A3 (SQ&D)
15501 (SQ&T)
h54 (BES)
T105 (Conc)

Total




1., Attachments: One.company of mcdium tanks was attached initially
to each RCT with the-remainder of the battalion in Division Recserve. |
Attachments varied as changes in the situation occurrcd. ‘In onc " |

~instance, the entire battalion, lecss one platoon, wes attached to"~
RCT 321 to assist in clearing thc southcrn half of the island, The
usual allocation of tanks by RCTs was a platoon to -cach ELT. BLTs - - /

- further suballocated these tanks by section or platoon to assault |

companies’,

G » TANKS = EMPLOYMENT

2. Ianding Phagcs - Tanks attached to RCTs werc landed at. 0944 and
0958 on-Fox Day on Beaches Blue and Red respectively. Landing of
assault corpanics was made without incident. ' Co C, part of the
Division Reserve, was landed on Beach Red at 1630 the same day, and
‘two tanks were lost. during transit fron ships., Company D in Division
Rescrve was landed on: Fox plus 3. - , S

3. ‘Emnlovment:

2. In gencral, the terroin precluded the utilization of tanks
in o mass.greater than one platoon. One assault unit of 15 tanks
accompanicd by 90 infantrynen riding on the tanks, was employcd . on
a combat=rcconnaissance mission well behind probable encry positions
in the southern half of the island, This column met no rcsistance,

- but did establish, as was later proved, that -the enemy either had
_ boin destroyed or cvecuated to other defensive positions on the
island. : -7 S

b, Tanks were gencrally cmployed as part of .infantry-tank teams

in which tenks led and werc followed by infantry at a distance of

. 20~30 yards. As encmy rcsistance was encountered, combined infantry=~ .
tank action was used to oliminate it. Duc to the cnemy's lack of

of feetive antitank weapons, this method proved successful. In the |
difficult terrain of the northwestorn part of the island, it wias .. } \
inpossible to take acdvantage of the nobility of tanks and they were i
criployed essentially as point blank artillery. As engincers conw= _5
structed roads, tenks werc used similar to mobilc pillboxcs. Tanks |
were often used by infantry units on the perimeter of the night i
defensive position, - ' ' - )

L. Route Reconnnigsance: .Very little was encountered in the wey of
A® mincs or dofenses; however, on two occasions tanks werc disabled

_ by AT nines or friendly duds on routes which had not been rcconnoi=
tercd, co :

5, Liaisons

T The infantry-tank 1iaison‘prOCGdurc used in this‘opcrafion
wos developed at Oahu, Each platoon of tenks was represcnted by a
Pivomnon lisison tean composed of 3 EM (tank) equipped with onc SCR
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509 rqdlo to cstablish liaison with tho supportcd infantry CP and :
two EM (Inf) equipped with SCR 536. radlos, each to accompany one
'scctlon of -tanks. FEach infantry platoon was prepared to furnish one
EM to work with each SCR 536 radio operator in designating targets -
to tonks. Communications between tanks and. infantry liaison teans

- was by 536 radios with which tanks of platocn. and scction loaders
were cquipped. An auxiliary neans of .comrunication was by sound
power tclephone attached to the rear. of each nediun tank. Comnunie
- ecations between the tank platoon leador and the supportod 1nfantry
CP was by SCR 509.

b. This systcn of llulSOn proved to be qulte effect1ve.~ SCR
536 radios worked satisfactorily. SCR 509 radios werc very. satise
factory and were used on several occasions to direct the fire of the
entire tank unit from the infantry CP. Soundpower ‘phones were used
t0 a.considerable extent, Tt was also found that when uncer fire
the uscr would generally fail to replace the phone “in the box pro-'
vided for it, with the result that. the phones were torn loose and
run over by tankg. In addition to.the nechanical neans. of liaison, -
direct personal contact was: used to sonc extont partlcularly with
tanks having pistol ports.« ' \

6. Malntonance° -Proparations for nlght defensc did not always
allow nocessary time for maintenance and rosupply of tanks prior to
darlmess, Resupply was generally accomplished just after daybreuk
and prlor to- tho resunptlon of the attack,

B LIAISON

1.  Eoch RCT os tabllshod officer linison with Division Hqs on Fox .
Doy when RCT liaison officers reported with the latost ground
situation to Division Hgs afloat. These officers were uscd to
carry 1nportunt dlsphtches and orders to their comrhnders.

%. Division llalson offlccrs were detullod fer duty with RCTs in
order to maintain continuous two-way'liaison. These officérs jeined
RCTs to which assigned at Guadalconal and ‘renained with then -through=
out the operatlon.i They furnished Division Hgs with roports on '
activities of cneny and friendly troops. These reports were in
addition to the regulur conbat and per;rdlc reports furnlshcd by

.BCTS.

3, Officer limison between Division and higher heamquarters was

- naintained by an officer detailed by III PhibCorps to remain with

. nhe Division. This officer functioned osgentlally in the .sanc nanncr
as Division:liaison officers to RCTs. -
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- 5 ‘ 1 - INFANTRY TAGTIGS . -
1, Regimentel Combat Toam ‘landed. with two Battallon Iandlng /

Teoms abroast, cach BIT in a colurm of companies. The deeision to .

lond in this formation-was made to facilitate control after landing

- gince the plan of maneuver called for a rapid cxpansion of tho
beachhead latcrally, - ‘ B S :

2. Destruction of the encry consisted of the elinmination of- a’
successiom of strongpoints, pillboxes; blockhouses, coves, and
sniper groups. The terrain and thick underbrush encountered
initially mode it unwise to deploy small units on'a broad front
becausce of loss of control, It was generally 1mposszble to

" approach enery coastal fortifications except by using armored
D=8 bulldozers to cut trails through the thick junglc. growth”
to onable tonks and’ 1nfbntry to cone wlthln assault dlstonco._
3. Gonventlonol nothods were omployod in roduclng man-modo fortl- '
fications. " A basc of fire wos estoblished to cover the movenent of
flamethrower and denolition teans which closed in 4o destroy such
structurcs, Destructicn had to: bo comploto,,31nce encrniy patrols
would infiltrate, rebuild, and rcoccupy thé position, - Excellent
results wore obtained by attacking pillboxes from the rear as eneny
weapons we. genoralty sited to cover Iinited-awenues of approach.

L. Reductlon 01 Cave Arecs'

o, The defenses in the hlgh ground of the northwest sector
of the islend were built around inmmerclhile caves end crevices
in difficult terrain already described herein in the Trtroduction
and Naorration., Some of these coves wore improved by the Japanese
garrison forces and fitted into the gshene of the island defensive |
systen, A& number of caves were mansrode and cub into the bascs
of ¢liffs of solid rock, enubyznr thon to Wlthstand ony anount
and any type of bomburdmewt : : o . o

b. Although no dof¢nLto pattern of cave defensc could be
ascertained, it wes apparent lhot considerable skill was used by -
the Japanese def ﬂdCEb in o““vpyin" and organizing mony ceves
that were rutunlly supporting. As though to vary the plan of
defense, rony €aves wWorce dotozdoo which ‘offered little in the -
wy of fields of fire and appeared to be intended prlmarlly to
hold up the advance of the atiacker and exact the noxirmm toll,
Others served to cover a defile and afforded.the o¢eupants 1o
choice but to fight to the death, since they were so situated -
as to preclude any chance to withdroaw or cscape. -

c, The undorbruuh nade it practlcally 1npous1blo to rocogniao )
ceves until troops were actually upon them. Evon after the fokinge
had been’ stripped awxy, it was not casy to distinguish betweem -
the opening of a covo and the shadow cest by a ground proJoctlow

N
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upon a 'jagged bac‘k‘rou.r}d of white cof&l:fréﬂék;i Cove erifrances vfer@
- located with difficulty from airplanc photographs, from priscners of.

war, and from ground reccnnaissonse. .

d. Techniquos for the reduction of cave defenses in the type of

terroin cncountered had to be devised to mect the situotions as they

arose., Tho nechonical advantages we held over the Japancse defenders

in open terrain were nullified to a large cxtont in the combat ot close

quarters in terrain-over which no vchicles could pass. The usual method

of establishing o basc of firo had Tttle cffcet, inasrmuch as caves were

generally not in the linc of fire of supporting weapons, except ot ox- - '
tremely short range. In generol the messurcs adopted were = - .

‘ (l)" 'A_t.igh’t ‘pcr‘imqtér defense was placed around the entire
arca. to preovent attompt by the cneny to cscope. B

, (2) Strong combat pdtrols were dispatched tb gscelt out the
eneny ond destroy hine - -~ . -7 I : S

“(3) qurcs"encbuzl‘teféd‘ tere reduoed by fromtel attack,

~cnveloprient, or isolation with ‘subsequont seige or assault.

(4) Whenever poésiblo artillery fire or napaln bombs was used
. to strip folinge and blast away protective aprons of rock.,

(5) Buildozer roads were cub through areas. of coral pinnacles . -
to bring ‘supporting tanks to within point blank renge of many

“caves into which they fired with HE and WP.

(6) * In most situations whon supporting weapons could not be
used to advantage or ab all, becouse of the small arca of -
combat, the infontry attacked, supported only by rifle and
‘BAR fire, using WP and frogmentation grenades, flancthrowers, -

! “denolitions, 4.2 WP ghells especially prepared with a detonntor . _

" in placo of the regular fuze, and nolotov. cccktails. By this :

procediro destruction of the eneny was certeiny but at times ‘ ’
it wos costly. Some coves were so situcted that they could be
stormed -only from the front.  An cffcctive -nethod for the re=
duction of such caves was to atiack with grenades and followed
~immediately by close<in BAR and li-3 pistol fire. ‘ :

“(7) Siege tmetics were also employed in- combatting the encry
hiding in coves which could be approached only through a defile:
~well covered by fire from within the coeve. Ambushes were pre-
porcd with food and water cs beib, and containers wired with
booby traps or covered by riflenen in wait for the Jap to
venture forth, ~This methed was. slow, Jbut mogt effeetive in.
. reducing the cnonyls strongth with light casuelties to our-
troops.e . .7 Lo e e ST

: j-905




5, A systematic destruction of many natural caves along the shore

~1line had to be instituted in order to: prevent their occuputlon»by the
sbray. Japonese who managed to infiltrate through our lincs in spite
of the offorts nade to confine then. . Very heavy charges of exp1031vcs
were requlrod to cause the dos1rod offect,

6, Adv“nco uhrovgh open.nount”y was uquaWIy by 1nfantry-twnk teans.
Tanks preceded infantry by 20-50 yords.  When enchy resistance was
cncountered 1nfwntry nowbd up- and aus1sted by tanku elin¢noted tho \
resistance.. . o L '
o e _

7. Reconnﬂlssqnce in forﬂe in to cneny terrltory was the usual neans. -
by which the moin enemy forces could be found, " Constant horrassing
snlper fire fron infiltrated groups would often mislead small ree
comnilssonce patrols: into bollcv1ng thht thcy were in contact with

lorge cnenyy forces,

8, Sniper-observer*teams,’each'cdmposed_of twd nen, Were‘effcbtivb N
in loecating eneny snipers. A definitc arca of responSibility w.g
assigned coch tean for continuous observation.  Snipers usunlly .

- disclosed their positions by noveniont. Anti-sniper teans composed
of two M=l riflemen each wore enployed to destroy any snlpers.dls-
“covered. : ,

9. Perineter defenscs werc ostablished by all units during'the night
and novenent was kept to the absolute minimum. -During the latter |
stages of the operatiom some night patrols werc used., Combat patrols
were used to scize Iimited objectives during hours of ‘darkness that
wore difficult to reach duri. Pg hours of daylight. Night patrols also
wore used to retrieve fricndly dead vho were 1naccess¢blc durlng

\ doyllght because of enemJ Lire, o

. § = SUPPLY

1, Unloading Plon:  The originnl unloading plan contomplahed o cone
plOtGlJ controlled wmloading, duc to the necessity for carly. rcombar-
kation. The cancellation of Phase II and the scheduled usec -of the
- shipping for another operation caused the. abandonnent of plans for
controlled wnloading and rmade it necessary to unload- everymh;ng with -
utnost spced. In order to insure tno proper priority of supplics
- and avoid congestion of supplies on the beaches during the assaulb
phase, the Division G-/ wos placed aboard the Prinary Control Vesscl
with G4 representatives on the.Trens Div Control Vesscls.  The Asst
G4 rernined aboard the flagship with the Division Staff. A balanced
unloadlng schedule had been developed during the rchearsals and wes
uscd in the operation. 1In each 1and1ng craft thero whS'placcd 2 cans




_of Mer, two cases of rat:.ons ’ and acssortod smmlll-armv ammunlt:.on.
Agsmult Troops were. to carry these fron the boats to the beach above
the highe-wnter Line. They wore. to serve s o reserve until the shore
party landed and suppl:.es bogan to urr:.ve. ‘ .

2 Conduct of 'tho Uu.'l oadmg- For the first two deys there was o
. balanced .ML(‘ aang of Classos T T, ITZ, V, elininating requests: fron
the beaches for materials. This cont:'.nued until stock levels were:
well vp, thcn gennm; unloading was initiated. On Beach Red, RCT -
322 conceniivatod on two APAm, tmlbading then 60% in. the f:l.rat two
dayss As the ber:h was deweloped, the third APA end AKA were
© brought In for unioading. In genornl, the sane procedure was. follow-
" ed on Beach Blue. Elghty per cent of all supplies and equipnent werq
unloaded in 3 days and unloading of all assault shipping wos compleoted
in 7:doys,  For the first 3 daya ‘supplies were unloaded much faster
than the shore party could. handle then.: At tines the beaches Beeane
congested so that no accurate racords could be maintained; some lack
. of control of wnloading olso .resulted, as well as loss of suppl:.es
- and oqu'pmem. , Con‘o*ol was sacyis _wcd for spoed - Even so, very
- cred.'l.'bable resulie were a‘u’da.l.noa oy sho*e palfoy‘ and other peraonnel
engzrged in moad::.ng. : :

3. __Lowb'mt %upp'lv é‘»p Livd 'blOS}:,‘ By roon of Fox plus one, shore pur’dy
‘battalions had contx c‘l “of alli. beach dunps. ‘ On the morning of Fox
plus throo the regimental svipiy scctions assumed control of sll
~ingtallations and bogan.to issue only through battnlion %4'8. At
1200, Fox plus 'bhree ,-the Division Shore Party supply agenc:.es began
%o :_nven’oory svpplz.es and bezone fomiliar with their appropriate
installations. The O=l Iine besame the rear boundary for E6Ts, and
“beaches and recr arcas were token over by Division. A%t 1600 Division . -
supply services assuned control ovor supply install Intions and mode )
.isgucs fron . dunps., Oporation.of all insialletions had to be continued
with ROT persormel, since the majior parties of Division service- )
troops had not been landed.,  On Fox plus 4, sonme service troops were
landed and with the aid of shore party labor began’ operation of all
dups.  The Division Anmuniticn Sechbion was reinforced with one
Infantry L&P TJI).aboon, but this proved un.,at.Ls.Lauto"y. The rcginent
had need of its A&P Platoon; mereover, the nurber of men was not-
: sui'f. .cient for the task, Tho plasoon -was releascd and the atterpt
to collect and stock amrmnitiom @oandonod. Sufficient persomnel were
not available wix: were cxpericnced in handling warious types of an-
mnition, with tho wesuit that different types were mixed and the
inventorying and consolidation of arrmnition into dumps was: delayed, -
gufficient personnel were not awvailable initislly for noving chemical
warfare supplies, Dumps had to be established close to both beaches,
under the control of the Division Ghemcal Supply Off:.cer, crss:.sted )
by shore party personnel . . \ .

4. Pern:rncnt Durms- .On Fox plus; 5, pIans were mde for 'bhe movemen'b "’
of suppiics-to pomanont dunp arcas., The execut:.on of the plan wes
delayed dus to tho continued prescnce ‘of the cneny and’ 'bhc lack of
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sufficient tramsportation, Tt wms later decided not to move dumps from -
tho vieinity of the bezches until bivouae areas had been assigned to all
uits., ¥ony of the locations which had been selected from the map prior

to the landing proved umsuitable for bivoﬁac or dunps. - -

5. Solvage Activities: Selvage activitices during the first few days
Were not too satisfactory. The Division Salvage Officer and a small. .
detachnent aecomplished all salvage during this period, - This consisted =
of the evacuation or destruction of ehemy ammumition and ration durmps,
and the colleetion of all salvageabic Arericen materials, Several larg
ordnance pieces were evacuated directly by the Division Ordnence.

6. Difficulties Fncountercds -

‘a. In order to release shipping as quickly as possible, it was
necessary to continue unloading during hours of darkness, a/condition “

~ scriously affeeting efforts to maintain perféctfcontrol; o

b.  Considerablc loss of supplies resulted fron pilfering before
they reached the dump areas. Mony Red Crogs supplies, PX supplies, items
of clothing did not reach the beach.“.Enpty‘boxes~which had formerly cone-
tained such supplics were unloaded from barges and ICTs. Beginning on-
‘Fox plus 1, & major problem was the pilfering of enemy and American
cbandoned equipment and supplies in forward areas by souvenir humbers
fronm the beach area. A large portion of the souvenir hunters were crews
of ships, craft, and barges. . It became necessary to throw a cordon-of*
guards around both beach -arcas and to patrol all:-roads to keep such
personnel out of forward arecs. .That-such conditions might prewil was
¥novn befere the landing and all concerned were warned to provide neces-
sary guards. Despite the precautions, control in the congested arca of
"the narrow beaches under the trying conditions was vory difficult. Shore-
party military police were found to be not as satisfactory as Division
Military Police of which there were too few, o condition that has been
_ corrected ot the time of writing this rcport by o substantial-increase

in T/0 strength, ‘ o S o T

K = CIVIL AFFAIRS

1, uPlanninm:

 @. The Division Judge Advocate was designated Civil Affoirs
Officer ond authorized to use his section consisting of two officers, .
. one warrant officer, and two enlisted men as assistants. ‘ :

b. Inbelligence information indicated thot 1000- = 1500 civilions:
were present on Angaur, ond it was estimated that npproximotely one-
half thet number would survive the operation., Emergency supplies of-
3500 rotions end 1000 gallons' of woter were loaded to last wntil -
captured stores or Gairison Force supply became available. A supply.
of Class "X" clothing, baby bottles, and nipples werc also included.
By presrrangenent with the Division QuartermﬁsterAall.these-supplies.,~
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‘were awailable on call. . The Division Surgeon had sufficient persone
nel and nedical supplies to.furnish nedical care for the expected
aumber of eivilianse. . o . .

¢+ Prior to embarkation, conferences were held with members of
the -Garrison Force Civil Affairs.Section for the purpose of coordi-
nating activities during the assault phase with the permanent plan
‘6f ‘the Gerrison Force. It was agreed that the Gerrison Force Civil
“Affairs Section would go ashore at-the earliest possible date to
‘assist the Division Givil Affairs Section. L '

2. Operotions:

- a, The Civil Affairs Seetion lended on Fox plus one. It conw
tacted the Beach Parbty, established a suitable temporary stockade,
“arranged to draw retions and water, and made guords awailable.

b, On 1 October six civilions were taken into custody and

© evacuated through rogular W .channels to- the Division G=2 for .

. irmediate inberrogation, They were relcgsed to the Division Civil-

. Affeirs Officer on the same date. Two of the internees required
hospitalization, and sinee all six constituted a fanily group they
were quartered under guard in the hospital for a.period of two dzys.
On 3 October the Garrison Force completed its permanent stockade,
and the internces were turned over to the Garrison Force Cormmander,

~ c.. During 8 - 9.0ctober, 178 paditionnl civilions were taken -
into custody and .immedintely released to the Garrison Force Civid’
Affairs Scetion. - - L - . SRR

- de A émall.supply,of Jopanese Armyfrations and blankets and
' nogligible stores of ecivilidn food wes captured during the oporation
and given to the civilians for their use. ‘

3. Historical Backeround:

&, The majority of the eivilians who had formerly lived on
Angour were evacuated by the Japanese during the early air strikes
against the Palon Islands. Those who remained retired to-the caves
in the northwest parb of the island during the nmaval bombardnent
preceding the assault and remained there until taken into custody.
The rerments of the Japancse gorrison force prevented their surrender.

b. The interned civilians werc Chomorros who had been brought

to ‘Angour sone yearsiago. At least one of the-older ones spoke =
Japoricse, considerable Germnn and Spanish,-and: the Chamorro dialect,
Vany of the others spoke some Japanese and Spanish in addition to ‘
the Chamorro dialect. - They had no raeial customs which made their

- care difficult, ate army rations with gusto, end gladly accepted

" medical treatment. They were friendly, cooperative, and glad to

‘be .freed of Jepanese control. .0 .. T ' AR

A




L - ENEI"*Y DEVELOPN‘ENTS

2. Defenszve Inotullatlons- -

In proparlnr tho oo;ensc LOT Angaur the Japqneue dld not use
any now types of cnplacomentg or defensive construction, In some
cases they had improved on tochnlques already used in other operations.
In the construction and ccmouflage of pillboxes, -gun - Chpl“CO”CﬁbS, and
covered sheltors maximum use wes made of natural meterials 1ncluo1ng
logs, rocks and sand, Many empl cements had overhead cover Tive and -
six feet thick., Limited amounts of concrcte were used in aress: where

natural materiels wiere absent or not plentiful. - Railroad rails and
twcs were used in many. shelters to.supplenent log construction and to
- reinforece concrete, ,Onc pillbox was constructed next: to a hollow tree
~so that a,sniper‘could go from the pillbox up. into the: tree without
being seen. Onc small rlfle or machine gun concrete enplacenent had
the firing slit so constructed as to give the maximum field of fire w1t}
a mlnlmum of eyPosuro. A top v1ew is shown in the sketch,

e

b. - The antitank ditches and berricades and antiboat obstacles
were of conventional desisn., One inmovation in antitank defense was
“the use of Z4% manila hawscrs and 13" steel cables utretched between .
trees or. posts at a hc1Cht to catch tang on their turrets. Some raile-
road ralls were also used for'thls purpose.‘ ' - : ‘ .

. Numerous natural-caves scatterod throughout the 1slund were -
utilized by the Japanese os shelters for both personnel and mater al,
In many instances they had 1mproved the caves by. camouflﬂglnf openings
end making, their interior suitable for living quarters, command posts,
commmication centers and pid stotions, In areas wherc the rock fore
mation was suitable dugouts had been constructed to supplement the
notural caves and were hollowed out into the sides of hills and
cliffs, These dugouts prOV1dod covercd gun positions as well as

‘.storsgo places for ammunition and food supplies. These caves and
dugouts were concentrated in the roubh, rugged terraln in- thc north—
west arca of the island, TAs 113 and 1%70 : : C '

R T u—— -

2. Nlnos and Booby Traps-

a,. Mines were not LQO@ ex cns1velj by tho Japancse on Angaur.
Some large naval mines werc anchored off shorc partlcularly in tho
‘Beach Blue arca, No antlboat -or antitank mines were used along the
-beaches. A few mines were ;ouno in the Middle:Village areca and sone-
mines and crude booby traps were placed under the railrodd reils and
in thc defile in TA 113 T. Tue unt:z.tank mlnes used were tho tapo-
measure type. ' . I , , D
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b, A typc of flame bottle found on the island and used as a booby
_trop had a friction type igniter which sct off an oil mixture in the
" bottle whon the cork was pulled., Another booby trap was a saki bottle
ploced nnder the arm of a dead japancse soldier end fastened to a tape
- measure nine, - . I s

3. Tactics:

night our troops wore ashoro( They wlthdrcw to the hlgh 5round in the-
‘northwest corner of the island and took up positions in the caves, dug=
outs, and crevices after their forecs hac suffered scverc losscs ruuhor
‘than . leunch their usual "banzei ¥ charge or counterattack, From these
positions' they carried out cxtonsive sniper activity vhich was suoportou
the first few days by mortar fire and the firc of light artillery picces
and antitenk guns until they were destroyced, Throuchout the action the
Japancsc, for the most-part moved their troops and conducted their
patrolllnE @urlqg the hours of Qurknouu.

L Ordnancc' Threo items of ordnanco found on Angaur are bellovod to
be ncw dovolopmont

2. “Two 150mm mortars were found on Angaur and arc believed to be
e ncw type. It is of the conventional mortar deslgn with basc~plate,
bipod, tube and sight,- b*n1lor in construction to the Japanoso 81lmn
and 90mn mortars. The tube is 67" in length., The firing pin in the
basc of the tube can be retracted and fired by a trigger mechanism or
it can be left fixed and the shell is fired by striking the pin in the
normal mamncr. = The projectile's shape is that of a long tear drop with
"fins on the tepered end. - A propellant comparable to thc propellant charge
of a 20mm shell is screwed into the basc and six additional swall, blue,
oval propellant packages arc placcd between the fins, The varkln"s
consist of a black painted body with a 3/4" yellow band 5 7/8" back
from the nose of the projectilc, Also on the body are the following
numerals in white -~ "18,12", The measurcments of the projectile arc
as follows: overall length 29 3/8"s outer diameter at greoatest point -
5 7/8% (150mm); tail fins - 5 38" long at top, 65" long at basey
weight = 40-50 1bs (cotimated), The fuze that is uscd is thougnt to
be.the same as that used in the 90mm mortar but this has not been
verified, The fuze is instentaneous or 0,10 dclay., Delay is accome
plisted by meens of a delay pallet that can be insertéd, The projec-
tiles found arc filled with what appecrs to be cast TNT.

’

be A4 new typc 75mm Jupanose 1nccnc1a“y shell for use in the
ficld picce was also found herc. The projectile is painted white
with a red circle and the Japanesc letter K" in the center of the
circle., The letteoring is bleck, and is followed by the nunerals
8.7", The projectile is the same size as the regular 75mm regie
‘mental gun, Kodel 41, It apparcently weighs the same as the ordinary -
projectile for this gun, but the propellant charge in the new case
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is smaller, The ovorull 1oanh of the progootlle and casc is 21 M,
The brass ecase ig 114" and the projectilc itself is 114", The 3/8"
copper band is 1% from base of progootllo. The projectile breaks
4 3/8" back from the nosc, The forward heac scrcws off leocving a
soqloc copper cylindor in the rear ond which is filled with an incen=

- dlory material, When exposed, to air -this material ignites and burns

'v1gorous1y, giving off phosphorous funecs. The matcrial a _appears to be,
a nixture of r031n, phosphorous and poss1b1y aluminum powder, Care
shoulé be used in extracting and opehing -the copper cylinder because

s the solid burns it liquifics and tho liguid seeps-down into the
brouno, “burning for about 2 or- -3 nidnutes,  The oap1051vo charge of the
projectile conoluts of o long cylinder booster 23M long and 1" in
diametor. Therc is also an explosive molded in the forward head of.

tho‘sholl.» This is believed to be for the purpose of breﬁklns opon :
the copper cylinder .of the 1ncono1ary elemont - : ~

M e COhMUNIuATIOVS

1. QperationS<Afloat:-

a. A Division message center wes in’ contlnuoug oporgtlon aboard
the USS Fromont (F) from 11 August until Fox plus-5, During this per= , ..
iod the message conter operated in’the usual manner,. except that intor-\;
ship traffic was ‘hendled over nevel conmunication systems., ‘Within the
ship, telephone communication was established to offices of: the - o
Commanding General and members of the Staff. In-addition, a complete -
nes songor service. was mulntolned I : ’

. b.» A series of oonnand post exer01305 conducto@ whwlo a;loat
- served to aoquglnt Division communication personnel with naval commue
n1cat10n procedure, The experience galned proved invaluablc. curlng
. the octual operation, : : .

2., Sh;p to Shore Oporatiorﬂ;

a, COPHUﬂngblOHS teams of BLTs and RCTs landed w1th thclr
respective CPs.  The advance echclon of the Division Signal Co ‘landed
on Beach Red at 0755, Fox plus 1, The remainder of the Company, less
a detachment with the rear cchelon afloat,. landed on Fox plus 2 and- 3.
All Slgnal Co poruonnol were -ashore by Pox plus ). : s

be Comnunlcotlon fron ship to shore was contlnuous‘and'was maine~
- tained by usc of the ship!s radio assigned to the Division., The Divie

sion SCR 399 wvith power unit PE 95 were mounted on a DUKW which was
carried as deck cargo on the Headquarters Ship. Onc SCR 508, one SCR
608, and one sparc BC~3¢2 Receiver were installed in the HO-17 in
c~om.t:|.on to the regular SCR 399 cquipment., These nade it pO““lblC to
guerd ony. frequency within the Division, oxcopt the SCR 300 and SCR
536. The DUKV was- landed w:.th,D:.v:..;.Lon‘\Ic,adquortorq, on Fox plus 17
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T ce In acdltlon to tho normal- rodwo nets .of an 1nfantrJ d*v131on

the following were establishod:

‘ (1) ©cG Liaison Net (SCR )lO) This not 1ncluoeo the CG,
Asst Div Comdr, C/S, and RCT COs and was used to -
supplemont the normal D1v1s1on Coonand et _of SCR

* 193 and SCR 284. :
(2) . G=2 Net (SCR 510): This net included the Divisibn and
. Regimental S-2s and qu used for- tn najority of
intelligence reports. ‘ B
(3) G=4 Net (SCR 510): This net included the Division,
" Regimental, and Battalion. S-4g and proved highly
satlsfactory in tbo hanﬂllng of,acn1nlstrot1vo treffic,

3. Opera tlons Ashore

o , The primary means of communication shore vias by wire. One
cons tructlon team and detachment T & T Soctlon landed with the advance
echelon, Division Headquarters, and laid two trunk lines to connect
the Division CP with that of RCT 322. A pocket of onomy resistance
preventcd the early installation of wirc to- RCT 321, Wire communicas
tion with RCT 321 was maintained initially by usc -of the JAS Co lateral
trunk line comnecting Beaches Red and Blue. " One Division wirc tean was -~
left with cach RCT to extend Division trunk lines as RCTs-displaced
“forward, Division Artillery comrunlcotlon porsonnel maintained wvre
“to FA battalions, '

b, All wire was lald overhead und off roads and tralls, exceou
where torrain and Juncle growth were impassable to construction teams.
Radio had to be resorted to froquently becausc -of damage to wire cir-
cuits causcd by bulldozers widening rouds and clearlnf storcre areas
anc rtﬂlloly flcl€S of flro. ' :

Cs. Mbsoonger service was used infrequently duc to the satisfoc~
.tory opcratlon of electrlcal ncans of comnunlcatlon.‘

ds Cryptographlc Systen M«LO9 was the pr1nc1pal cryptographic
aid usod within tho Corps and suborcznato units. .

.8, On Fox plus 10 the Consmructlon Platoon and T & T sectlon
were reorganized to facilitate control and increase efficiency. All
wire personnel were groupecd into onc platoon under control of the
T & T Officer who was designated Wire Officer, Platoon Headquarters
‘consisted of the Tire Chief who naintained records and issucd all
orders relative to wire construction and repair, The ro ﬂqlnder cf
the Platoon was divided into two scctions designated as inside and
outside plant forccs, 'The inside plent force cons1uuod of SWB, tele=
type, and telegraph oporators and was under the .supervision of the.
Gonstructlon Officer.:. ‘The outside plant force con21stcd of llnenon .
end installer repairmen under tho suporv131on of: the Ass1stonh
Message Center Offlcer. - :

~




4. Sugplz: ‘There was somc ioss of signal equipnont which fcll out of
. cargo nets during unloading, Division signal supplies. were scattered

in several dumps which made QlfL¢CUlt replacencnt repair, and resupply
- of such cquipnment, ; :

5. Transportatlon: Vehicles were unloaded together with teams to
which they were assigned. There was no feilurc of any item cf motor
. equipment throughout the oporatwon. During the planning phase it was
nceessary to reduce the number of vchicles, particularly of the heavy
type, becausc of a lack of shlpy*ng spacc. This reduction seriously

handicapped the performonce of vire construction teans.,

‘N - GARRISOW FORCES

i; Orgenization: The folloulng unlts, ées1gnatcd as Garrison Forccs,
werc attached to the Division for the assault phasc. on Angaur:

~a. Service Units: . R
et e el O5th Ord-Co- (MMY -
: 3d. Plat 247th QM Depot Co
" 3d Plat 7224 Engr Depot Co
2d Plat 3259th QM Scrv Co
290th Port- Co .
104th Bomb Dlspos al Squad -

b. Air Base: )
188/th Ensr Bn (Avn)
1887th Engr Bn (Avn)

¢, Defense Troops.
7th AAA Bn (USMC)

2, Mission: Tho Commancing General, 8lst Infantry Division, was.
,charged with the responsibility for the defensc and development of
Angaur Island during the assault phesec.(*) . Upon completion: of the
assault phase and when dirceted by proper authorlty all rcsponsie
bilitics pertaining to command of Angaur, except defense, were to be
rclinquished to the Islﬁnd Comﬁﬂndcr. :

3. Operations:

~ -a. Service Units: These units were attached to-corresponding .-~
units of the Division. During the carly part of the assault phase -
they assisted in the unloading of supplies and organization of the
~ beach areas. On 22 September, after Angaur had becn secured, all .
scrvice units, except the 104th Bomb Disposal Squac, were. Lelwoved
of attachment to the D1v1910n and a9515ned to Garrison Forcces.

b. Air Base: The aV1at10n englncers were used exclusively in .
- the-construction-of the- -Angaur-airfiold- and no démands-were made..on .
then by the Division for enginecr work on roads, harbors, and the
‘unloading of garrison suppliés. Reconnaissance parties of-the 1884
and 1887 Engr Bn (Avn) lended on Fox plus 2 to locate the alrfleld
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site. . The following day survey parties began work on center. line
location. Clearing and grading of the airfield site- began shortly
thereafter. On Fox plus 28, the first: planc, a C--47, landed on the
field. Both battalions; were relieved of .attachment to the Division
on- 2? September and ass1pned to- Garrlson Force. :

¢. Defense Troops A reconnalssunce party of the 7 AAA Bn
(USHC) .landed on Fox plus 3. The unloading of equipment began on
Fox plus 4. On Fox plus 7, the battalions reported into the Air
_Defense Control Command on Peleliu, -the control center for the
antiaircraft defense of the Southern Palau Islands. The Battalion
was.closely integrated in the Angaur Island defense plans, opefating
observation posts along the coast for waterborne targets in addition
to being responsible for antlg.lrcraf+ defense, The battallon flrst
" fired on enemy planes attacklng Anggur Islund on Fox plus 8,

~-d, On 14 Oct the Commandln General Slst Infantry D1v1°10n was
advised that the attack and occucatlon phase on Angaur Island was
terminated as of 1200 that date. (3%) . ALl responsibilities pertain-
ing to the administration of the 1sland except those necessary for
the. accomplishment of the defense mission, were relinquished to the
. Commander Garrlson Force.‘('“‘ﬁ The 104 Bomb Disposal Squad and the
7 AAA Bn (USMC) wers relieved of attachment to the Division and as-
‘signed to.Garrison Forces. Operational control of the 7 AAA ‘Bn
(USMC) remained with the Division..

e. There was no enemy 1nterference to the normal tasks of the
Garrison Force - throughout the operation, inasmuch as the enemy was
contalned 1n the combat zone in the NW purt of the 1sland.

L Comments. i

The type ‘number, or compos1tlon of the Gurrlson Force was ~
generally adequate. Some delay in the landing of supplies, equipment,
and personnel of the. Garrison Forces was caused by unusual weather
conditions. This resulted in delay in the execution of the Island -
Development Plgn end compllcatlons in the supply problem._ , v
. b. Close liaison was malntalned throughout the ooerutlon between
'commanders and staffs of the D1v151on and Garrlson Force.

CINCPAC and CINCPOA Top Secret Ltr, serlal 000632 7 Aug l9hh,
Subject: Base Development Plan - Domestlc. , ,

Despatch 141331, Hq III Phleorps‘, '
Col R ay A, Dunn.'~\ . ,
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1. Lngwneer troops involved in opozgtlons on Angaur con51stod of the.
LollOW1ng ~ '

O - LNGIVEJ

- ~-'Genoral

Orpanlc Enr1noe“ Component
~ 306 Engr. (C) Bn :

Attached Enrlnoor Troops , S ‘
1138th Engr (CJ Gp with the 52d and 154tb nngr (C) Bns., _ -
188/th and.1887th Engr Bns Avn ’ R
3d plat 722d Engr Deyot Go '

Al

2. A rcport of the shore pqrty VorP'OL “the 1138th Engr (C) Gp has
becen propared separately and is-included. in "A%; 4hig’Scction, The
aviation battallons operated 1ndopondontly of other cngineer trooos.»
The 3d Plat 7224 Engr Depot- Co assisted in supply qct1v1tlos prlor
to. onbarkatlon and after arrlvwl at An”aur. i .

3.~ Immedie tely after. a reral of the 306 Engr C) Bri and tho 1138 anr ,
(c) Gp in Oahu, oqulpplng of thesce units was initiated, and the cngi=-
neer supplics required for the assigned task were reoelvoo and .prepared
for shipment. Although operational plans. were ch@naed sllghtly efter
ombcrkatlon, tho bas1c plans nnd IOLlStLCu proved sounc.\”,

b. \Organlc Englneer Component
1, Missiom:

e. The 306 Engr (C) Bn was given the mission of supporting.RCTs |
and other compononts of the reinforced Division in the forward areas. .
b, The. priorlty of onglnoor tasks was: L - ‘ =
(1) Romoval of beach and inland obstoclos 1npoo1nr the
forwerd movement of troops. -
(2) Construction and maintchance of rogds and tr11ls
(3) Assault of fortified- localltlos. ..

Re Orpwnlzatlon To ccompllsb tho n1ss1on as sot forth abovc, tho
battalion was orsanlzod as follows ' : ,

S Ono Ilne platoon with first-aid nan Was attechod to eo oh BLT.
uLan company headquartorg accompanlod ‘RCT. Hq. . - '

b, Ono water unit oporatlnr sectlon fron H&S Co w@s ass1gncd cach

linc company headquarters, The remainder of H&S Co was kept intact. _One
of its moaor tasks vas the oper tlon of the D1v1olon enginecr supply.
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‘¢, Combat Engincer Eguipnment

a. The folIOW1ng oxcess oqulpront vas takcn by tho 306 En T (C) Bnj

f9,~ D=8 Tractorg w1th LoTourncauw coble oporotcd angloooze
and armored cab Ono D-8 bulldozor was ass1gned eﬂch

‘ platoon, : »
1 - Rooter, Asalgnod to H&S Co. - . ‘
1 = Motorizod Greder - Galion 101, fAssipgned to H&S Co.
l 79,2 ton Cranor Cranc. = Assigned to H&S'Co. ‘

f .

" b, All T/E equipnent wes takon, oxcept 1 air comprosgor, assa ult
boats, and 8 polo trallors which wore left bohind booause of lack of
uh_pp:Lng spacc. ; o - '

T2 VOthlOS. A total of 60 ‘QiStflbLt”d as follows

Truck . Ee Plat Ea Co Hq h&s
T L/k Ton 4 x 4 w/ooogrqph ST ‘
© 1/k Ton 4 x 4 -2 ’

3/4 Ton 4 x 4 WC - .

2-1/2 Ton 6.x 6 Dump ~

4 Ton & x 6 Wrocker

" Special Engincer.
Compressor, Air
Shop, Motorized - ;
Tractor, -4, w/bulloozor

Amphikious VCthlOS
DUKY! '
M=~29C

Tmpilors
1 ton 2~whecel qugo N : .
250 gal viater trailer - - . 1 I
2-wheel poles~typc 25«T -2
Spceial trailer for woldlng - :

cquipment . T A

Weapons: The follow1ng were provided in addition to ‘curront T/E:
a. 27 BAR's, onc. for' cdch sqﬁﬁd.fl ,
b. 22 Subnachlne, 0u1 .45, M-B, for hoavy oqulpnont operators.

, ca 9 Gun, Ma chlne, Brownlng, cal.~.30, M‘l918 A7, pne for cach
pla'tOOn. - : ) et b o B ‘
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e §igna1- The follow1ng were prOV1ocd in addltlon to current T/E

a., 27 SGR 536 radios which were dlstrlbutod 3 per platoon.

b '11 SCR 625 Metalllc Mine Detectors naklng a totql of 26
lable to the battallon.

c.. 9 AN’PRS—l NoneMetallic Mine Detectbrs,'or‘one per platoon.'

5« Chenical: Each platoon was provided w1th three M2-2 Flame
Throwers and onc flame thrower service kit, the latter to be used in
conjunction with 1n1entry. Fifteen Llume throwers were retalned by
H&S Co as Division reserve StOCko :

€

6. Quortermaster: As for other troops of the Diviéion;

7. Comments: . | K I . . B

: a. Bulldozers:  Commercial Caterpillar D-8 with cab of 3" armor
steel, steel A frame for use on rear,.and a special block bracket pere.
nitting the dozer to be landed in an LCMw3. without removing the blade
and to be in operation about 10 nlnutos aftor landing, - (See Flcure 1,

P 101,)

‘b, Rooter: Conventlonal hoovy duty type, Was very useful in
ripping up coral rock which was found on two-thirds of the island, and
wes used extensively in.road work and airstrip construction, - It has
pavod nany men hours of 1la abor and nany pounds of explos1ves.

¢. T«9 Cravler: Was used exten Jvely in the onglneer dump for
1oad1ng and unloadlng of englneer supplles. : _ S 5;

- de Grader'\ Proved very successful in shaping up and malntalnlng
roads in rear areas, rclieving dozers for more important WOrk The
battalion should be equlpped with two. Lo

" Be Odo rap An 1nvalueble ald in accurately locatlng roads.}

fo Z=ton 4 x 4 Bruck: Invaluable for»brlnglng small suppllos
of demolltﬂons to the front. The four with H&S Co were used for recone

* naissadce section in addition te lend odograph, one for the D1v Engr
Scetion, and two for the batoallon cormand .section,

»

- 3/h=ton 4 x 4 Truck: Used with 3/4.ton trailer to trcnsnort
water purlficatlon equipnment, . :

h. 2}=ton Dump Truck: . Used ouccessfully zor resupply of platoons
and werc too busy to handle any road naterial whatsoever.

i. 4 Ton Wrecker- Was essential in the expedltlous repair of !
heavy'oqulpment in front liné areas.
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Je Alr Comp_pssor- Wag used during the early stages of the
operntion in the combat zone p”opazlng holes for dODOlltlonu-
k., ot +or"”od Shop_Trucks Uas usod to make parts for the grﬁder 3
and 1arge tractors. This proved to be an 1nd1 pensable pﬁrt of the
battalionts equlpment

' l. Weldln" T*aller-~ Uus usod in- con]unctlon with the notorlzed
.shop in bulld¢n" up broxon parts prior to machining down for use end
,for energency repair work. It is css sential in any type operation,.

., Ampm1b!nnv‘?<:;: 9%-mon €x6:  TUsed to bring in initial supplies
~to each aub&ﬂlu platoor, after whth trucks reverted to control of DUKW
Co.. The 2% ton dump truck would be better if it could be landed in
time, 'If DUXWs are used, they SﬂOLlC renain under tbe control of the
enrlneer platoon 1cader&.' ' :
n. M-29C Carro Ca”rlev- “-Ves nvd for. supﬁly., Could very easily
be replaued by tne ton 4 % 74 unless the terraln was known to be swampy.

O. Polo Trailers: Have not oeen used, due to lack of 1oc11
sources. oi tL bor;\ ' , : ‘.

. De Onanon Trailer: Used to corry water purification equipment -
of each RCT. T e
. Qe Flﬂne Thrower: - Vias very effective in assaulting pillboxes -
and coves, Tn 10ST 2ascs engineer plavoons opergted flamethrowexr
serV1c1ng and- refasling points in conjunetion with the . platoon supp]y
dumps. - -Safety valves should be v*rengchened to blow off at. o -pressure
of 500 pounds per sq in. The pressure regulator control valve failed
to operate prcperly after 4 or 5 services. A -fuel shut off valve should
be placed on the fucl outlet pipe just bebind the flexible hose comnection.
The safety lock on the flexible hove connectlon should bé nade of" spring
steel, as the present Ltype. is not r‘b“onr' enougn. A retalnLng chain
should be -fastened to the nozzle to prevent its logs upon removal
NaFaln thickener fuel consisting of 4% NaFalm by weLght to 2 mixture
of 75% gasolins and 25% light Diescl fuel has proved to: be, very
effcetive. Many insbances were rcported wherc fuel hgs deterioricted
due to the entrance of moisture. ‘However, in nost coses the fuel was
found to operate effectively after hWVJng been propared two months
" previously. . . P -

8;’ Suﬁmary cf Onération-

_a. Immediab ely after *gndlng, asswul+ conpanles begun uork on"
the reduction of ermbankments on Beaches Bed anu Blue to allow. pagsage
of LVTs nd tanks to the first phﬁoe llneqi : .

~ 'b.- Enﬂlneer.troops were usod in the assault of fortlfled
pooltlons throughout the asswuit phase of the operatlon.







c¢. Road construction was -carried on concurrcently with the ad-
vance, and supply roads were pushed as closc as possible to front-
line troops. Road work was very difficult through the dense jungle
undergrowth and ecoral rock, and heavy equipment had Yo be supple-
nented with explosives, The tromendous amount of work involved 1n ‘
road construction makes it advisable that infantry droops and
artillery troops service secondary paths and trails with tools:
available in the battalion. Sce Figure No. 2, Page 105, for the
status of tho road syston on Angaur up to. Fox plus 1o.

d. Thore was no. extensive use of 1and mines by the enemy. The
only successful use of such mines was in the defile leading into the
- large besin in the northwest part of the island, which resulted in
the disablement of several trwcxed vehicles, -

d, = A{t c od Enpjnecrs

m

1. 1138th Enr1neer uomb 1t Groyp.

a, The 155th Engr (C) Bn renalne& w1th RCT 323 in Corps Reserve
and was not cmployed on Angaur. On Fox plus 5, the 154th Engr. (C) Bn
(lcss’one company). dcparﬁnd with the 321st Inf for Pelollu.~ ‘

b. . In addition to shore party work. the attanhed combat englnoers‘
gove valuable agsistance in reinforcing the 306th Engr () Bn. On Fox
Day,before unloading of suppllcs begen on a large scale, construction
of a lateral road connecting Beaches Red and Blue was initiated by
battalions working towards each other. This road was completed on Fox
plus 1, After completion of prineipal shore party functions, these .
- units werc used for construction and maintenance of roads, development
of beach and supply installations, and Saipan Towm boat basin. '

c. Bulldozers and peréonnél>fron ‘the ettached combat battalions
- assisted in clearing numerous areas for dunps, blvouacs, hospital
,’1nstallut10ns, and cenetery.

d. In several 1nst.ncos, eloments of the 52d Engr (C) Bn ﬂnd
154th Engr (C) Bn werc engaged in active combat, routing Jopenese
out of isolated caves, repuls 1ng local counterwttacks, and reduCIng
pillboxes., . ‘

e. The staff of the 1138Lh Engr (C) Gp rendered mluablc
assigtence te the Division Engineer in reconnaissance, plannlng, and
surveys for combat and island development progccts. ‘

2. 1884th and 188”th Engineer Uatﬁallons ( Aviation): These bat=
talions accompanied the Division for “the purpose of constructing an
airfield. On Fox plus 2 rcconnaissance partiocs were landed, On the
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following dwy survey partles ‘began center 11nc construction, Control
of the work was given to the Island Enginecer. The first planes (0-473)
began: uslng thc field on Fbx plus 28 R _

'3, 3d Plotoon, 7224 F‘n:flneer ranot COnuanv-' Aésis’dcd With‘engineer
supplies, . . B S o

; e. o~ Enp:nee¢ qupplv'Actﬂv1b1es

1. Gcneral' The 306th Engr (G) Bn battalion supply gection was auge
nented by officers and enlisted men of the 306th Engr (C) Bn, 1138th
Engr. (€) Gp end the 3d Platoon, 7224 Engineer Depot Co. :All requisi-
“tioning, prepuratlon of shipping tickets, operation of storage yerd,

distribution and igsue, and. dﬁllvory from depots to pilers was accome-
pllshcd by"thls‘sectlon. L

R Wuter Supp,y. o -7‘ f f. ¥ . Xi

‘ a. The Adn1nlstrat¢ve Order dlrected that a 5-day supply be .
" embarked with troops, bcsed” on 2 gallons per mon per doy. Approxie
. mately 20,000 = 5 gallon cans and 2,200 = 55 gallon drums were cleaned,
filled w1th chlorinated water, pa¢nbed and marked. The chlorine con=
“bent of the water was maintained with 2% parts per million during the
} filllng oporﬂtlons. The, f1171ng of water containers was onec of the
" "final operantions in preporation for emborkation. The pallets of §
. gollon cans ‘and 55 gallon drums were distbributed among the various .
ships transportlng troops according to the plans of the RCT TQs; In
- certain cases o roserve was pl ced on the AKAs; in others each ship
~ earried 10 gallons per men.  Fach man going ashore carried 2 filled
canteens fron the ships water supply. The unloading of water began
ton Fox Day and at no. t¢me was there any lack of Water for the troops.

B; On;Fox plus 2 tWo ci terns were found contalnlng some
150,000 gallong of fresh water. On Fox plus 4 a, portable chlorination -
sectlon wes set up, and water issue started from these cisterns. This-
~ supply was exhausted on Fox plus 18, - On Fox plus 3 the initiel dis-
© tillotion unit was pleced in operation; and on Fox plus 8, 60,000
gallon capacity of distilletion units were in operation, equally
distributed between Beaches " Red and Blue. Due to rough seasy
suction linc dlfflcultles preventod units fron operwtlng at full
cqmmiJ.. o .

¢.’ Other sources of water congisted of three lakes in'the'north-
west corner of the island ond wells found in the southern holf of the
~ iglend, It wos irpossible to establish any water points on the lakes,
due to combat-conditions which Jasted wrtil- Fox plus 16, On Fox plus
. 18 gix distillation units were moved adaacent to ‘one- of the lukes
and bogun operatlon.




3 TTDlOprO and Donollblon Accossorlos.

D Prcllmindry StUleu of the 151 nd 1ndlcated th<t & largo
supply of explosives would be required. Approx1natoly 35% wa
palletized and placed on BLT trnnoports. A snall supply of 10098
cascs was also furnlshed BLTs, but thc no Jor portion was stowed on
AKAs. ' ‘

.5. An initial supply of C”plOolVOS was provided e(ch ass eult
plgtbon of the 306 gng; (C) Bn “and preloadod in DUKWs assig med. to
each plgtoon. . : S Coe PR L

. Ce Exccpt for the we torw‘-oofod donolltlon accessorlos on
pallcts and o smell stock of* unbroken pQCKagcs all stocks of- blaste=
ing ceps and accessories were d1VJ4ed and packed in standord boxes,
This wns donc in order that all items would be available ‘when desired
end to climinate the possibility of loss. of Ccltuln items. by leaving :
thon in the original conteiners.  The box was painted red, marked on
the outside, and provided with a lorge wateruproof envelopo., -Items
- ‘such as blasting caps and’ prlmacord were packed-in scparato contglners
V1th1n the larger box. - - - o : : : N

de Exp1081vc and demolltﬂon accessorles fron stnndnrd boxes
~on BLT APAs werc. furnlshcd engincer and 1nfpntry ‘assault troops prlor .
~to dobarkation, Each ‘engineer soldicr carrled ashore two demolition
" pocks and ‘designated infantrymen cariled one demolition pack, . Special
. shockproof containers were prov1ded for blastlng cgps carricd by
- indivicduals,. . : : : P .

4o Heavy Eduiphén%-‘

a. For tabulutlon of equipnent carrlcd by D¢v:glon 1 ﬂnd
abteched onrlnccrs, rcfcr to Hogvy Equi nenﬁ TabWe, Pago. 1’l

: b, Necossury accessorlcs wore prov1dcd ouch as A fr mos for '
h01sts on tractors, slings, snatch blocks, and double bLocPs,' Armored .
cabs Vcre 1nstallcd on the D-S tractors -used by the BOéth En g (C) Bn.‘;5

A supply of repair parto amountln& to 150 OOO 1bu for
Div181on 21 and "ttuched units waos rocclved and . pwcked for phlpnent

5. ClDSu II Supplvo.

2. The 30 day bloch of repupply Qnountlng o 144 OOO lb ‘was
‘based on requirements obtained from previous operations, This was
broken- dowvn into four -parts, ~Three identical lots of certain itens .
were preparcd and one furnished each’ RC;. The major portion we.s
retained by the BSO for divisional stock. The comba* teom lots were
 issued to RCTs for shipment, while the divisional ‘lot wes carried. by

~the 306th Engr (C) Bn BSO. . ' ) ‘
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b, Conclusions: Certain itens such as explosives and Class IV
material should be on1tted from the initial resupply block becausc
they get nixed with the initial issuc and are lost as resupply. It
is not possible to detérmine the QquUOCj of the Class II resupply as
no issue has been made to cover the division losses.

6;4 Class IV Supply:

o. Fortification:
(1) The total amounts of fortlflcutlon matcrlals provided
were as follows: '
Wire, barbed = 150 rolls
Pickets, short 9900 cach
Pickets, long . . 4450 each
Sand bags 223000 cach
(2) Some units prov1ded cach truck Wwith concertinas and
sand bags.e i

b. Construétion and Sanitotion Supplies:

(1) The following construction and sanitation supplies and
equipment werc provided for the improvement of blvouac
conditions aftor the initial combat phase: >

Nalls =~ various sizcs . 400 kegs
. (Approxinately 40% more palletized)

Latrine boxes (8 hole) . : 200 each
Fly traps » ", 400 each
Burlap, 30" wide “ 10,000 lin.ft.
Pipe, salvaged,l} to 2" diameter 800 lin,ft.
Pumping and Chlorination Units 20
Shower units (fittings and pipe

for 32 head battalion units :

were assenbled and packed by BSO) 30 »
Sprayers ~ Knopsack , : 200 each
Dusters - 14 each
Paris Grecn ‘ ~ © 1400 1bs

(2) ‘An effort was made to salvage dunnare and stock it in
the engineer supply dump for construction after the
assault phose, but only a small amount wes received,

U ,

7. Enginecr Supply after Asscult Landing: All engincer supply ves

- handled . iniuially by the RCTs with the assistance of the attached
organic enginecr companies, On Fox plus 1 control passed to the shore
pa rty battgllons. 'On Fox plus 3 Division took control of the supply
agencies, - Division immediately located the cngincer dump at a point
between ‘Beaches Red and Blue, Clearing and construction was started
on five dispersed trenches for the storage of cexplosives,:along with
two pits for storage of caps and accossorics, The 3rd Platoon of the
7224 Depot- Co arrived on Fox plus / and was attaeched for duty with the
organic cngineer battalion BSO operating the engineer dump. Parties
were orgenized to locate and gather all engineer equipment and supplles
on the beaches; and by Fox plus 5, this had been accorplished.,
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IT'FIQ;VI EQLITUT ‘TT’: TAHTE

trlbutlon of Heoavy Fqu*oment SUDDLued ?O6th Encr Bn, 1138 Enrr Group
Combat an, and 83 DlVl&LOH Avallovv. S

' 306th Engr Division Combathn * Total -
Bn Arty 1138 Gp

Trectors with Bulldqzefs

- Do
D=7
D=6

- D=4
HD-14
Red

- Total Tractors

Winch, 5-ton, w/1000% cable
Iubricators, Truck mounted: ‘
Crane, crawler, T-9, R=ton Cap. 1
Crane, N—?O
Crane, 5 yd - Bucyfus-E ie,
w/shovel and attechments
Electric Light Sct = 5 KW
Floodlight Units = 5 KW
Ice Maker, gas~driven,
2000 1bs day Capac1ty

Distillation Units: .
50,000 gel per day cap.
2,500 gal per day cap.
Vater Purification Units #**
Carryall --8 cu,yd.
Grader, notorlznd _
Rooter ‘ )
Saw, Chuln, Ges onplnead rivey. ¥

Note: ¥ 3 = D=4 Tractors werc issuod to the 306Lb ‘Engr Bn as T/E
eoulpment The 3" = Red Troctors. from the 306th Bngr Bn and
6 = Rel Tractors fiom tae Group Bﬂttqllonu were. relssuec to
the nght FQA, Bng, - -

**'Issucﬂ tne combat enflneer bcttullonu 1n excoss oP that auth-
v orlzed by T/Ey : Lo ‘ ,
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P“v- ETSDTI‘AL

- 1. - Attachnents: The 'btawnmemu of nedlcal 'broops to RGTs and L
D"VlSlon Troops Was ag iollows. . S : -

; g@@;i oo A 306 Med Bn . : ‘
i+~ Co D (less-2d Plau), 306 Med Bn
_Hg 306 Fed Bn (loss De‘b) o

ROT 322: Co B, 306 Hed Bn |
s 17 Field dosp (loss 1 Pla'b)

Bf?__’}""-; - (Employcd ot Ul:.'bm) L
.Co G, 206 Med Bn -~ _
2d Plat Co D, 306 Med Bn
Deu Hq 306 Nod Bn

' DivTre; I Plat, 17 Rield Hosp
4L Port Surg Hosp

Bascd on oypo J.once in 'bho opomwoa 'bhe l,ls‘b Po"'b ble‘Surg:Lco.l i
, Hcspwtag. could hawe beon whiiised botber as & clea aring platoon for
 RCT. 322 ‘and the Ji5 bh Field Hosp:.’:al. kept :Ln“bact under D1v1s1on T
control. . , » B C e e

R. Operations: Modlcdl “broops rendered very sa'l‘ns factory Suppo""b“
in the treatment and evacuation of the wounded. Dur,.ng the early -
. stages of combat evecuation from the beaches to ships was slow due ,
: to ‘o shortage of landing crafb. - Feedﬂng of the wounded was: generally .
satis i"\o'bory because .0of a lack of gsulficient quonts ‘
;les"ont foed, - Tosses anong medical” porsonne’l. were hJ. h lﬂrgely be—f
- cause they exposcd themselves too mich in atiempting ‘bo reaoh and
trect the wounded. Jopanese snipers would often W"Llu un 3.1 “l:!.d men
J:o;.ched tne x\rounded beforo opom.ng f:L..e. - ‘ , :

- 3. q'b"f‘tls'b.'l css Stotistics for: “ohe por_Lod 1’7 Sop'bembor - 30 October .
:|.nc1Js> Vo :Ls as follo’m._ . -

\
“

BAT rTr S NONBBI\TTLE

’ ‘ : : Bﬂ’ulﬂe ,
I“oundod In,Jurod.1 D:Lsoaso In,,ured Fatlgue TOTAL

ROCGlVBd from 'umts 1049 305 576' ‘ 1201 o244 2294
‘Roturned to duty .- 306 229 ;43/0 77 168 0 1292
Died of wounds -8 3 : 0 1 o 84
Killed in action - 180 - - . - 180
Evacuated . 562 73 - 85 - 31 65 816
Remaining in - - -

39th Sta Hosp 11 7 - .61 12- i 102




| Q_—' SPECTAL RECON’\U&I‘SS‘A‘NCE MISSTONS -

1. Aerlal Reconnalssance Mlssion - Photog“aphlc and Observatlon-

" Be Aerlal reconnaissance prlor to- Fox Day conolsted of vertlcal
and oblique photographs teken during the air strikes against -Angour .
in the period 31 March «.16 September inclusive. From a study of these
photographs an accurate picture was gained of the enemy defenses, The
results. of this study are shown in Inc] #1, InteJllgence ‘Nop. o

b. The plctures were genezﬂlly good, although c70uds nade clear
photographic coverage impossible. Tho greatest deficiency was the
failure of photographs to cover the island. The Division was unable.
to secure good obligue coverage of the landing beaches and areas in- .
land therofrom durlng the perlod Fox, minus 30 to Fox Day. -

c. From Fox Day to the end of tbe operation nerial reconnaig=
sance consisted chiefly of observation missions:executed by observers
stotioned on aireraft carriers and using Navy TBFs. The Division
used six observers, four loaned" by IIT PhibCorps and one from each .
of the assault combat teams. At least one of these obsérvers wes on.
station at all times durlng daylight hours and- gave.bontlnuous infor=
mation of enemy ag well as friendly q“u1v1ty., Durlng thls perlod

. only one photographlu mission was: fiown. '

2. Surface Reconnals ance:

‘ a. Submarine reconnaissance of Angaur was made: prlor to Fox
Day. The chief information gained from this source was.of beach
~ and shoreline conditions, This data, along with other aVallable
information, xormed the bas1s of the beach studleslshcwn in~
- Incl #2.° . ST T

b. On Fox ninus 2 and 3, underwator demolltlon teams nade"
Peconnaissance of Beaches Red, Blue, Greon III, and Grecn II.
Prior to lcaving for the obgevtgve ared, the Division G=2 and
Navy Grdup One Intelligence Officer meb w1*h officers of these
teans to brief them on Army and Navy requirements. They were .
instructed to look. for all types of defcnsiwe works on the -
beaches and beach flanks with special attention to obstacles
which night hinder the advance of troops .and tanks 1n¢and The
teams reconnoitercd .close to shore and were able to obberva and
report o number of 1nportant 1ns»allot¢ons. s

-~

c. No prewlandlng ground reconnalssancé was executed,
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' STCTION XT

, o 'CleENTS AND RECOMMENDnTIONS

. Comments and recommendatlans nade hereln are based on the exper-
iences in the Angaur Operatlonu Some of them are not necessarily -
appllcable to operations c)nducteo undcr a dlffcrent set of condltlons o
and 01rcunstanccs. . : -

A -FSHIP 70 SHORE l@NEMENT

1.  Tanks, bulldo;ers,‘aﬁd e'errency'supplles should be keptyln a
rendezvous area in the vicinity of the bcach control vessel to be
ava1lable as soon as they are needed. :

2. Bulldozers were landed in thc lead:.nt~ waves and thls is very. 1ﬁpor—!'
tant to fa0111tate unloading,’ clcarlng of beaches ano dunp areas, and
movenents 1nland of corbat trooos.\ ~

B - SHORF PARTY OPERATIONS

1, The present»shore party orranlzatlon 1s con51dered sound ano no
chanwes are recomncnded. &

2. The tlre SDent in oevelopln beach and lateral roads prlor to the .
general unloading phase.pays dividends in’ "reater hourly tonnage that,
the beach is able to handle thereafter.: '

3 Causaways and Dlers should be installed for the use of cranes and
trucks so that cargo can be handled in cargo nets direct to- trucks. ,
This should be done at:the earliest possible moment, and not later than
D plus 2. Cranes were used to great advantage at the shore line for
unloadlnb heavy loose carbo fron barges and LCTS. '

\ ¢ o
L. Steel sand sleds, toweo by small dozers, are very useful for handl-
ing loose cargo. - ‘ S o

5. Floating supply durmps were very . successful in that any type of
amnunltlon could be callod 1n and unloaded in a very short t1ne.~'

6. LCTs and DUKWs 8uoulo be refucled from'a floatlng supply so as
not to conﬂest thc ‘beach or ﬂump areas, - -

7. Shore party pollce nust be selected officers and men, well- 1ndoc—'
trinated with responsibilities and with the fortitude to enforce rules
of the beach, partlcularly those forbidding pﬂlfcrln requiring sani-
tation, preventing firing of weapons: except at the enemy, and control=
ling traffic, In enforcement of regulations no individual will be
excused no matter what his rank, grade, or branch of services )
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8. Shore party engineer battalions bhoal‘ be placeu under group control,
under d1v151on, as early as practlcable, provided that riore than one
- battalion is ashore 1n the same general area. -

"9, Shore partj e1g1nen1 battallon hewﬂquarters should bc-Flven full
and complete control of all troops and supplies in thé beach area aftel
the Covbat troops have cleared the beach of the Cneny.

C - ”AVAL GDNTI

'ls Naval wunflre teans now aus1gned to ecach 1nfantry'battallon would

- function more efficiently if the present organization were changed from
one Naval Liaison Team and one Naval Gunfire Spotter Team to two Spot-
ter Teams, One team should remain-at the battalion cormand post to
advise the battalion cormander while the other controls the’ fire, The
teans could then be alternated to give men a chance to rest, In an
emergency two teams could be available fov 51rultaneous use.“

2. The .SCR- 28h radios used by the obselVC“ and opotter partles ashore
were not very satisfactory, They réquired too much time to set up, .
were- heavy and. awkward to carry,. and could be vsed only from concealed
and -dug-in positions, as the operator of the hand generator would bé
otherwise exposed. At night, communications were difficult as the
noise of the conerator draw eneny foc.,

D —'AIR SUFPORT

1. Air liaison parties of adjacent regiments must check with each
other on locations of friendly troops before rcquestln‘T missions that
may. p0551b1y endangor friendly troops. .

2, WP is at times unsuited for designating air targets, Pilots can
and do nistake the use of WP by one unit as a target designation by an
adjacent unit, If WP is used for target dealgnatlon, lto use must be
prohibited behind friendly advanced elements.

- ARTILLEPY EMPLOYLENT

1, Even though the light artlllery bat alions,are'usually’parts of

. regimental combat teams in an amphlblous operation, they should be
placed under the centralized control of the Division Artillery Comman-
der at the earliest possible time, provided of course that morée than
one battalion is in the operation and in the sdme general area,

24 Fbrleafly 6bservatioh,fértiliery liaison planes should be pfovided
operational space on a carrier, \ithout this no artillery observation
is available initially. This observation is invaluable.

,3. Mm1meofmmxwdmnthIxrllhtarﬁlbrybamdim1mrfmu
ward OPs proved of distinct value, ‘ o
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P -~ TAWKS -~ EMPLOYMENT

v

1. Whcre the infantry desires fire on obscure targets, it is well
to place in the bow gunnerts. position an infantryman who knows the
exact location of the target in order that he may deslvnate it with..
tracers fired from the tank's *acblne gun.

2. 4 heavy s spring holder should be developed for the sound—power
phone mounted on the outside of the tank for communication with the
tank crew, It should be mounted low on the tank t6 allow infantrymen
to crawl under the tank ‘where some cover from eneny fire: exlsts.

3. Tanks should be placco Weil'w1th1n the infantry defonslvc peri-~
meter and assigned such fields of fire as are available. ' Routes for-
ward can be reconnoitered over which tanks can move. to prov1de close
sunport as. necc,ssary° : : :

.

’h. Tanks must have at least one hour for maintenance prior to dark-
nass in addition to the time reqiired for refueling and-resupply. .
For short operations mainténence ray be partially or entirely omitted;
when the operation lasts for rore than a few days, maintenance must be '
accomplished daily if vehicles are to contlnue to be in a serviceable

condition, o

5. The battalion reconnaissance. platoon should prov1de a teaﬂ to
each tank attachment to aid 1nfantry in making recomnaissance of tank
routcs

6. ' The battalion supply and maintenance sections rmust be landed eariy
to service tanks., Units to which tanks are attached generally fall to -
furnlsh necessary fruel and dﬂanTtlon.

G - IVFAMTPY OP“RATIONS

l. Allotment of two Brownlnv autonatlc rlfles to- cach rlfle~souad is
sound, :

2 In operetlono of this type 37nm gun is suitable for battallon anti-
tank platoons. ‘ :

3, Heavy mechlne gun Nlth light machlne gun trlpod is exccl]ent in -
offensive operations,

L. In jungle and cave warfare, flame throwers are invaluable, Long
range type used in this operation in LVTs should be placcd in a vehicle
"with armor approaching in type that of the medium tank, Tanks equipped
with bulldozer blades are invaluable in jungle warfare for cutting
trails and constructing ra ds immediately in rear of the ¢ront-11ne'
troops,
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5. - In jungle éreas,‘artillery‘firo in close suopO“t of infantry _
jtrOOps must be conducted by forward ebservers.rather than by map fir-
ing or control from the a1r. Initial ranges must be 1on~ and the range
gradually reouccd :

6. Troops must be 1mpressed with uhe fdct thqt it is frequently. not
easy to distinguish between frlenolv and eneny artillery fire., Before .
-reporting friendly ardillery fire fi_lrn> on troops, this should be
investigated by some officer competent to Judge. Artillery observers
should be consulted or report on this, - ‘ - Lo

7. In Jun"les the 1nfcntry st stay ‘close to tanks in order to pro-'
~vide necessary security. In open terrain they should not be close to
“the tank as they are enocngered by fire directed agalnst the tank. -

)
v

8. Great care rmust be exercilsed by troops in rear'areas not to fire
on friendly units forward of their locatlon.. A1l troops rust provide
thelr own perlncter defonse. : ’ SRR o

9. The unnecessary ex posurc oflomdcra at the front cannot be too r
strongly. discouraged., - Lecaders must learn to direct their units with-
out using "wgnals which can be observed by an alert cnemy and must not
carry openly equipment-which is indicative of their position as leaders.
Too much bravado by leaders Wlth a view to heartenlng their troops soon
becomes 1nof¢ect1vc. : ‘

10. 'Tree~burst artlllcry and nortar flre is an’ effcctlve countermeasure
for enemy snipers in trees, : : ~ :

H = FWGTLnJWS

1. En“lneer troops should work ano flght cntlrcly under the supervision
of thelr OWIL offlcers. -

2. The initial attachment of enginecr. platoons to BLTs for amphibious
operations is souhd., However, all pitoons should revert to control of
their company commanders as soon as regimental control is established.

Companles should revert to oattallon control as soon as "Division con~-

trol is established. '\i . o S o 2

3. Vhen engineers are used on special assault missions-and construc-
~tion in forward areas, infantry protection and fire support 1s essen—~
tial since engineer flrc power 1is 1nadcqu te. o .

i, lore.use should be made of booby traos to guard footpaths, tralls,
and roacs that the cnemy may use.

5. Too much rellance is placed on constructlon of rouds by engincer ,
troops, All combat elements should assist by continually improving
Tootpaths, trails and secondary roads, : :
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6. Precautions must be taken aga 1nst enery nlneé, even though they '
-are used Sparinbly.‘ Route reconnaissance must be made before mov1ng
any _heavy. equlonent : : -

I - SPECIAL RE CONNAISSANCD HISSIONS

1, '01oseVCOord1ratlon i5 necessary between the 1and1ng force and - the

photographic reconnalssance unit in order -that a plamned ‘coverage may’ .;f"»

be secured, ' In this operation, pictures too frequently did not cover
the areas in Wthh Lround troops were most v1tully 1nterested

- Briefing. of Un(erwatcr Dcmolltlon Teams by Army. 1nte111gence
.offlcers just prior to an operation- w111 naterlally increase the:
umount of 1nformatlon of value that these teams will brlng back.

J-—I DJ:CAL“

1, The 1/h T truck was satlsfactory as an anbulrnce.p ‘The M29C was
unsatisfactory in the terrain peculiar to these 1sl‘nds as it sub~~ ‘
jected casualties to an unusual anmunt of* Joltlng. -

2 An adequate °upply of coffee and apoaratus for the preoaratlon of -
hot coffee for casualties must be available for use in medical 1nsta11-;
ations as far forward as pracUlcable, “to 1nclude ‘the battallon ald -
statlonswhen possible. - : ' G oLl S

3.- Strict control must be eyerc1sed to safeguard- and dlvert for use
- of patients only, any upeclal food or other supplles coveted by
,personnel not patlento. ‘ S - = \f

h. Salt tablets should be made an 1tem of medlcal supply and the bulk

of* this supply carried in 155 1csuppl}.' This will insure prompt dellvfzjf'

- ery to uroops.

K - PUBLIC i LATIOWS

1, ' The norale factor of adequate and correct publicity is very 1ﬁpor— o
- tant, Troops. react favorably to communique or press accounts that

- lend importance to the contribution df their D1v1olon, ueglment, or

Conpany to_the results of- the battle, - All concerned should be careful ;
“to give credlt where it is due. . R S

N . L - COMMUNICATIONS
1. u15n31 plans; 50Ps, and SOIs should be furnished Division Head- . o
quarters by higher headquarters at least two weeks prior to embarkatlon.
to a2llow time for the preparatlon of necessary extract and disserina-
tion to all echelono of command, . S s

2. The Division lsg Cen and Radic Officers should contact the Flag.
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Comrunication Officer at least one week prior to departure to discuss

local problems not covered by Combined boxn"mwcatlons Board Publica-
tions and establlsh a common procedurc,

3. The first few phrases of each cryptorraphed message should be
decryptographed by the originator to ascertain that encryption is
correct. : »

h.v Call signs for net calls should be proviced by higher headquarters.

5. It is advisable to divide the Division Command Net on two frequen—
cies: Command Net 4 to serve DHQ, the combat teams and Div Arty, and
Cunmana Net B to serve a2ll otner units reqiring radio corrunication
with the Division, :

6. SCR 193's should be installed in 3/L-T WC, and tables and one lC-88
‘provided with each set. One M0-83 should replace the portable type-
writer in the SCR 299; onc CP tent should be provided the Radio Sec-
tlon for nl”ht opelab;ons by remote control, C :

7. RCTs ohould be 1ssued SCR 193'5 with three tunlnﬂ units affording
a range of 1. 5—6 0 mc,

8 Arrangenents sbou‘d be made for obtaining geserlnr while aboard
-ship for the PE 95, since the motor, mLst be run to keep the cormutator
- from corrodlng. ‘

- 9, Some imprOVement rust be made in the construction of the antenna
for the SCR 300, 4in excessive: number were broken.
10, All circuits must be tagged at least at every other tie ‘and pre-
. ferably at every tie. MFarking tags by punching holes facilitates
identification in the dark and eliminates the possibility of pencil
narkings® being washed out by rain and faded by the sun, ‘

11. High prlorlty in debarkation should be glven wire teans; at least
one per RCT and one spare team .for miscellaneous circuits Should be
landed with the advance eehelon of Division Headquarters.

12, Close coordination with JiS Co facilitates the early, establish-
- ment of w1re comrunlcatlons to major unlts.

13. Sufficient personnel must be placed ashcre prior to the unloading
of slgnal equipment to sort and store it propelly.

. EWTIPJENT AND SUrDLIPS

1. A4 division operating independently_should'have attached to it an
ammnition company, a bakery platoon, a clothing and shoe repair pla-
~toon, a Ouartermaster salva"e platoon, ard a Ouarterm 1ster laundry
platoon. :
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2. Conservatlon of supplles reguires. thorough 1ndoctr1natlon of the -
troops for 1ts necessltJ and adequate salvage operatlon. ‘ AN

a, Loss.of individual, equlpment can be minimized by w1thhold1ng -
~ from issue to certain individuals items they will not reguire, even
though listed in T/B, -Unit cormanders’ must, collect: and -guard this
surplus eq ipment untll 1t can be. collected by salvage detalls.c

Infantry reelments should have salvage teans to 1nsure rap1d
evacuatlon of enemy material and permit collection of our own dis-
carded equipment and supplies. Division salvage teams should like~-

'Wlse begin operation eally in the rear areas, It is most important-
to salvage items that the . eneny will utlllze, such as Weapons, ammuni-
tion,  food, and water contalners. « < o oo -

¢
b

3. Hotor Vehlcles:‘ o o p S ‘ 'fj -

a. Number and types used in operation are listed in Incl No. 1.
b. Organlc englneer combﬂt battallon'
‘ (1) One '—ton truck should be taken by each platoon.
(2) Five ¢2~ton dump trucks for each lettered company
 and three per headgquarters and-service company are -.
adeqlace except for operations on larger land masseS, -
. (3) One lii-ton truck vith l-ton trailer for water puri-
fication wiit should be used- 1nstead of B/h-ton
weapons carrier,
)- ‘Full T/E allowance of air compressors is reconwwnded
) DUKWs are important for 1n1t1al supply of. en01neer g
platoonsa - : ~ :

(L
5

. Amonlolous tractor battalion: co - :
(1) One trailer for spare parts is essentlal
.- {2) Growsers. on-LVT tracks should be redes1"nec for R
great r str enﬂth :
Tank Battalion: p‘ ‘ ‘ ' ' e
(1) “One mediun- tank per company should be equlpped Wlth
bulldozer bladc.

Joint Assault Signal:
(1) Twenty-one 3~ton trailers are needed to carry
equlpmenu 1n1t1a1ly.‘
fe. . Antlalrc FE battallon : ' E ' . ‘ .
(1) ‘One hulldozer not smaller than D—6 per: battery and one
track laying prime mover ner battery are essential, '
ThlS will pcrn1t reduction in number of other trucks.

Amphlblous Truck Coroany : :
(l) Should be self-suif1c1ent as far as nalntenance is .
concerned N e
(2) One Z~ton- truck .should be’ allotted each platoon,
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‘h, Division Artillery: In an operation involving more extensive
terrain the following additional transportation should be provided:
(1) ' Two %-ton trucks to Headquarters Battery. .
. (2) one 3/l ton truck per firing battery. =~
(3) - Six additional M-5 tractor prime movers for 155mm How,
‘ ' battalion., Light and heavy bulldozers were of great
value throughout the operation, o

i. Division Quartermaster Company: One platoon of 16 trucks is a
- pinimum, ‘

j» Special Type: The M29C was unsatisfactory due to the rough
. terrain encountered. Transmission of this vehicle should be strengthened
and enlarged for greater oil capacity.. Moreover, it was prone to throw
its tracks, requiring a minirum of one-half hour to replace. The number
of M29Cts carried was excessive for this operation. More %-ton trucks
should have been substituted, -~ . ..

/

L. Equipment:

a. ,Engineer:> ‘ L a
© " (1) The armored D-8 tractor should be semi-permanently .

modified with 1light armor plate prior to loading so
: as. to give adequate protection to the enginer.
(2) .One T-9 Crawler Crane per:battalion is adequate and
B -~ essential, ' T :
(3) A minimum of 5 pole trailers per battalion is needed for
extended operations. -~ : ’ o '
(L) One odograph per battalion is adequate and essential.
(5) The 2500 and 5000 GPD distillation units, skid-mounted,
"~ are too bulky. . The present 2500 GPD unit gives un-
satisfactory performance. = There is definite need for
. a fool-proof 2500 GFD unit, mounted on trailer, '
The organic battalion has need of four D-8s per line
“company and three D-8s for H&S Co. - '
- Bach shore party battalion has need of the following
in any operation: S ‘ o :
"l D-7 Caterpillar tractors with blades.
. 2 D=6 Caterpillar tractorswith blades.
"1 D-8 Caterpillar tractor with blade.
. 1-Crane, quickway type truck mounted.
1 Crane, crawler mounted, capacity 5 tons.
2 Cranes, Type M=5. . o
'S Dump trucks plus light and special vehicles.,
(8) Cyclone wire should be-used:in place of Summerfield
matting which proved to be- unsatisfactory,

b. Medical: - o L - .
\ (1) Each Clearing platoon should be given the same equip-
- ment, particularly when RCTs are separated by great
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~distances.. The lack of X—Ray and washing nachlnee
- in one platoon was a serious handlcap.. '
(2) The. reserve supply for d division should contaln
2 large supply of- lxtters, cots, and blankets.
(3). Half the supply of insect. control. equlpment should
- be distributed t6.RCTs and Sp Trs, the renalnder
kept 1n division. ouppl'yl r : . :

- Ce Ghen1cal Warfare
' ~ (1) Infantry troops should organize uhelr owm fac111t1es
for servicing and maintaining the flamethrower, to
-relieve engineers for.engineering tasks,

d. Ordnance ‘ ‘ o
(l) The 20 dajs' malntenance spare parts for the
. amphibian truck company should be increased to in-
clude more prOpeller shafts, brake- cyllnders, and
seals for drive shaft. -Individual platoons should
carry more- spare parts to be self sufficient.. '
The tank battallon needs two spare. 1nstrument
'ipanels and twn sets of wiring complete..
Lifting eyes'or hooks should be’ placed on all
vehicles and gun or howitzer carriages at Time of.
nanufacture Yo fa0111tate 1oad1ng -and unloadlng
- from ships. . e
Trailers, water, 250 gal,. should be placed on T/E
- for the Infantry DlVlSlon on the ba51s of 1 per -
battallon. . : : ‘ :

The SCR 610 is too heavy to be hand carried and -
should be replaced with a lighter type set. ’
One SCR. 625 Metallic Nlne Detoctor per englneer
platoon is adequate. '
Three SCR 509-~10 should be added to the anphlblan o
tractor battalion if it is to be’ employed on two
separated beaches. ‘Contact can be maintained be-
~ tween nalntenance LbT, control boat ‘and beach -
c-party. : - .

' 5. ‘Weapons: See’Incl-No.'hpfor allocations made overqand above

a. Types.\‘ = ‘ ‘ 7
(1) Gun, subnachlne, Cal. .hS, MB should be issued .
as follows:
One to each enﬂlneer and 1nfantry rlfle squad
~and 5 to each artillery firing battery to re-
place:similar nmumber of carbines and rifles,
M1l drivers and operators of ‘heavy equlpment
should have them. , , ’
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lele, BAR, Cal, ..30 Ml918A2 Each engineer platoon
-should have 3.~ ‘
Gun, machine, Cal.. ,50, H.B. Flexible: Where air
superiority exists, and AA units provide protection,
: automatic rifles,’ shotguns, and submachlno guns' are
“more satisfactory, -
"Howitzer 75mm Pack. MlAl and Gun 37mm, T-32: Very -
. valuable in extremely rough terrain and mountain and
cave warfare to eliminate centers-of final enemy re-
81stance.
‘6. Supplies:
a. Rations: N B ’
(1) Fach clearlng platoon or s1m11ar 1nsta11atlon ‘should
. carry .a minimum of 2 tons of convalescent rations to
. include a proper ratlo of soups, fruit juices, and
bouillon; the field hOSpltal 5 tons; and the division
medical: supply 5 ‘tons:as reserve.
-Coffee should be provided on the follow1ng basis:
One 20 1b tin to -each battalion aid station and
collecting platoon, four 20 1b tlns to each clearing
platoon or. similar installation, twenty 20 1b tihs
-“to the field hospitel, twenty 20 1b tins to the
- division medlcal supply as reserve.

b, Ammunltlon
(1) Infantry: . _
(a) ‘The issue of the M-9 1auncher, pyrotechnic, hand, -

and ammunition therefor should be discontinued,
and an increase made in the issue of Al 'series of
aircraft signals which fit rlfle and carbine
‘grenade launchers, '
The U/F for the Grenade, rifle, fragmentation,
should be 6 per grenade launcher; if unavailable,
adapters should be furnished for 30% of the hand
fragmentation grenades issued., -
To be effective shotgun shells rust be nade of
netal casing., Cardboard casing failed to with-

. . stand the effect 'of wet weather with the result
that shotguns could be used only as 51ngle shot
Weapons «

The' CINCPOA U/F for the 60rm mortar should be
changed from 100 rds (90 shell, HE, Mh9A2; 10
shell, illum. M83) to 120 rounds (85 shell, HE,
M4942; 35 shell, illum, 183). .

The CINCPOA U/F for the 8lmm mortar should be-
changed to provide for 60 HE, light, 25 WP and

.15 HO, heavy, This would not- 1ncrease the U/F,

© but change the ratio. - ‘
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(D) Cannlslor “type. anmunltlon for the 57mn.AT gun

o should be developed. ’ .

Artillery: | ‘
- (a) The proportlon of green- bas powder for 155mm ‘
. howitzers. is toc¢.small for a landing operation -
where ranges will always be relatively short
- for the first few days. Fifty per cent of the
powder should be green bag; the remainder of
‘the new white’ bag type Whlch permlts the use.
of Charge III,
. There is an urgent need for an artlllery star
-shell for night illumination, It should .
preferably be of 105mm caliber, and slmllar to
. the Navy 5" star shell, ,
© The artlllezy amrunition supply proved to be :
slightly in excess of the requirements, solely
‘because of the small size of the ‘island attacked.
It is beélieved that for operations of this general
~character, 7 U/F of 105mm Howitzer and 5 U/F of
~ 155mm Howitzer should be the minirum carried .
. with the troops.v'A spec1al allotment of smoke
shell should be provided -in- addltlon to the . .
: snall percentage contalned in’a normal U/F.

- Chemical Mortar:

- (a) The CINCPOA U/F for the. e 2" chemical mortar
should be increased from €0 rounds to 100 -
rounds, -~ (60% HE and LO % WP).. ' :

(b) The L,2" chemical mortar commny should be
' furnlshed a n1n1mun of 7200 rounds of ammunition,
Tanks
(a): The U/F for tanks should be changed to 307 APC,
©60% HE, 10% smoke. : '

(b) APC used in place of HL lS nuch less effectlve.
~ than de51red. - o \

f

Class II o ’ ‘
(1) Supplies of clothlng and equlpment landed‘were
. adequate for emergency combat replacement only and
- strict control had to be exercised in their issuance.
-(2) The basis of issue of. impregnated clothing should be
! reduced to. equip only a decontamination squad of ten
nen for each company, battery,.or troop.
- Amphibian tanks and DUKWs should be furnished stove,
-cooking, rasollne, one burner,‘lnstead of the field
range. '
12 addltlonal purps gasollne, dlothSlnb, portable,
should be added to the T/L of the amphibian tractor
battalion.
Canvas paulins and storage tent auLhOflzed as ad-"
ditional T/E tontaﬁe pzoved 1nvaluablo fOr energency
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Tncl No. 1 -

Incl No.

'Tncl No. -
Incl NO.A

use as 1n1t1a1 shelter for supplles and equlpnent.

Class IV

() Explos1ves and Denolltlon Accessorles

~(a)

)

- and the amount of prlnacord and 15 second delay

e

The total quantity of explosives Was sufficient

» for-the operation, but would not have been had
the second phase been carrled out, - -

The number of booby trap. devices could be reduced

detonators increased. - The 15 second dela y detonator
has: proved to be the nost dependable and safest means
for detonation in ‘assault. work. -

"_There was no call” for cratering. charges or TNT since’

the block demolltlons, M-l ano.ILB, proved to be
most practlcable. PR

‘The ¥~2 and’' T3 shaped charges proved very valuable ‘

against. emplacenenta,
Bangalore Kits, AT mines, and land snakes were not

" used, but the quantltleu carrled'were not excessive

for nornal opera 1ons.»

”Fortlflcatlons'

(@)

L m

In certain arcas 1t was 1nposs1b1e to dlc in; con-

sequently,  the. supply of sand bags proved 1nadequate.

‘The supply of raterials for wire obstacles was ade-

quate, For providing adequate and rapid protectlon,
a standard concertina should be issued by the engi-

_neer .supply aﬁen01es, so that defens1ve wire can be

quickly erected.

. Construction Material:

- (a)

Practlcally all of the constructlon naterlals ‘arrived |
in good condition, except the latrine boxes and fly

"traps. These essential. items shauld be. shipped

knocked down, securcly packed, and marked. Pre-

‘cautions rmst be taken'to prevent mlsapproprlatlon
, and careless handling.

Vehicles . twken by unlts.; . '

Combat and Englneer Equlpnent Taken by Units.
Towed Weapons. ‘

Armanent in Emcess of T/C taken by Unlts.
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“Inclosure Number 1 = Vehicles Taken by Units.

q9( *Jod seABIDH

ud Ta) 88 @ o0

aeTd 4l 35T8.

. L5 UdH 9ST8 .

5O PI0. 35TEL

0D D 15T8 .

09 I8 4STQ

Layxy xTq &13d BH
AxqusIul page

Lxquegul pUeZE

Lxqueyul 1STE

Car. Mtr. M-8

Carrier M=29-C

CarﬁtHand\MBAAffﬁq'

|pwkw

Holf-Track

Tractor Me5

Tféilerrﬁtheyj

‘Tfailer‘i/A T

Trailer’l‘é T

Trl, watcrl'
2500 Gal.

Truck 1// Ton

Truck 3/4T W/C

JTruck 1 3/2 T

Truck 2 1/2 T

":$rqck 23T Dump

Tfuck Q%T o
Mach Shop-

Truck 23T .
Smell. Arm Rep. -

Truck AT VWireck

 :Tfuck 10T'Wreck




,;nclgg.ure Number 1 (Cont'd)

ug a8ug qi*zét,

ug atud puzs
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‘09’ é3aL, yduy 3ST8Y
ug "ol uduy 9zh

g

suel yduy yoLL @ 09
dn .xiinﬁzfoo bg % by -

Carr; Mtr. M-8

Carr. M=29=C

Cart Hend H3AA

DUKW

.} Half=Track

Troctor M=5

Trailer Athey

Trailer 1/4 T

Trailer 1-Ton

Trailer, water
250 Gal

Truck 1/4 Ton

Truck 3/4 Ton

| Truck 1 1/2 Ton

Truck 2 1/2 Ton .

‘Truck 2 1/2 Dump

Truck 2 1/2 Ton
,Magh Shop

Truck 2 1/2 Ton
Small Arm Rep.

Tfuck 4 T Wrecker

| Truck 10T Wrecker




Inclosure Number 2~ Gombat and Enplnecr Equlpnent
Taken by units.,

uavva}qaaIC‘
ud '-IQQEJ‘)TIZS_ _

qI9LL uQu ©D .
ug I9Ul 49T

dy asug 09 bH
ug I3uE YA90E
ud- el YI0TL
u-a8ud YRseT -

ug yuwel yduy
g owag qdy mzz,

LNHW&IH@E'?.SQZQIHHAZ_—
IEENTONE 3 LVEH00

LVD 1A(4) Arm W/Armﬂr

LYT 2 Cargo Arm V/Arm

LVT»A'Armored ¥/Arm

'ILVT~4iUnArmoréd W/Arm

LVT1A1(1) Combat (Arm)

Tank, Light M5AL

Tank, Med. M4 -

‘Tank, Med. H-10-

| Truck, Air Compressor

.Dozér R-4

Dozer"D-Ax

.Dozer D~6
‘;HD 1
DozerﬁD-S

Crane -5

Crene Te9

Crane M=20

'Tractor D=7

Dist. Unit 5,000 GPD

| pist. Unit 2,500 GPD







Inclosure Number 3 = Towed Weapons Taken by Units
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 SNOAVEL CEMOT

37V AT Gun

37MM Pack. TBZ

57MM Gun

4.2 Cnl Mortar

75mn Pack How. ,

105MM How

155MM How

M51 Mult. MG

Gun AA 4OMM
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Inclosure Number 4 -

8 (in lieu of M7)

1

Armament in Excess of-
T/E Taken by Units,

12

-

in-

mount

£ 57mn)
/

Carriage, Motor, 75mm
s 60nm, TI8E6 -

ioht T59

M19194% w

licu o
Hoviey U

L5, M3
Cun,. 37m, T-32

Pistol, Cal..45,M1911AL .
Rifle, BAR, Cal,30,10918 A2
Carriage; Motor, 3% Gun MO

Gua, Subnachine, Cal.
Launcher, Grenade, M7
Rifle, U.S. Cal. 30, Ml
Gun, machine, Cal. 30 -

Gun, 37un, AT 13 (

UNIT .

321st Inf

3224 Inf

323d Inf

Hq Btry DlV‘Arty

316 FA Bn

317 FA Bn -

906 FA Bn

318 FA Bn

306th Engr En

306th Med Bn

8lst Sig Co
- .81lst QM Co.

781st Ord CoO

Hq Co 8lst Div

81st Ren Tr -
81st MP Plat -

Co "D 88th Cml Vipns Bn

Bomb Disp Sguad =

Gr Reg Det ,
‘7Hq & Hg Co 1138th Engr Gj

52d ‘Engr Bn

154th Engr Bn

‘155th Engr Bn

710th Tank Bn

726th Amph Trac Bn

4834 AAA Bn '

592d JASCO -

Co DM 776th Amph Tank B
481st Amph Trk Co

' I'carbine, Cal. .30 Ml

1 Mortar
w/si
ot | shotgun, 12 gauge, Auto.
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